This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of September 20, 2017
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
I was recently in a conversation with a Jewish rabbi who
was talking about the Jewish tradition of wrestling with
faith and with God. As I walked away from that
conversation I found myself saddened by the reality that
so much of Christianity has lost that practice.
Too often the Christian assumption is that there is one
answer, one way, one stated belief that must be accepted.
Too often the Christian assumption is that if you question
you have lost your faith. Too often the Christian
assumption is that there is no place for those who don’t
accept the “party line.”
I am grateful to be part of a Christian community that
believes differently than that. Both the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in general and First Christian Church
in particular affirm that there are many answers to the same
question...that the questions are often as important (if not
more important) than the answers...that as we grow and
learn and change so our answers often change as well.
I am grateful to be part of a Christian community that
doesn’t feel the need to throw “the baby out with the
bathwater”...that is able to question some of the long held
doctrines of the church without abandoning our faith or
our church...that is able to allow people to embrace
different perspectives on things such as Jesus’ humanity or

divinity without losing the model of faithful living that
we see in Jesus.
I have a friend who is a leader in her congregation. She
often refers to herself as “barely Christian.” She says this
because there are so many of the messages about and
from Christianity that she can’t affirm. And yet I am
aware that she is more Christian than most. She is
Christian because she is able to challenge and question
and change. She is Christian because she is committed to
caring for those in need and to working on behalf of the
oppressed. She is Christian because she sees in Jesus the
model of living from God’s heart and she strives to do the
same.
Even though we are a progressive congregation who is
more willing than some to challenge old assumptions and
wrestle with difficult questions, let us not sit back
thinking we have “arrived”. I hope that together we will
continue this process of wrestling and learning. I hope
that we will create more and more opportunities for
honest conversation about what scripture and tradition
really teach and what we really understand.
See you Sunday!
Pastor Jill

IT’S POT LUCK SUNDAY!
Yes, Pot Luck Sunday is almost here! Plan to bring a dish to share and
stay for a time of food and fellowship after worship on Sunday,
September 24. Youth (3rd-12th grades) are invited to stay after the
Pot Luck for Youth Group which will meet until 1:30pm.

CAN YOU HELP?
On Sunday, October 1 we will observe World Communion Sunday in worship. This day reminds us of the
unity of the Christian family from around the world. If you have fabrics from other countries that you
would be willing to let us use to decorate the sanctuary and set the communion table, we would greatly
appreciate it. Please bring them (labeled with your name) to worship on Sunday, September 24 or to the
office by Wednesday, September 27. They will be returned to you after October 1 worship. If you have
questions or to let us know you have fabric we can use, please let office know.
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WINTER CLOTHING COLLECTION
We kicked off the Winter Clothing Collection this past Sunday and boxes are by the front door for you to leave your
donations of winter coats, hats, gloves/mittens, scarves, snow pants, and winter boots. We will be collecting items through
Sunday, October 8.
There are several opportunities for you to be “hands on” with this project as well. A sign-up sheet will be available at
church on Sunday, September 24 so check your calendars now to determine how you might assist.
The following volunteer opportunities are available:
Sunday, October 8 at FCC following worship – sort the clothing we have collected
Thursday, October 12 at Community of Christ between 10am and 5pm – receive and sort collected items from across
the city
Friday, October 13 at Community of Christ beginning at 9am – finish sorting and setting up for distribution
Saturday, October 14 at Community of Christ from 9am – 12noon – assist people during the distribution.
If you have questions, contact Nancy Richards. This ministry started at First Christian over 30 years ago. Let’s work together to keep making an impact on our community.

The youth group meets the first time this fall on
Sunday, September 24, immediately following
worship until 1:30pm. We will share in a meal (it’s
potluck Sunday), then gather together for some getto-know-you and group building activities. All
children/youth in grades 3-12 are encouraged to
attend!
Contact Kara Seaton, icdisciple.kids@gmail.com or
319-530-3255, with any questions.

BIBLE QUIZ:
Proverbs 6:6 (NRSV) tells of a certain insect and
suggests that lazy people ought to observe it. “Go
to the ____________, you lazybones,” says the
writer, “consider its ways, and be wise.”
Which insect is it?
A. ant
B. fly
C. cockroach
D. mosquito

DISCIPLES TOGETHER
Want to know what’s going on in our region?
Visit here: http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/
regional-newsletter-dte to read the most recent
issue of The Disciples Together Express (our
regional newsletter). There are many great
opportunities to read about and engage!
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY...
will be celebrated in worship on October 1.
Come join the Disciples Singers at this special
service as we share in worship the anthem:
“One World, One Communion"
"
You will have several opportunities to rehearse.
Practices will be:
Wednesday, September 20 at 7:00 p.m.

PLEASE LOOK FORWARD TO THESE
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS
COMING UP!
Sept 24: Youth Gr oup (gr ades 3-12) meets after
worship until 1:30.
Oct 1: Family event: “Wor shiping Together ”,
following worship (for families with children of all
ages).

Friday, September 22 at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 23 at 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 30 at 4:00 p.m.

Ladies Night Out meets at
Casa Azul in Coralville on

Wednesday Small Group Bible Study

Thursday, September 21,

at 5:30pm. All women are

You are invited to Wednesday Bible Study each

welcome to come join the

week from 12:30-1:30pm. The scripture we will

fun and conversations.

look at on September 27 will be Matthew 22:1-14.

Sunday, September 24:
SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 20:1-16
SERMON TITLE: “GRACE FOR ALL?”

Musicians' Gathering
Saturday, September 30 at 5:00 p.m.
All musicians, and those who love music, are invited to a special Musicians' Gathering at First
Christian in the fellowship hall.
We will share a meal, talk briefly about ideas and plans for the music ministry of First
Christian Church, and then join in song together. Bring an instrument if you like, or just bring
yourself! All ages welcome.
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FCC BOOK CLUB

Remember, there is no Book Club meeting in
September. But we are getting ready to plan
for the coming year!
Our annual selection meeting will be at 7 pm
on Thursday, October 26, at Maggie Keyser's
house . Please bring your suggestions for
books to recommend to the book club. We'll
choose the books for the next 10 months by
secret ballot. Guidelines for recommendations
are that the book promote discussion and that
it not be over 300 pages.
Thanks,
Beth Smith

Presbyterian International Peacemaker Mphatso Mary Nguluwe
Serving Children with AIDS: Prevention, and Hope for
an HIV-free Generation in Malawi
First Presbyterian Church, 2701 Rochester Avenue, Iowa City
Thursday, September 28, 2017, 4 pm
Presentation and Reception Following

Ms. Mphatso Mary Nguluwe serves as Director of the Livingstonia Synod Aids
Programme (LISAP) for the Church of Central Africa, Presbyterian, Synod of Livingstonia (CCAPL). In her work, she
has implemented initiatives which aim at promoting the quality of life for children living with HIV, among them
the “Prevention of Parents to Child Transmission of HIV,” an initiative whose goal is to ensure an HIV free generation. She also promotes gender equity and equality for boys and girls, works to prevent child trafficking and
serves as a researcher in community development work. Ms. Mphatso is a founding member of a girls and boys
empowerment initiative funded by the Scottish Government & Tearfund UK aimed at eliminating the cultural
practices which put girls at risk of multiple abuses as well as HIV infection. She serves as Vice Board Chairperson
of the Malawi Scotland Partnership, the Fishers Trainers & Senders Ministries and the Coalition of Gender HIV &
AIDS in Malawi. She holds degrees in Midwifery from Queens University of Belfast, Northern Ireland and in Nursing Education, Administration & Community Nursing Science from Medunsa, South Africa.

September 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

3

4

5

6

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM

LABOR DAY

S&F Mtg 1 PM

Small Group Bible
Study - noon

Elders Mtg. 6:15 PM

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

15

16

23

BSA 7 PM

10

11

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
FALL Kick-Off
Pack 2000 3 PM
BSA
7 PM

12

13

14

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Small Group Bible
Study - 12:30 PM

Arrow Chapter BSA
7 PM
Cluster 12 @ Perkins,
CV 12 PM

BOARD MTG. 7
PM

Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

GRANDPARENTS DAY

17

18

19

20

21

22

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Acolyte Training and
Elder/Deacon
Training 11:15 AM
Bell Choir 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
V-Crew
6 PM
BSA
7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Worship Comm.
7 PM

Small Group Bible
Study - 12:30 PM

AUTUMN BEGINS

Deeded Body
Memorial Service
1 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

S&F Mtg. 10 AM

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Sunday Pot-Luck
Youth Group
11:30-1:30 PM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 BSA
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Casa Azul 5:30 PM

29

30

Small Group Bible
Study - 12:30 PM
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

FCC Musician
Gathering 5 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 1 PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

