THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of November 21, 2018

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
I am continuing to be overwhelmed with gratitude. This past week has been a full one – full of both celebration and
loss, full of busyness and much to do…and in the middle of it all, I am grateful.
Here are some things I have observed over the last week:
 The table matters – both the communion table and also the dinner table. Thank you to each of you who helped
with the Thanksgiving Dinner and with Brad Flinn and Darrel Courtney’s funeral dinners. Over the course of
just a few days so many dishes were washed, people were served, trash was carried out. And what those of you
who shared those tasks really provided was a place for people to be together. That is important.
 Welcome is also important. Whether it was watching friends of Brad feel comfortable speaking at his service or
listening to a visitor ask for prayer for his husband or sharing in conversation with a mother whose children are
returning to her home – the variety of people who have walked through the doors of FCC and found a loving
embrace should not go unnoticed.
 There are lots of moving parts and it takes all of us. Sometimes it is easy to feel isolated and to feel like if you
don’t do something no one will. This weekend I watched as those responsible people who always show up and
do their part did just that and also as so many others were there asking how they can help, noticing things that
needed to be done, and stepping in when someone needed a break.
When the schedule gets full it is easy to forget to be grateful. I suspect as this newsletter enters your inbox the day
before Thanksgiving, that is true for you as well. You may be planning a meal or travel, needing to work on the
holiday and allow some others a break, feeling overwhelmed by who won’t be at your table this year. But however
this finds you, I hope there is some gratitude in the midst of all of it. After all, as we remembered on Sunday, God is
the source and center of our life and God’s love is everlasting. What a good truth to live from.
Have a great Thanksgiving! Hope to see you Sunday,

Jill
PS—Remember, I will be out of town visiting our older kids and grandkids from the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 20—
Saturday, Nov. 24. For pastoral care needs, please contact Linda Flinn (319-499-8411) or Laura Kittrell (319-3257673).
Also, remember the church office is closed Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving holiday.

It’s Almost Advent
Please plan to stay following worship on Sunday, November 25 and help
prepare the sanctuary for Advent which begins December 2. We will be
putting up trees, lights and other decorations. The more help we have,
the more fun we have and the quicker it goes.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets
at 12:30pm each week.

Like to Sing?
Join the Advent Choir

November 21 - No Bible Study
November 28 -

Do you like choral singing, but
don't have the time to commit to a
weekly rehearsal year round?
Consider singing with the Advent
Choir during the coming Advent
season.

Children, Youth, and Families
Wednesdays, 6pm: Christmas Program Practice takes
place each Wednesday (except Nov. 21).

December 9: Youth Group (time TBD)
December 15: Children’s Christmas Program Dress
Rehearsal (time TBD)
December 16: Children’s Christmas Program in worship

We will hold several practices (days and times to
be determined) throughout Advent, and will sing
once or maybe twice for worship during that
time. If you are interested and think you can
make it to a practice or two, please contact Laura
at (319) 325-7673 or
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Open to singers from Jr. High through adult.

Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

DECEMBER BOOK CLUB
Faith Formation Opportunity
On Sunday, November 25 we will have an
intergenerational Sunday School class with the
opportunity to prepare for Advent. Each person or
household will get to choose to create an Advent
calendar to make the season more meaningful or
build a simple Advent wreath for use during this
Advent season.

Coralville Food Pantry
November Collection:
Soap and Shampoo
The box for these items is in the
church entry area by the Mission & Witness
bulletin board. We will collect soap and
shampoo through November 25.

The FCC Book Club's next book is Reading with Patrick by
Michelle Kuo. MS Kuo tells the true story of her connecting
with a student, and then connecting again when he goes to
prison. We'll discuss the book at Eunice Welsh's house, 84
Penfro, at 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 20.

Thank You, FCC!
Thank you to all who made
donations on Sunday to feed a
resident at Shelter House. We
collected $345 which at $2/day will
feed 172 people for a day.

“FILL THE ARK” Project Update
Thank you, FCC, for your continuing support of the Ark
project. As of today we have raised $3,350 toward our
goal! Great job, FCC!

Sunday, November 25, 2018
Scripture: John 18:33-37

Sermon: Ushering In The Kin-Dom
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Pot Luck Jam

Got a musical talent you'd like to share?
You're invited to participate in our second
annual FCC Holiday Concert, to be held on
Saturday, December 8 at 2:00 p.m. If you
sing, play an instrument, dance, write
poetry -- whatever your talent, you're
welcome to share something with a winter
or Christmas/Holiday theme. This event is
for participants of all ages.
Contact Laura at (319) 325-7673 or
icdisciple.music@gmail.com if you'd like to
sign up to participate.

Fill in the blank to complete this verse from a
psalm of thanksgiving: “Bless the LORD, O my
______, and forget not all his benefits.”

A. people
B. soul
C. heart
D. children

Answer: See Psalm 103:2, ESV.

We’ll begin with a pot luck at 5:30. Pulled pork sandwiches
(incl. some gluten free) and drinks will be provided so bring
something to compliment (or substitute for) them. About
6:00 -6:15 we’ll begin the music and we will try to get
everyone home in time to rest up for worship the next day.

“God gave us five senses; it is sheer
ingratitude to worship him with any less.”
—Martin Luther

JUST SAYING:

Second Annual
FCC Holiday Concert

Music brings people together; it is a language of
relationship. In order to have the freedom to make joyful
music we engage in the disciplines such as practicing, taking
turns, and planning ahead. Some FCC musicians are
planning a Pot Luck and Jam Session for Saturday, January
12, 5:30-8:00 pm in the FCC fellowship hall. All who enjoy
music are welcome to participate. Each person is invited to
bring 25 paper copies of one or more favorite familiar songspreferably with chord symbols, lyrics and at least a vocal
melody line- to share with everyone. There will be a few
songs already printed up and ready to go. If you wish, you
may introduce the song to the whole group by playing/
singing through a verse and/or chorus before everyone joins
in. Bring as many (or only your voice) different musical
instruments as you might want to play (yes, bagpipes and
banjos and especially accordions are welcome), plan a duet,
write your own new song; now is the time to get out that
guitar or saxophone you haven’t played in months. We’ll
take turns and sing/play as many songs as we have time for.

***
“Greed says the more you get, the more
you have. Christ says the more you give
away in love, the more you are.”
—Frederick Buechner
***
“Anyone who truly loves God travels
securely.”
—St. Teresa of Avila
***
“Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.”
—W.J. Cameron

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

BIRTHDAYS:
2-Rachel Bogs
6-Jan Christensen
6-Gabe Baird
7-Quinn Johnson
9-Roger Child
10-Erika Riggs
10-Jim Lang

13-Steve Clark
14-Brad Flinn
17-Pamela Joab
18-Lindsey
Schluckebier
18-Cameron Michel
23-Sara Riggs

30-Yvonne (Suzie)
Oliver
30-Dale Kepler

4

5

6

6 PM FCC Safe Zone

10 AM Staff Mtg.
1:00 PM S&F Mtg.
5:45 PM Elders Mtg
@ Kava House in
Swisher

11

12

13

9AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship Svc.
11:15 Youth Group
2:30 PM Bell Choir

6 PM FCC Safe Zone

7 PM Board Mtg

Commitment/All
Saints Sunday
9AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship Svc.
11:15 AM Celebration
Meal
2:30 PM Bell Choir
3 PM Pack 2000
7 PM Troop 2000

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
9 AM Youth Group
volunteers @ CV
Good Pantry
Turn back your
clocks before going to
bed!

Chi Rho Retreat @
Newton 6th–8th grades back 11/4.

7

8

9

10

16

17

12:30 PM Bible Study Cluster Mtg 12 PM @
3 PM Chess Club
Panera's;
6-7 PM Christmas
5:30 PM Executive
Program Rehearsal
Board/Agenda Mtg.
7 PM Arrow Chapter
Boy Scouts Mtg

Daylight Savings
Time Ends!

7 PM Troop 2000

18

19

9AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship Svc.
11:15 AM
Thanksgiving Dinner

6 PM FCC Safe Zone

20

14

10 AM CRC @
10:30 AM M&W Mtg
St Andrew
5:30 PM Ladies
12:30 PM Bible Study Night Out @ Carlos
3 PM Chess Club
O’Kelly’s
6-7 PM Christmas
6:00 PM Iowa
Program Rehearsal
Rockets Mtg.
7PM String & Singers

21

22

NO Bible Study

THANKSGIVING
DAY

3 PM Chess Club

9AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship Svc.
11:15 Advent
Decoration
2:30 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Troop 2000

Laura & Kara at Retreat in Newton

23

FCC OFFICE CLOSED

1:30-9 PM-Iowa
Rockets Pies
2:30 PM Bell Choir

25

15

Pastor Jill out of town 11/21—11/24

26

27

28

29

10 AM Staff Mtg.

12:30 PM Bible Study
3 PM Chess Club
6-7 PM Christmas
Program Rehearsal
7PM String & Singers

10 AM Clergy
Women

30

24

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

