This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of November 1, 2017
A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
There are three reasons I am excited about this next Sunday.
As you know, it is Commitment Sunday. We are inviting you to bring both your pledge cards for financial
commitments and the forms where you have indicated ministries in which you would like to serve in 2018. By
sharing these intentions for your participation in the coming year, you not only help us plan, but you put your
"yes" with those of others as we work to continue to answer God's call to love and serve the world.
On Sunday we will also be observing All Saints Day in worship. We will be remembering those from FCC who
have passed away in the last two years. Recognizing that these aren't the only people who impact our lives, we
will also have an opportunity for you to light candles remembering others who made a difference to you and have
recently passed away.
On Sunday we will also celebrate the return of John and Nancy McKinstry to regular participation in FCC. Since
John's retirement in 2016 they have been worshipping with other congregations, but always anticipating being
back with us. While the recommendation is that a previous minister not return until a year after the settled pastor's
arrival, it feels appropriate for us to invite them back now. You all have done a good job welcoming me and
allowing me to become your pastor. You have also recognized the importance of boundaries for John and have
allowed him to live into his retirement. I anticipate both of those will continue when John and Nancy return.
Along with you, I look forward to having them present with us and able to share their gifts.
What excites me most about Sunday is that these three things weave together nicely as we remember and celebrate
those who have nurtured us and as we make our own commitments to continue the important ministry of First
Christian Church into the future.
Jill

Sunday will be another great day of worship. Hope you’ll be here with us!

Gifts for Parents

Don’t Forget…

Again this year we will participate in Gifts for Parents,
an opportunity for kids to shop for their parents. There
are two ways you can help:

Fall Back

1) Donate new or gently used items that would make
good gifts for adults (no clothing, please although
hats, scarves, and gloves are welcome).
2) Volunteer on Saturday, December 2 in one of the
various roles including helping children shop and
wrapping gifts.
More information to come.

It’s that time again!
Before you go to bed on
Saturday night remember to turn your
clocks back an hour. Enjoy your extra
hour of sleep before joining us for
Sunday School and worship on Sunday
morning!
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

It’s Time to Get Ready for the
Christmas Program!
November starts this week (already!) which means
practice for the annual Children's Program begins.
We will meet on Wednesday evenings at the
church, 6-7pm, Nov 1 through Dec 13 (no practice
the week of Thanksgiving). The Christmas Program
will be on December 17 during 10:00am worship.
This is a tradition loved by the adults and kids alike.
All children are invited take part. Generally, 6th
grade and younger children participate. If your
children would like to, but cannot be present at
practice this week, please let Kara know so we can
still be sure to include them.

Questions? Contact Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com).

Come Join us for Drum Circle
November 4, 2017 at 6:00 PM here at the
church. Siobhan (Sha-Von) Kelley, who is
doing an internship at U of I for Music
Therapy, will be leading the group. If you
have a drum you want to use, bring it. Bette
Klein has offered to loan some of her drums
for the circle. Join Us!

Are You a Ringer?
Want to play hand bells? If you can count to
four, then you can be a ringer. Bell choir
rehearsals happen each Sunday afternoon at
3pm (note change of time).

Wednesday Small Group Bible Study
You are invited to Wednesday Bible Study each
week from 12:30-1:30pm. The scripture we will
look at on November 8 will be Matthew 25:31-46.

A Celebration of Gratitude...
First Christian Church Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 19, 2017
Fellowship Hall, 11:15AM - 1:30PM
We are looking forward to celebrating
Thanksgiving Dinner together. The church
will provide turkey, dressing, mashed
potatoes, and beverages. People are invited
to bring salads and pies and also to sign up
to assist with preparation, set up, and clean
up. Please use the below link to sign up and
also to RSVP. Even if you are simply coming
to eat, please click the link and let us know.
For those without internet access, a paper
sign up is available at church.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054cafa623abfc1fccthanksgiving1
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FCC BOOK CLUB
Blind Spot, Hidden Biases of Good People by Mahzarin Banaji & Anthony Greenwald will be the book club
topic on Thursday, November 16, at 7:00 p.m. We'll be meeting at the home of Eunice and Bob Welsh, 84
Penfro, Iowa City.
The authors, who are leading psychologists, explore the hidden biases we all carry from a lifetime of exposure to cultural attitudes.

They question the extent to which our perceptions of social groups shape our judgments about people's
character, abilities, and potential.
Blind Spot is an invitation to understand our own minds and, in the process, be fairer to those around us.

FCC Bookclub selections 2017-18
All the dates listed are the 4th Thurs.
except Nov. because of Thanksgiving

Date

Title & Author

Where

Nov 16

Blind Spot

Eunice Welsh’s

Dec 28

Olive Kitteridge

Beth Smith’s

Jan. 25

This Chair Rocks

Maggie Keyser’s

Feb 22

Behold the Dreamers

Beth Smith’s

Mar 22

Crossings

Nancy McKinstry’s

Climate of Hope
Michael Bloomberg & Carl Pope
Small GreatThings

Pat Arnold’s

June 28

The Alternative

Laurie Dahms’

July 26

News of the World

Maggie Keyser’s

Aug 23

Holy Rover

Nancy McKinstry’s

Sept 27

Home Going

Martha Melton’s

(3rd Thurs)

April 26
May 24

Leader
Nancy McKinstry

Mazarin Banaji & Anthony Greenwald
Pat Arnold

Elizabeth Strout
Laurie Dahms

Ashton Applewhite
Beth Smith

Imbolo Mbue

Maggie Keyser

Jon Kerstetter (local author)

Martha Melton’s

Pat Arnold
Martha Melton

Jodi Picoult

Laurie Dahms

Mauricio Miller

Martha Melton

Paulette Jiles

Beth Smith

Lori Erickson (local author)
Yaa Gyasi

Laurie Dahms
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Reminder: Jay Thomas is looking for some 3” and
4” diameter PVC pipe and some corner molding.
Whether you have a few inches or a few feet, he
can use it. These materials are for activities at the
regional Chi Rho and CYF retreats this winter. If
you have some to share, please contact him at:
teacherjt@hotmail.com or 319-351-2221.

Johnson County Affordable

Housing Coalition
The Johnson County Affordable Housing
Coalition is a grassroots effort to increase
access to affordable housing for lowerincome people in Johnson County, Iowa . First Christian
Church has a long history of working for affordable
housing in our community and has joined this coalition.
Membership is open to individuals, too—so you can
also join. For more information on the coalition and
how to join, visit www.jcaffordablehousing.org.

On Sunday, November 5 we will bring our
commitments of financial giving for 2018. These
tithes and offerings will make the ministries to
which we are called in the coming year a reality.
Those ministries are supported by the following
preliminary budget:
Salaries
Office Expenses
Children & Youth
Family & Adult
Witness
Mission
Worship
Hospitality
Stewardship/Finance
Facilities
Capital Projects Fund
Future Sabbatical
Total Projected Expenses:

$168,806
$ 14,000
$ 10,000
$ 2,000
$ 1,000
$ 9,500
$ 4,500
$ 750
$ 100
$ 50,000
$ 10,000
$ 2,000
$272,656

In the second attachment to this email, you can find
a copy of the narrative budget which helps us
understand how these dollars make a difference.

Sunday, November 5, 2017
Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-2
Sermon Title: “Being Part of the Cloud”

BIBLE QUIZ:
After Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were thrown, bound,
into a blazing furnace for refusing
to worship false gods, how many
men did King Nebuchadnezzar see
walking around in the fire?
A. None — they were all dead
B. Three — unbound and unharmed
C. Four — and the fourth looked like a divine being
D. Too many to count
Answer: See Daniel 3:25.

The Bible according to kids
Children say the funniest things about Scripture. Here
are a few examples:
• “In the first book of the Bible, God got tired of creating
the world, so he took the Sabbath off.”
• “Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they
made unleavened bread which is bread without any
ingredients.”
• “The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterward, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the Ten
Amendments.”
• “The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told
his son to stand still and he obeyed him.”
• “When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus,
she sang the Magna Carta
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Below you will find excerpts from a letter regarding a Nicaragua trip that is being taken by people from several
churches around the Upper Midwest. Contact information is at the end of the letter so you can get the
application form and more details information if you wish to explore this opportunity.
Dear Friend in Christ,
I am excited about next year’s mission trip to Nicaragua! The trip will be March 2 – 9, 2018. We will be working
in Santa Emilia in northern Nicaragua–12 miles east of Matagalpa and approximately 2 ½ hours from Managua.
Pat Nixon, a pastor who has worked in this village multiple times, plans to go with us...from whom I plagiarized
most of this material.
Santa Emilia is a village of around 2000, most of whom work on the coffee plantation, which is also called Santa
Emilia. They are desperately poor. Those who have work get $3.00 per day, but most don’t have work beyond
the coffee picking season. One of our projects will be re-doing the village water system. Currently, the people
get water only once every 8 days in the dry season, and that water is contaminated with chemicals from the
coffee plantation as well as other nasty things. We hope to work with the village to build a new cistern (cement)
for the water system, located about 200 yards up rugged ground, connecting to 3 springs, and then laying pipe 6"
deep into the ground down to the village. This will be a strenuous project and would be suitable for the
“younger” and more “agile” in our group (not Susie).
For those of us not as agile and strong, another project could be building a cement pad for the school’s
playground (which normally gets very muddy when it rains). And for those who aren’t into digging dirt and
making cement, there will be other options (painting, possible medical/dental clinics, Bible School, etc.). Pat is
going to check with the village committee to see which projects might be most needed.
We will stay in Managua at the Best Western (across the street from the airport) the first and last nights. Housing
in Santa Emilia will be in a building used by plantation workers.
Our flight will leave from Cedar Rapids at 6:00 a.m. on Friday, March 2, flying to Managua, Nicaragua, through
Atlanta, and leave Managua Friday morning, March 9, arriving back into Cedar Rapids Friday night, flying Delta
Airlines.
You will be asked to attend an orientation meeting with the other participants prior to the trip, usually in early
January.
Estimated total cost for the trip is $1600. Fees include, airfare, food, lodging, pharmacy supplies, transportation
in Nicaragua, cost of building materials, departure fee, entry visa and med-evac insurance. Meals at the airport
will be at your own expense. $900 will be due by November 22 with your application. The remainder of the fees
($700) will be due February 1.
If you have any questions or to receive a copy of the application form and more detailed information about the
trip, call Joyce at 319-524-5827 or e-mail: joycelynhaage@yahoo.com.
May you prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve our Lord.
In Christ’s love, Joycelyn Haage

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Parents Night Out/
Kids Night In 6 PM

Laura–Recital 2-5

Small Group Bible
Study 12:30 PM
Christmas Program
Rehearsal 6-7 PM

All Saints’ Day

5

6

7

8

Sunday School 9 AM

Executive Comm.
1:30 PM

S & F Mtg 1 PM
Elders Mtg 6:15

Small Group Bible
Study 12:30 PM

Worship Svc. 10 AM

Disc. Ringers 3 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

9

10

Cluster 12 @
Perkins 12 PM
Christmas Program Arrow Chapter Boy
Rehearsal 6-7 PM
Scouts 7 PM

Drum Circle 6 PM

Set clocks back
1 hour.

11

Veterans Day
Laura Recording

Chi Rho Retreat at Newton 6-8th grades

12

13

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM

14

15

16

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

CRC @ Agudis
Achim 10 AM
Small Group Bible
Study 12:30 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Carlos O’Kelly’s. IA
City 5:30 PM

BOARD MTG.
7 PM

Youth Group
11:30-1:30
Disc. Ringers 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Christmas Program
Rehearsal 6-7 PM
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

Chi Rho Retreat

19

20

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Thanksgiving
Dinner 11:15 AM
IA Rockets Pie
Making 1:30 PM
Disc. Ringers 3 PM

Hannah Circle
Mtg. 1 PM

21

17

IA Rockets Mtgs.
6-9 PM
Worship Com
7 PM at Dahms

22

23

No Bible Study

Thanksgiving Day

Laura & Kara at Retreat

24

Church Office Closed
Jill will be out of state 10/22 thru 10/25

26
Christ the King Sunday
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM

NO POT-LUCK
Disc. Ringers 3 PM

Troop 2000 7 PM

27

28

29

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Small Group Bible
Study 12:30 PM
Christmas Program
Rehearsal 6-7 PM
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

18

30

25

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 1 PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

