This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of May 30, 2018
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Recently I was out of town for a couple days. Well, I was supposed to be out of town for a couple days – it ended up
turning into three days. I had the opportunity to get together with some dear friends in Kansas City. As I was
leaving town – literally within 3 miles of one friend’s condo – the engine in my car overheated and I had to pull onto
the shoulder. This situation ended up with me spending an unexpected extra night in Kansas City and coming home
about 24 hours later than planned with a new water pump properly installed.
In the midst of this situation I had several moments of realizing how privileged I am. Here is the short list:
 Within moments of the engine episode I was able to make three phone calls: AAA (who towed my car to a shop),
my spouse (who helped me understand what was happening), and my friends (who were soon at my side).
 When it became clear that I needed to stay an extra night I had friends to stay with and, had I not, I could have
afforded to pay for a hotel stay.
 The shop that took care of my car understood my situation and made my vehicle a priority.
 Even though I had intended to be home on Thursday, when I wasn’t home until Friday evening I didn’t have to
worry about if I would lose my job or if my kids were taken care of.
This list could be much longer, but I think you get the point.
As I was thinking of all of this, I was aware that it is important for me to realize my privilege. There are so many
things I take for granted but that, when I pause with them, I realize they are gifts. From financial stability to
significant relationships to time for leisure opportunities and more…these are gifts that many people in the world and
even right here in our own community don’t even get to dream of.
Thinking about all of this last week had me remembering again that I can just sit with it, enjoy my privilege, and use
it for myself. Or I can use my privilege to make the world better. I hope to do the latter.
Hope to see you Sunday! Jill
Remember: We are on summer break from Sunday School. One Sunday a month we will have a Hunger Forum and
activities for the kids at 9am. Mark your calendars now for June 17 and July 15 (August date TBD).

You Should Know...
You might know that both Laura and Kara are in the Commissioned Ministry Program in our region. This means
that they are taking classes to expand their knowledge and resources for ministry. This is a wonderful program
for people who feel a call to vocational ministry but aren’t going to be attending seminary.
In addition to the course work, there is a component to this program of supervised ministry. Each of them will
spend three semesters in intentional conversation, goal setting, and growth while working with a clergy person
and committee of lay leaders.
This summer Laura will be doing her first semester of supervised ministry. Her focus will be on music and
worship. What does this mean for us? It means she will continue in her usual responsibilities, but will also be
seen in additional leadership roles in the life of the congregation. She will be working with Jill and with a small
group to set goals and do evaluation as she continues to learn and grow. We hope you’ll encourage her in this.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets
at 12:30pm each week.
May 30 - I Samuel 8:4-20
June 6 - No Bible Study today

BOARD MEETING REMINDER
Due to Vacation Bible School, the June Board
Meeting has been moved to Tuesday, June 19.

APPLE PIES from the Rockets Volleyball Team are still available at the discounted
price of $10.00. Checks can be made out to “Iowa Rockets-Pies”. Pies may be picked up
now through June 3 at the church. Envelope taped to front of freezer door for your
checks or cash.

Register Online Now!
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/6d59098vzEHfc8

June 10-14, 2018
5:30 pm Family Meal, 6:00 - 8:00 pm Program
(For children who will be entering Pre K—6th Grade in August)
Get ready for this year’s VBS where kids will enjoy hands–on activities, science,
music, drama, crafts, games and more while they discover that they can trust God to be with them through
anything! Join us and invite a friend!
*Are you available to volunteer during this exciting week? There are still a few openings left!
Contact icdisciple.kids@gmail.com for more information

Finding Ourselves in the Story of Race
If you don’t have to think about your race very often, you should consider yourself fortunate. If you have
discovered that you benefitted from being white without even realizing it, how did you feel? Have you ever had
experiences that showed you that racism is about more than individuals but is also often built
into our systems? If you would like to explore these and more questions in conversation with
others, join us in July.

During the month of July you are invited to share conversation around the book Waking Up
White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving. We will meet each Thursday
evening from July 5—July 26. In addition to this class for adults, there will be options for
children and youth that allow them to explore ideas of bias, diversity, and racism. A nursery
will be offered for the youngest children.
More details will be coming, but for now mark your calendars and, if you haven’t already, it’s
a good time to start reading Debby Irving’s book.

Sunday, June 3, 2018
Scripture: I Samuel 3:1-20 Sermon: When the Call is Difficult
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RECIPIENTS OF HELEN GAY SCHOLARSHIP
We are excited to share information about our two recipients of this year’s Helen Gay Scholarship.
Hailey Rohm, granddaughter of Gayle and Joann Cuppy, a member of First Christian Church and a
recipient of Helen Gay Scholarship in the amount of $500, will continue her work in psychology and
criminology at the University of Iowa this fall. Her grade point average indicates perseverance and hard
work. Letters of recommendation state that she is very dependable, has an outgoing personality, can
adapt to rapid changes, has a calm demeanor, is thorough, friendly and helpful. Hailey has also worked to
save money during high school to further her education which is to be commended as well as currently
working. Hailey’s goal is to become a psych nurse. Congratulations!
Yury Kim Clark, is a recipient of Helen Gay Scholarship for $500 and a participant of First Christian
Church. Yury will attend both University of Iowa and Kirkwood Community College this fall besides
working part time as a pharmacy technician. Not only is she extremely conscientious but is willing to help
classmates with their studies. Yurys’ letters of recommendation state that she not only is a hard working
student but displays maturity and leadership skills besides having the drive to meet her goals. Yury plans
on being a pharmacist when she graduates. Congratulations!
The Scholarship Committee

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
The ox sometimes appears in
Renaissance art as a symbol for
the nation of Israel.
Luke the Evangelist is sometimes
represented by a winged ox.
In
general, the ox symbolizes
strength, service and patience.
Jesus makes reference to oxen bearing a load when he
invites his followers, "Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:29-30, ESV).

2019 Work Camp Opportunity
The group that included Nancy and John McKinstry who went on a work camp to Nicaragua in
March is planning a work camp to Puerto Rico
during the first week of March in 2019. The camp
will stay at a Disciples church camp and be
organized through Week of Compassion and will
cost no more than $1200-$1500 per person
Including transportation (flying out of CR) lodging,
and food. Anyone interested in going is asked to
talk with Nancy or John, who will help interested
persons to stay
informed as the camp gets
organized.
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First Christian Church will participate in
Iowa City Pride
June 16, 2018 in downtown Iowa City
First Christian Church is an inclusive community and LGBTQIA+ friendly place in the Iowa City/Coralville area.
First Christian Church has intentionally blurred the lines between visitor, participant, and member to make it clear
we value every person who is involved with our congregation. We share God's love and the good news of God's
grace with all persons through daily acts of justice, mercy, and love. All are welcome at First Christian Church.
Save the Date: June 16, 2018 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM. The Mission & Witness Committee’s Pride Subcommittee will
provide more information later in May. Contact Vern Duba, Pride subcommittee chair, if you have questions before
then at 319-321-7734 or vernduba@gmail.com.

We will march/ride in the parade and staff an informational welcome booth on the Ped Mall.
Annual Pride Parade
12:00 PM College Green Park
We need volunteers to carry the banner and march
with the group. We will have a vehicle for those
who wish to participate but not walk.
Ped Mall Festival Booth
Noon - 5:00 PM downtown Iowa City
The First Christian Church booth will be on the street
(Washington in front of The Englert or on Linn
between Washington and Iowa).
We will give way promotional materials, treats,
and stickers.
We need volunteers for the following opportunities. You may sign up for more than one slot.
Staff the booth
Hand out promotional materials, answer questions, and serve treats.
11:00 – Noon (Set up)
Noon – 5:00 PM (five 1-hour shifts)

Make Music/Sing Along
Bring your guitar, your drum, your tambourine, your kazoo. Bring your voice!
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM (four 1-hour shifts)
Donate Treats (attendance not required)
We need individually wrapped candies, cookies, brownies, etc. Donate at the Church by June 10 or
call 319-321-7734 to arrange for pick up at your home.
Donate Cash (attendance not required)
Donations of cash will off-set the fee for booth rental and registration. Donate at the Church any time.

June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

May 30

May 31

1

2

8

9

3-Kevin Klein
4-Helen Grider
4-Al Kittrell
3-Sammual Hartley
6-Mike Schluckebier
8-Ruth Ebersole
10-Mark Clark
10-Mark Hall

24-Anna Boerner
24-Valerie Klein
24– Hannah
Trullinger
26-Jayse Steeples
29-Payton Steeples
29-Sharon Sass

3-Ramona & Ric
Gerard
11-Laura & Al Kittrell
13-Kay & David
Hudson

3

4

5

6

7

Staff Mtg 10 AM
S&F Mtg 1 PM

NO Bible Study
Clergy Cluster @ FCC
12 PM
HHPS Mtg 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Board/
Agenda 5:30 PM

13

14

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Elders’ Mtg 11:30
Pat Arnold-Piano
Recital 3 PM

10

11

ANNIVERSARY:

12

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
By-Laws 11:30 AM
Bell Choir 2 PM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM

VBS Set-Up
Fellowship Hall in
use 5:30 PM

15

Bible Study 12:30

PRIDEFEST, IC
11 AM Set up
12 PM Parade
12-5 PM Booth

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 10 THRU JUNE 14
17

18

19

20

21

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Hunger Forum 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Bell Choir 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM
By-Laws 5:30 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Worship Com. 6 PM

CRC @ Faith UCC
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies’ Night Out @
Red Lobster 5:30 PM

24

25

27

28

Bible Study 12:30

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club “The
Alternative” @
Dahms

Board Meeting
7 PM

26

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
POT-LUCK 11:15 AM
Bell Choir 2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

JILL

ON

VACATION

16

VBS—Clean-Up

22

23

29

30

(JUNE 25 - JULY 2). . . . . . .

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

