This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of May 9, 2018
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
As I write this on Monday afternoon, the sun is shining, the leaves are softly bouncing in a gentle breeze, a
goldfinch sits on our birdfeeder, and our dog is laying on the deck soaking up the spring sun. After what seemed
like an endless winter, spring really seems to have made her entrance. And after last week’s rainy days, the
greens are bright and growth seems to happen overnight. I suspect I am not the only one who has been admiring
the world around us.

And I hear the echoes of our children’s voices in my ears as they invited us a few weeks ago to remember our
calling, in fact our design, as caretakers of God’s great creation. You might remember the kids challenged us to
make changes in our living and to keep commitments to care for the earth. In fact, if you were in worship on the
Sunday the youth led, you will remember putting pom poms in jars to indicate your commitment.
As spring comes upon us and the Earth shows her beauty once again, I call you back those commitments. There
are so many simple acts we can do – picking up trash, planting a tree, exchanging a car ride for a walk,
unplugging unused appliances, and more. How are you keeping your commitments? I’d love to hear.
On a different note, this weekend the Facilities Team has planned a work weekend. On Friday, May 11 from 5:30
– 8:30pm they will be focusing on outside work and then on Saturday, May 12 from 9am – 3pm they will be
focusing on indoor projects. There are projects for all abilities and skill levels from spring cleaning to painting to
drywall repair and more. You can come for an hour or stay the entire time. While in many ways our building still
feels new, the reality is that it is getting to the age where we need to be intentional about its care and upkeep. The
more of us who gather, the more we will accomplish and, I suspect, the more fun will be had. If you have
questions, contact Jim Michel (jmichel@disciplescef.org).
Hope to see you Sunday!

Jill

Registration is Open!
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. (Isaiah 43:2, CEB)

June 10-14, 2018
5:30 pm Family Meal, 6:00 - 8:00 pm Program
(For children who will be entering PreK—6th Grade in August)
Get ready for this year’s VBS where kids will discover that life with God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise,
and that they can trust God to be with them through anything! Enjoy hands–on activities, science, music, drama
and much more! Join us and invite a friend!

Register online now:

http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/6d59098vzEHfc8

Contact icdisciple.kids@gmail.com with any questions
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets
at 12:30pm each week.
May 9 - Acts 2:1-21
Meet in office conference room
May 16 - Romans 8:12-17

Spring Clean Up
It’s time to do spring cleaning at First Christian!
Join us Friday, May 11 from 5:30—8:30pm for
outdoor work or Saturday, May 12 from 9am—
3pm for indoor work. There is work for all
abilities. Come for a short time or stay a while!

Ladies’-Night-Out...
will be meeting this month at MIDTOWN (east side) in Iowa City on
Thursday, May 17 at 5:30 PM.
All ladies are welcome to come join
in on the fun, food selections, and
cheerful conversations.

New to First Christian? Want to Learn More?
If you are new to First Christian or have been around a
while but just want to learn more, you are invited to
join Pastor Jill on Sunday, May 20 during the Sunday
School hour (9am) for “Exploring FCC.” This is an
opportunity to meet some other people and learn more
about First Christian Church and how you can get
involved.

Children, Youth, and Families
May 20, Youth Group
All 3rd—12th graders are invited to stay following
worship for a meal and youth group.
June 10 - 14, Vacation Bible School - Register online
now!
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/
form/6d59098vzEHfc8
Questions? Contact Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

FCC BOOK CLUB
On May 24 at 7 p.m., the FCC Book
Club will meet at Martha Melton's
house, 747 Keswick, to discuss Jodi
Picoult's novel, Small Great
Things. In this story, Ruth, an
African-American nurse, is accused
of not properly tending the child of a white
supremacist couple. Please join us.

Our Families Learning Together hike was enjoyed on a
beautiful Sunday afternoon

Save the Date
Iowa City’s Pride Festival is Saturday, June 16. First Christian plans to be
represented both in the parade (1pm) and by having a table at the festival
(12noon—5pm). We will need “all hands on deck” to show our community
what a welcoming church looks like. If you want to walk in the parade, staff
the table, or are a musician who would be willing to share some music,
contact Vern Duba.
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Thank you for your donations of over $700 at
the youth hosted Walking Taco Fundraiser on
April 29. Your donations will help to send many
of our kids to church camp in Newton this
summer! A special thank you to Tricia Coobs
for coordinating the event.

Thanks to you we collected
17 containers of baby wipes,
35 containers of baby food,
10 containers of formula, 4
baby bath products, 2 bibs,
and a total of 604 diapers
for the Crisis Center Baby
Shower.

Thank you for sending 18 of
our youth to see Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat on May 5 at
Theatre Cedar Rapids!

Winter Coat Collection
Remember, if you have winter coats, boots, etc. that are still in good shape but you are done using or have outgrown, you can donate them for this fall’s Winter Clothing Giveaway. And if you want to clear out your closet
now, you can bring them to FCC on Sunday. Deposit them in the large box inside the front doors.

Sunday, May 13, 2018

BIBLE QUIZ:

Scripture: Acts 2:41-47

Sermon: The Christ Community

Acts 17 describes Paul speaking about God to the people of Athens
in front of — incredibly! — a site that still exists. What is that site?
A. The Panathenaic Stadium
B. The Areopagus
C. The Acropolis and the Parthenon
D. The Temple of Hephaestus
Answer: See Acts 17:22.
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How Can You Help Fight Hunger?
836 million people around the world live in extreme poverty.
3.1 million children globally die each year of malnutrition or related causes.
15.8% of Americans deal with food insecurity.
20% of children in our country deal with food insecurity.

When one of us asks ourselves what we are having for dinner tonight, this is not a crisis. It’s an indication that it
is time to check the freezer or pantry to get something to prepare or, at worst, to make a run to the store. But
there are people in our community, state, nation, and world for whom finding the next meal IS a crisis, because
they do not have access to food. For some, this means sending a child to bed hungry occasionally. For others it
means watching a child die of malnutrition or related illnesses.
People who face risks of hunger aren’t necessarily only the very poor. Food insecurity means that a consistent
access to adequate food is limited by lack of money OR other resources at times throughout the week. This
might mean the families are impacted by high housing costs, medical expenses, children being home for the
summer, or daycare expenses.
Hunger is a huge issue worldwide.

Over the coming months First Christian Church, along with the Mission and Witness Department, will continue
to focus on hunger. We will share information about the scope of the problem and identify specific ways we at
First Christian Church can help.
Look for the bulletin board display in the near future which will include information about hunger issues and
community, regional, and worldwide organizations with which we can partner to address hunger. Specific
information about volunteering in our community will be included.
The next opportunity for you to act on behalf of those
who are hungry and food insecure is May 20. Following
worship that morning we will be participating in Bread for
the World’s Offering of Letters. The Offering of Letters is
an annual event where communities make a concentrated
effort to write letters to elected officials asking that they
pass legislation that helps those who are food insecure.
On that Sunday we will have notecards, pens, and sample
letters available so that you can take a few minutes
immediately following worship to write to one or more of our elected officials. Those letters will then be
personally carried to Washington D.C. along with others from area churches by our local Bread for the World
representative in June. More information will be available this coming Sunday so that you can start thinking
about what you would like to write.

May 2018
Sun

Mon

BIRTHDAYS:
1–Elizabeth Chen
1-Alex Wheeler
1-Morgan Kittrell
2–Simon Samuel
4-Melea White
8-Sheree Williams
11-Quinn Thomas
12-Alison Brownsberger
12-Kara Seaton

6
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Family Learning
Together 11:30 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Bible Study 12:30

Executive /Agenda
Mtg 5:30 PM

12-Margaret Rossman
15-Ted Knights
16-Sherry Child
20-Gabriel Clark
25-Kevin Keyser
27-Rebecca Clark
28-Violer White-Haar
29-Jill Cameron Michel
31-Jen Knights

Elders Mtg. 6 PM

7

8

9

10

By-Laws 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Personnel 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM
Clergy Cluster 12 PM
@ Panera

Youth to Cedar
Rapids Theatre

11
Church Workday
(outdoor work)
5:30—8:30 PM

12
Church Workday
(indoor work)
9 AM—3 PM

Arrow Chapter 7 PM

13

14

MOTHER’S DAY

By-Laws 5:30 PM

15

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Joe Page Piano recital
1:00 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

16

17

18

CRC @ Unitarian
Universalist 10 AMBible Study 12:30

Ladies Night Out @
Midtown (eastside)
Iowa City @ 5:30

Our Lord’s Church
Kolachi Bake 2-8 PM

19

Jill out of office & out of town

20

21

22

23

24

PENTECOST

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Love-A-Lot
Graduation 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Melton’s , “Great
Things” 7 PM

28

29

30

31

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Youth Group 11:30 AM

By-Laws 11:30 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6 PM

27
NO Sunday School
Worship Svc. 10 AM
POT-LUCK 11:15 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

MEMORIAL DAY
FCC Office CLOSED
due to holiday

Bible Study 12:30

25

26

Anniversaries:
Terry & Laurie
Dahms—20
Isaac Samuel
& Jane John20

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

