This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of May 2, 2018
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
I’ve mentioned before how important I think faith formation is. Especially as people of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) who believe that people can come to a variety of understandings, this is important. If you
know our denomination’s history you know that this belief came with the assumption that people would be
studying and doing so in conversation with one another. This is different than an “anything goes” attitude—this is
informed faith in conversation.

This summer our schedule of faith formation (Christian education) opportunities will be different. We are doing
this in hopes that it will give more people an opportunity to participate. Please read on to learn more.
May 20 will be the last day of r egular Sunday school classes until after summer . On that day:


Children’s classes will meet as usual finishing their spring curriculum.



7th graders - adults will share a session of “Faith Questions” and will meet downstairs. Bring your best
questions to share.



Newcomers to First Christian are invited to join Pastor Jill upstairs in room 114 for “Exploring FCC” - a
chance to learn more about our church and meet other people.

Then over the summer you have the following opportunities:


Sundays, June 10, July 8, and August 12 (second Sunday of each month) at 9 AM - Mission & Witness will
host Forums on Hunger for youth and adults. A special guest will speak. Activities for children will be
offered.



During the month of July we will have a four-week midweek study for adults based on the book W aking Up
White by Debby Irving. There will be groups for children and youth with activities and learning on the topics
of diversity, bias, and race.

Be watching for more information about all of these. And always remember, if you have suggestions, we’d love
to hear them!

Are You Done With Winter?
Are you ready to put your coat away? If you have anything you no longer
wear...anything that no longer fits...now is the perfect time to set it aside for
the winter clothing drive. This year we will start collecting items in the spring so
that you don’t have to store them. Bring coats, hats, scarves, gloves, boots, or
snow pants on Sundays May 6 and 13 and deposit them in the collection box.
Please bring only clean items which are in good working order.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study is back.
We will meet at 12:30pm each
week.
May 2 - Acts 2:41-47
May 9 - Acts 2:1-21

Celebrations this Sunday
This Sunday’s (May 6) worship service will be
filled with celebration. We will celebrate baptism
with Spencer Thomas and we will be recognizing
the young people in our midst who are graduating
from high school this year. Hope you’ll be part of
this special day.

Ladies’-Night-Out...
will be meeting this month at MIDTOWN (east side) in Iowa City on
Thursday, May 17 at 5:30 PM.
All ladies are welcome to come join
in on the fun, food selections, and
cheerful conversations.

Make Sunday School Part of Your Morning!
Sunday School classes are offered downstairs for
children in kindergarten - 6th grade. A nursery is
offered for younger children.
7th graders – adults are currently doing a study called
“The Will of God” based on a book by Leslie D.
Weatherhead. They meet upstairs in room 114.

Children, Youth, and Families
May 5, Youth to Theatre Cedar Rapids to see
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
May 6, Families Learning Together
Families are invited to share lunch and participate
in a hike together after worship.
May 20, Youth Group
All 3rd—12th graders are invited to stay following
worship for a meal and youth group.
June 10 - 14, Vacation Bible School
Questions? Contact Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

Save the Date
Iowa City’s Pride Festival is
Saturday, June 16. First
Christian plans to be
represented both in the
parade (1pm) and by having
a table at the festival (12noon—5pm). We will need
“all hands on deck” to show our community what a
welcoming church looks like. If you want to walk in the
parade, staff the table, or are a musician who would be
willing to share some music, contact Vern Duba.

May Potluck Sunday
Our May Potluck Sunday is Memorial Day weekend
(May 27). In light of this, we are inviting you to
prepare a dish that was a favorite from a parent,
grandparent, or other person you are remembering
that weekend. You might even label your dish with
whose and what it is (such as: Grandma Laura’s
Corn and Noodle Casserole).

FCC BOOK CLUB
On May 24 at 7 p.m., the FCC Book Club will meet at Martha Melton's house, to discuss Jodi
Picoult's novel, Small Great Things. In this story, Ruth, an African-American nurse, is accused of
not properly tending the child of a white supremacist couple. Please join us.
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PRAYERS & PRAISES MAY 2, 2018


Prayers of health, healing, and comfort for family and friends who are battling cancer in it’s many stages.



Prayers for the many who suffer from the loss of loved ones.



We continue to pray for our members and friends who are in a nursing home, homebound, have medical, and
physical needs and problems.



Sending Praise for the many prayers which we have been blessed to have had answered.

New to First Christian? Want to Learn More?
If you are new to First Christian or have been around a while but just want to learn more, you are invited to join
Pastor Jill on Sunday, May 20 during the Sunday School hour (9am) for “Exploring FCC.” This is an opportunity
to meet some other people and learn more about First Christian Church and how you can get involved.

Becoming Beloved Community
A new initiative has begun through a grant from the Episcopal Church. This initiative, at Old Brick, is the
Beloved Community Initiative. The Initiative includes many expressions of work for racial justice, healing and
reconciliation. The first event is Freedom School 360 which will take place this summer with sessions for
both adults and youth (aged 13-18). The adult session runs from July 18-20. The following week, July 21-28,
will be the youth session. Adults who participate will have the opportunity to be mentors for the young
people’s program, although they are not committed to do so. If this sounds like an opportunity you would like
to take advantage of, visit https://becomingbelovedcommunity.org/ to learn more or register for the
summer events. If you have questions, you can also talk to Pastor Jill.

Older Americans Month
Bob Welsh and friends on the occasion of the Johnson
County Board of Supervisors proclaiming May to be Older
Americans Month. Thanks, Bob, for all your work
advocating for these and other people.

Sunday, May 6, 2018
Scripture: Acts 10:44-48

Sermon: When the Rules Get Rewritten
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IT IS TIME TO APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS awarded by First Christian Church for the 2018 fall semester. Two
funds are available within the church. Some requirements are as follows:
* Helen Gay Scholarship: All applicants are welcome. An applicant needs to be a participant (student,
parent or relative) of First Christian Church and pursuing higher education.
* Sunier Scholarship: First consideration shall be given to an applicant who is participating in First
Christian Church. Applicant must enroll for at least two semester hours of credit in English Language literature
or poetry each semester as a full-time student in college or university. Required Rhetoric or freshman English
composition courses will not be considered.
Please note that the Sunier Scholarship is more limited and requires a literature or poetry class, but there are a
broad range of classes that would fall under that classification.
Applications are available in the church office and must be returned to the office by May 15, 2018. If
you or someone in your family will be attending a college or university in the fall, please consider
applying for a scholarship.
For questions concerning the process, please feel free to contact Eunice Welsh, Jan Christensen, Colée
Hospers, Martha Melton or Diane Hertel.

Fight Hunger in Our Community
Did you know that there are multiple opportunities to help in the fight against hunger right here in our
community?
Coralville Community Food Pantry has various hours, both evening and daytime, and is always looking for
volunteers. To learn what is needed and sign up for volunteer training, visit their website or contact
Nora Heaton (nora@coralvillefoodpantry.org).
Crisis Center Food Bank in Iowa City can use volunteers for both their Food Bank on Gilbert Court and their
Mobile Pantry. To learn what is needed, visit their website or contact Sydney Hofferber
(sydney.hofferber@jccrisiscenter.org).
North Liberty also has a Food Pantry. If you would like to learn more about the North Liberty Community Pantry
and how to help there visit their website.
As we embrace our focus on hunger, you are encouraged to find ways you can engage this issue.
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THANK YOU all for pitching in to make Sunday's tree planting, clean up and mulching successful. We planted
200 native hardwoods and hopefully destroyed the way over 200 invasive honey locusts we cut down. Tom mowed
the grass. Brian pushed most of the brush piles with his tractor into steeper areas of the ravine where they will
become wildlife habitat. Perhaps 50 youth and adults from the Cub Scout Pack swarmed over the flower beds,
garden and planting areas. Etc etc etc.

THANK YOU EACH ONE!

Trees planted 15
years ago provide
shade for tree
planters.

Simon Samuel plants a Red Cedar

Ted Knights gives tree planting instructions while Brian Fleck looks on from his
tractor after using it to prepare planting sites

Mulching and replenishing the soil in the church garden

Sharon and Vincent Risden planting a tree

Jane John in charge of community project

Sabra Fleck and Gene Hansen work on
mulching flower beds with the Cub
Scouts

May 2018
Sun

Mon

BIRTHDAYS:
1–Elizabeth Chen
1-Alex Wheeler
1-Morgan Kittrell
2–Simon Samuel
4-Melea White
8-Sheree Williams
11-Quinn Thomas
12-Alison Brownsberger
12-Kara Seaton

6
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Family Learning
Together 11:30 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Bible Study 12:30

Executive /Agenda
Mtg 5:30 PM

12-Margaret Rossman
15-Ted Knights
16-Sherry Child
20-Gabriel Clark
25-Kevin Keyser
27-Rebecca Clark
28-Violer White-Haar
29-Jill Cameron Michel
31-Jen Knights

Elders Mtg. 6 PM

7

8

9

10

S&F Mtg. 1 PM
By-Laws 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Personnel 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM
Clergy Cluster 12 PM
@ Panera

BOARD Mtg 7 PM

Youth to Cedar
Rapids Theatre

11

12

18

19

25

26

Arrow Chapter 7 PM

13

14

MOTHER’S DAY

By-Laws 5:30 PM

15

16

17

Bible Study 12:30

Ladies Night Out @
Midtown (eastside)
Iowa City @ 5:30

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Joe Page Piano recital
1:00 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Jill out of office & out of town

20

21

22

23

24

PENTECOST

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Love-A-Lot
Graduation 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Melton’s , “Great
Things” 7 PM

28

29

30

31

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Youth Group 11:30 AM

By-Laws 11:30 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6 PM

27
NO Sunday School
Worship Svc. 10 AM
POT-LUCK 11:15 AM
Handbells 2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Memorial Day
FCC Office CLOSED
due to holiday

Bible Study 12:30

Anniversaries:
Terry & Laurie
Dahms—20
Isaac Samuel
& Jane John20

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

