This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of June 20, 2018
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
This week in the news we heard people citing scripture as a defense for separating immigrant children from their parents
at the border. Whether it is on this topic or others, as people of faith, we need to think and talk together about how we use
scripture.
Let me share here a few things to think about:

Taking any sentence of scripture out of its context can be dangerous. Here’s a non-scriptural example: One day I was
leading a Bible study and we were talking about what we would be studying the following week. We were going
to look at the two stories of Jesus’ birth in the gospels. I wanted the participants to do an exercise to see what they
could remember about the stories from memory, so I did not want them to reread those stories in preparation for
our session. At one point in the conversation I said, “So your assignment this week is to NOT read your Bible.”
We then laughed about how if someone had walked past the room at that moment and only heard that sentence
they would wonder what kind of church this was. The sentence was appropriate and communicated something
different in context than it did out of context.
Each book of the Bible was written in a certain time and place and reflects the realities of that time and place.
Therefore, we see things such as men marrying multiple wives, slavery, and so forth. These were simple realities
of the time. Their mention does not mean God condoned them then nor does it ask us to condone them now.
As Christians our greatest model is Jesus. Before you use any scriptural text to make a point, ask if it is in line with
the words and actions of Jesus. If not, take a step back and discover why.
If you find yourself searching for scripture to support your views, especially your bigotries, push pause. That is not
what scripture was meant for.
Specifically on the topic of immigration - if we want to cite Biblical passages we would be well served to remember
these two: the people of Israel were taken in by the nation of Egypt in a time of trouble (Exodus 22:21, Leviticus
19:34, and Deuteronomy 10:19 all remember this) and Jesus and his parents fled to Egypt when his life was
threatened by King Herod (Matthew 2:13-15).
Hope to see you Sunday!

Jill

Take Note: I will be leaving town on Sunday following wor ship and will be on vacation thr ough J uly 2. Dur ing this
time two of our elders, Jon Feaver (319-321-2889) and Sara Riggs (319-541-0045), will be on call for pastoral care needs.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to them or call the office if you need something.

Important Conversations on Race, Bias, and Diversity…
Join us on Thursday evenings in July (beginning July 5) for a meal (5:45pm) and conversation (6:30pm) around
these important topics. The conversation for adults and older youth will use the book Waking Up White and
Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debbie Irving as a resource. Younger youth (entering grades 5—8) will
share conversations and activities on bias, privilege, and racism. Children (entering grades 1—4) will share
conversation and activities on diversity. A nursery will be provided for younger children. To RSVP click here.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets
at 12:30pm each week.
June 20 - 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
June 27 - Genesis 1

On June 21 the ladies are meeting at
Red Lobster in Coralville to dine and
converse. Gathering at 5:30 PM.
Come Join the group. No telling what
you might learn.

Responding to Domestic Violence
June 24 will be the last day we will take donations
for the Domestic Violence Intervention Program.
The most needed items at this time are: diapers
and wipes, coffee and coffee filters, deodorant,
cooking oil and sprays, baby formula, African
American hair products, underwear (new adult and
children’s), and Hy-Vee gift cards.

LETTERS TO CAMPERS
We want to encourage people from the congregation
to write letters to our campers this summer.
Remember, a table of note cards is in the narthex
along with the list of campers. Please stop by
occasionally or every week and write notes to our
campers and we will take care of mailing them!
You can also send mail via USPS to campers at (please
mail by Mondays to make sure campers receive your
notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208
OR you can email
christianconferencecenter@gmail.com using the
subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning and given to
the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing
from folks from FCC!

FCC BOOK CLUB
On June 28 at 7pm, the FCC Book Club will discuss
NEWS OF THE WORLD by Paulette Jiles, a change
from our original schedule. This post-Civil War work of
fiction tells of a widower whose job is to travel through
Texas reading the news to illiterate folk. He is asked to
take a young girl with him on his travels to San Antonio,
where he must make a difficult choice. Join us at Laurie

PLEASE HELP US OUT!
If you leave the church when the doors are
locked, please take a moment to make sure that
they actually latch closed. Both of them
sometimes need a push to latch and if this isn’t
done the building is left open.
Thank you!

Dahms’ home.

Sunday, June 17, 2018
Scripture: I Samuel 17 (selected verses) Sermon: How Big Is Your Brave?
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REMINDER:
SUNDAY, JUNE 24 is POT-LUCK SUNDAY!!!
Come join together after worship service for a pot-luck meal. Consider bringing
your favorite dish worth sharing. Maybe even a dessert you favor.
Remember to pick up your dish or container before leaving.

Welcoming a New Member
Melea White joined First Christian Church on Sunday, June 17. Melea, who is the Chaplain at Coe College in
Cedar Rapids, attends with her partner, Jared Haar, and their two daughters, Melody and Violet.

You Should Know...
Quinn Thomas will be attending The Simpson Youth Academy at Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa from June
23 to July 1. At this seminar, youth from varying religious backgrounds will explore questions about their faith
and how to transition their faith as they become adults. Quinn was recommended by Associate Regional
Minister, Tiff Williams, to represent The Upper Midwest region, as well as the Disciples of Christ denomination,
at this conference. Please hold Quinn in your prayers as he participates.
If you are cleaning out closets, going
thru school clothes, or just cutting down on
household items, remember we have a
church account at STUFF ETC. You can
donate your goods to the church account
and it will benefit programs we help thru
our church. The account # is 25,144-First
Christian Church. You can bring in your
goods and place them in a tote that must close and stack
onto others for the donate group. (“DONATE” meaning you
don't want these items back). You can walk in when it's
convenient to you. 9:00-7:30 PM Monday thru Saturday.
Furniture goes to the lower level around the back
of the store and it can come on every day, same hours or
Sunday 11:00-4:30.
July 9th Stuff Etc will be accepting Fall clothing
and getting ready for school. They will accept jeans and tshirts all year round.
July 21 & 22 will be the Half Price Sale.
Thank you for considering this option of cleaning out your
house and support local programs.

WORK CAMP MEETING
A meeting for all those who have signed
up for the Van Buren, MO, Work Camp
from July 29 through August 4. Come
find out a few more details Sunday,
June 24, 2018 after wor ship ser vice.
Maybe after everyone eats or maybe at
several tables during the pot-luck.

A Historical Summer Read
The Congregational UCC Church in Iowa City has
published a history of their last fifty years and FCC
has a copy. FCC has had close ties with this
congregation over the years. If you would like to
read it, you can borrow it from the office. We also
have four copies of David Hudson’s history of FCC
(published in 2013) that are available to be borrowed
or for a donation to the church. David’s book is also
available on Amazon.
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The Crisis Center…Beyond Statistics
On Sunday we had a wonderful presentation about the Crisis Center and their work in alleviating hunger here in
Johnson County. Here are some things you might be interested to know:









The Crisis Center was started by two college students whose roommate had attempted suicide. They realized
there weren’t good resources for helping people in crisis. Over the years they have added various services
including their food pantry.
You don’t have to qualify for government assistance (SNAP) in order to access food at the Crisis Center. In
fact, 40% of their clients don’t.
Most of the households they serve contain working adults who simply don’t make enough money to make
ends meet.
In Johnson County high housing costs often contribute to food insecurity and hunger.
The funds that the Crisis Center has to purchase money get spent in ways that make the dollars stretch the
furthest. This means that they purchase things like tomato and chicken noodle soup. Donors like us are the
ones who contribute the hearty soups and higher quality proteins which make a huge difference to families
who are being served at the Crisis Center.
The Crisis Center has eight locations (soon to be 11) that are visited monthly by their Mobile Food Pantry.
This takes food into areas that have been identified as food deserts and/or low income so that people who
can’t get to the Crisis Center’s location on Gilbert Ct. can still access food.

Information is on the board at church about how you can volunteer at the Crisis Center Food Bank.

A Letter from Steve Panther, Bread for the World Representative
Bread for the World’s Washington, DC Lobby Day was June 12. I hand delivered 313 letters from Johnson
County, including those from First Christian, at meetings with legislative assistants, who focus on nutrition
programs, for Senator Ernst and Representative Loebsack. Unfortunately, no legislative assistant was available
for Senator Grassley. However, I did take your letters to his office. In addition, I participated in a face-to-face
meeting with Representative David Young. Three Iowans participated in this year’s lobby day. We were
accompanied by two Bread for the World interns. Your letters reinforced our appeal that domestic nutrition
programs, especially SNAP, and poverty-focused development assistance be protected from budget cuts.
Thank you for participating.

Help a Family Stay Cool This Summer
Again this year the Crisis Center will be distributing fans to families to help beat
the heat. Each fan costs $20. If you would like to contribute, you can find out
more online or make a donation at this link.
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You goes out to everyone who helped

with Vacation Bible School. If you donated food, helped in the kitchen,
served as a station leader, served as a crew leader, served as a youth
volunteer, brought children to VBS, or prayed for those participating,
then we are grateful for you!

Thanks to you…
We collected 155 of the
most needed items for
the Crisis Center Food
Bank!
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Thank You, FCC!
To each of you who marched in the parade, worked at the booth,
or simply participated in some part of Iowa City PrideFest,we
are grateful. Several people expressed sincere gratitude to us
as a church for having a presence at Saturday’s festivities.

June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:
3-Kevin Klein
4-Helen Grider
4-Al Kittrell
4-Sammual Hartley
6-Mike Schluckebier
8-Ruth Ebersole
10-Mark Clark
10-Mark Hall

24-Anna Boerner
24-Valerie Klein
24–Hannah
Trullinger
26-Jayse Steeples
29-Payton Steeples
29-Sharon Sass

3

4

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Elders’ Mtg 11:30
Pat Arnold-Piano
Recital 3 PM

10

11

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

May 30

May 31

1

2

8

9

ANNIVERSARY:

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM

1-Nancy & John
McKinstry
3-Ramona & Ric
Gerard
11-Laura & Al Kittrell
13-Kay & David
Hudson

5

6

7

Staff Mtg 10 AM
S&F Mtg 1 PM

NO Bible Study
Clergy Cluster @ FCC
12 PM
HHPS Mtg 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Board/
Agenda 5:30 PM

13

14

12

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
By-Laws 11:30 AM
Bell Choir 2 PM

VBS Set-Up
Fellowship Hall in
use 5:30 PM

15

Bible Study 12:30

PRIDEFEST, IC
11 AM Booth Set up
11:30 Meet for
Parade Line-up
12 PM Parade
12-6 PM Booth

5:30 - 8:00 PM
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 10 THRU JUNE 14
17

18

19

20

21

Hunger Forum 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM
By-Laws 5:30 PM
Laura Kittrell’s Lay
Support Com. 6:15

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Worship Com. 6 PM

CRC @ Faith UCC
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM

24

25

26

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
POT-LUCK 11:15 AM
Work Camp Mtg
11:15 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

JILL

Board Meeting
7 PM

ON

VBS—Clean-Up

22

23

29

30

Ladies’ Night Out @
Red Lobster 5:30 PM

27

28

Bible Study 12:30

FCC Book Club
“News of the World”
@ Dahms 7 PM

VACATION

16

(JUNE 25 - JULY 2). . . . . . .

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

