THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of JULY 25, 2018
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Church is an interesting place. Perhaps you hear that on several levels, but when I say it today I do so in reference to
the reality of being a volunteer organization. While we have a few staff members, so much of what we do is done by
those of you who choose to make the commitment to use your gifts for ministry. And that is important. I have
thought of this several times since Nicki Ross was with us from Table to Table. She commented on the same thing—
the hours their volunteers put in would be the equivalent of six fulltime employees. That’s more than they have on
staff! Churches and other non-profits count on those who share their values and mission to also share in their work.
And I would propose that church is even a little different. After all, while we are grateful for the hours people put in,
we also work to be attentive to the call to ministry that people experience. We believe that all people have gifts for
ministry. And we want people, not just to do jobs or fill slots on a list of positions, but to discover their gifts and
calling and to serve in ways that both impact the church and the world but also that are meaningful to them.
I can think of numerous people over the years who have made an impact on my life when they were serving in ways
that best exercised their gifts and where their passions and the needs of those around them intersected. I remember
these people in my home congregation as well as in camp and conference experiences and have been grateful for
them throughout my ministry.

I would encourage you to give this some prayerful consideration and to ask some questions about what gifts you have
been given and what ministries you feel called to. When we really pay attention to this and respond to opportunities
to use these gifts, it is amazing how we not only impact others but are impacted as well. And, I encourage you, if
you have identified a gift or are feeling called to a ministry to speak up and let us know. The church’s ministries are
best shaped around the gifts and needs of the community.
I hope to see you Sunday!

Jill

P. S. Remember that I am away at church camp this week. A couple of our elders will be on call for pastoral care
concerns. If you need anything, call Marcus Seaton (515-608-0945) or Laurie Dahms (319-430-8505). And, as
usual, you can contact the church office during office hours.

DO YOU HAVE GIFTS FOR HOSPITALITY?
If welcoming and feeding and serving others are on your list of gifts, then there are opportunities for you to
share in ministry.


On the last Sunday of the month we have a pot luck. In addition to everyone bringing a dish to share, there
are some other jobs to do. If you are excited to help with set up, assist during the pot luck, or help with
clean up, please speak to Maggie Keyser or click here to sign up.



Each Sunday after worship we share a time of conversation and goodies. If you are interested in
serving, sign up for a date by clicking here. If you have questions, contact Pastor Jill.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
July 25 - 2 Samuel 11:1-18, 26-27
August 1 - No Bible Study

August 12: Hymn Sing in morning worship.
August 14: Board meeting at 7pm.

Conversations on
Race, Bias, and Diversity
The last conversation in the series on race, bias, and
diversity is Thursday night, July 26. Join us for
conversation as we ask questions about the
commitments we can make to change the world and
impact racist systems. Please RSVP to the office
today if you plan to attend so we can prepare
enough for dinner.

Next Pot Luck: Sunday, July 29
Our monthly pot luck dinner will
be Sunday following worship.
Bring a dish to share and plan to
stay for good food and
fellowship.

August 19: Back-to-School Blessing in morning
worship.

August 25: All Congregational Gathering in
Newton (activities for all ages). Be watching for
registration information.
August 26: Final Summer Hunger Forum at
9am - join John Boller from the Coralville Food
Pantry to learn more about their important
work.
September 9: Bible presentation for 2nd
graders and Kick-Off Sunday with lunch and
carnival games to follow worship.
September 29: Food Pack Event - This isn’t
only for children or families with children, but
is an opportunity for ALL people to participate
in preparing food that meets the nutritional
needs of the most food deprived people
around the world.

Join the Garden Club

Hannah Circle August Meeting

Sabra Fleck (319-338-7737) is heading up the efforts
to keep our flower beds and landscaping attractive
and free of weeds. She is looking for people to sign
up for a week at a time - come on your own time to help keep things looking good. A sign up sheet is
available at the back of the sanctuary.

On August 20 the Hannah Circle will meet at the
church (lower lot) at 1 pm to
carpool to Janet Moore’s home
where they will enjoy an afternoon
pontoon ride with fellowship. All
ladies are welcome and can bring a
snack to share.

Sunday, July 29, 2018
Scripture: Ezra 9:1-4, 10:1-5 Sermon: "DIVIDED OR UNITED?"
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DISASTER RELIEF IN THE UPPER MIDWEST
First Grants are heading to Churches impacted by
tornadoes!
Here is one way you can help. Give to a "Disaster
Relief Fund-UMW" https://
docgeneralassembly.webconnex.com/disasterrelief
We will funnel this money directly to the local
congregations as needed. We believe strongly that the
local congregations know where the money will need
to go. Of course there will be insurance and other
groups helping clean up but there are always other
needs and some whom the church will know need extra
help.
We have learned that one individual in the Central
Christian Church, Marshalltown congregation has no
insurance, is 90 years old and the tornado took off his
roof. We will learn of more needs along the way but
for now please help as we provide funds directly to the
congregations to help in their community.

July 25, 2018

Dear Friend of TABLE TO TABLE,
We are writing to you today to ask for your
assistance in recruiting additional volunteers to help
continue our mission of keeping wholesome, edible
food from going to waste by collecting it from
donors and distributing to those in need through
agencies that serve the hungry, homeless and at-risk
populations.
There are more grocery stores that want to donate
food and more agencies/people that are in need of
food, but we can't serve them until we have the
volunteers to help.
Fight climate change while you feed the hungry! Be
a part of local food rescue efforts and help feed the
19,500 food insecure people in Johnson County.
You can be a member of Table to Table's volunteer
team that delivers 45,000 pounds of food each week
to agencies that serve the hungry, homeless, and
at-risk populations of Johnson County. We are looking for community members that have 2-3 hours a
week and can help us rescue food! To learn more
contact us at 319-337-3400
or volunteer@table2table.org.

Best,
Katie Steingrabe
Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator
TABLE TO TABLE
840 S Capitol St.
Iowa City, IA 52240
ph: 319-337-3400
www.table2table.org

Equal in God's eyes
The faith of America's founders affirmed the sanctity of
each individual. Every human life - man or woman, child or
adult, commoner or aristocrat, rich or poor - was equal in
the eyes of the Lord. It also affirmed the responsibility of
each individual.
-Lady Margaret Thatcher
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Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS::

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

1-Linda Kinkade
3-Julie Fitzpatrick
3– Karen Haslett
5-Diane Hertel
6-Martha Melton
7-Charlie Hall
11-Spencer Thomas

11-Noah Frede
12-Jared Haar
15-Barbara
Brodersen
15-Jack JensenFitzpatrick
18-Carol Mertens

20-Scott
Brownsberger
21-Karen Dawson
24-Corinne Stanley
27-Wilma Evans
28-Jay Keyser
30-Aaron Kepler

5

6

7

8

9

Worship @ 10AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Comm.
5:30 PM
Arrow Chapter
7 PM

12

13

14

15

16

Worship @ 10AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Board Mtg 7 PM

CRC @ New Song
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30

Women’s Night Out,
5:30 PM at
Olive Garden

20

21

22

23

Hannah Circle see
article in newsletter
ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy @
10 AM

27

28

29

30

Troop 2000 7 PM

19
Worship @ 10AM
w/Back to School
Blessing
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

26
Hunger Forum
9 AM
Worship @ 10AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Bible Study 12:30

All Congregation
Gathering in
Newton

31
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CONVERSATIONS ON RACE AND DIVERSITY
The conversations we have been having on race and diversity have been rich. Last week we particularly looked at
the concept of white privilege. This is a term that often gets strong responses from people. It is often difficult for
us to admit or even see our privilege. It is also often difficult to understand that this isn’t so much about individual
privilege (growing up in a wealthy home, etc.) but about the reality that our systems are shaped in ways that
simply by being white we experience benefits, often benefits we don’t even know to identify.
In class on Thursday our adults did a privilege walk. They lined up and then took either a step forward or backward
(depending on instructions) for each statement that applied to them. The statements were things like: If you can
find Band-Aids at mainstream stores designed to blend in with your skin tone, take a step forward; if you studied
the culture of your ancestors in elementary school, take a step forward; if you feel good about how people like you
have been portrayed in the media, take a step forward; if you attended schools where you were the only person of
your race in your class, take a step backward; If you are often asked to speak on behalf of a group of people who
share an identity (such as race) with you, take a step backward.
Even though the work of identifying these things can be challenging, we encourage you to continue to do so. Get
in touch with the places in you where bias or prejudice raise their head. Look for ways you are benefitting from
systems that leave others suffering. Ask what you can do to help change the world around for the good of all.
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

