This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of JULY 11, 2018
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
On Sunday as we left the church, the boys and I were talking about driving. Teegan was eager to turn on the car and
to shift it into reverse and then shift it into drive (with me in the driver’s seat, of course!). Next came conversation
about what neutral is and when it would be used.
As if on cue, about halfway home, the car in front of us turned on its flashers and rolled into a gas station parking lot,
but not quite to the gas pump. You guessed it—they were out of gas. While I am certain their misfortune was not
designed as a continuing lesson for my children, I took advantage of the moment anyway. We pulled in behind them
and got out to help push their car to the gas pump.
And the lesson that I first noticed—the one that went, “Hey, boys, look...here’s a time when you might put the car in
neutral” turned into something so much more important. Because behind us another car pulled in and out jumped a
person willing to help. And then there was the person who had just exited the gas station. “Are they out of gas?” he
asked. Then he joined the team as the car was maneuvered within reach of the pump.
And there were my children, not only armed with the knowledge of how helpful the neutral setting can be, but
pushing a stranger’s car alongside other strangers.
Soon the car was being filled with gas and each of us had gone on our way, back to whatever our Sunday afternoons
held. Perhaps, for some, without even giving that event a second thought.
And yet, I find that I keep thinking about those short minutes on Sunday when strangers worked together for the
good of another they did not even know. It was a simple act that asked very little of any one person and yet it was
important for the two people whose car was coasting on fumes.
On Sunday morning, as we looked together at the creation stories during worship, I asked you all to imagine what
this world would be like if we lived more convincingly as those whose lives grew out of the power and love of God,
as those whose lives were made for caring relationships, as those who understood the intentions of God’s creation
and didn’t work to manipulate or oppress others, as those who understood ourselves and all of creation to be good.
Sometimes amidst the headlines of each day we are left wondering if there is any goodness left, if there is any way
back together across the many divides that keep us apart, if anything we do matters anyway. While everything is not
solved in two minutes of pushing a stranded car together, I wonder how many divides might be closed if we made an
effort to really pay attention to each other—to pay attention to the needs and desires, the strengths and gifts, the joys
and sorrows of others—not just those like us or those we already know, but even the stranger in a gas station parking
lot. What would happen if we paid attention and then chose to respond?
I hope to see you Sunday! Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets
at 12:30pm each week.
July 11 - Genesis 22:1-19
July 18 - Ezra 9:1-10:5

Conversations on
Race, Bias, and Diversity

July Hunger Forum
On Sunday, July 15 at 9am, Nicki
Ross from Table to Table will be with us for our
next Hunger Forum. Table to Table is an
organization that works to connect businesses
that have excess food with helping agencies and
childcare facilities who need it. Come and learn
more about this innovative project. Activities for
children are offered during this time, too.

You are not too late to join the conversation. We
still have three Thursdays left with dinner (donations
accepted to help cover costs) at 5:45pm and
conversation at 6:30pm. The adults and older youth
will share conversation based on the book Waking
Up White by Debby Irving. Children will celebrate
diversity and younger youth will explore race, bias,
and privilege. Please RSVP to the office today if you
plan to attend so we can prepare enough for dinner.

ALL LADIES WELCOME!
Come join us at Wig & Pen (on
Hwy 6/Coralville strip) July
19 at 5:30 pm. Enjoy the
company, good conversation,
and wonderful food choices.

Join the Garden Club
Sabra Fleck (319-338-7737) is heading up the efforts
to keep our flower beds and landscaping attractive
and free of weeds. She is looking for people to sign
up for a week at a time - come on your own time to help keep things looking good. Contact Sabra
when you are ready to claim a week or two!

The Hannah Circle next meets on
Monday, July 16 at 1 pm. Join
other ladies for conversation,
study, food, and fellowship.

Children, Youth & Families
August 19: Back-to-School Blessing
August 25: All Congregational Gathering
in Newton (activities for all ages)
September 9: Bible presentation (2nd
graders) and Kick-Off Sunday (with lunch and
carnival games to follow worship)
September 29: Food Pack event

Sunday, July 15, 2018
Scripture: Genesis 19: 1-11

Sermon: "It’s About Hospitality"
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Cracking the Codes:
The Systems of Racial Inequity
Iowa City Public Library, Room-A
Sunday, July 15, 1– 4pm

Mission & Witness Team Asks
You to Mark Your Calendars…

Sponsored by: SURJ Education Committee

In the U.S., race—more than any other demographic
factor—determines levels of individual educational
achievement, health and life expectancy, possibility of
Incarceration, and wealth. This film revels selfperpetuating systems of inequity.
Designed for dialogue and learning, Cracking the Codes
works to disentangle internal beliefs within, as it builds
skills to recognize and address the external drivers of
inequity.
Come prepared to do some journaling and engage in
discussion as you watch this film.

AT THE CENTER OF IT ALL
Psalm 118:8, the verse that falls in the middle of the Protestant
Bible, reads, “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to
trust in humans” (NIV).
The center of God’s Word reminds us to make God the center
of our lives! No other person or possession can fulfill or save
us. Only God is a safe, certain refuge, and we grow closer to
him by grounding ourselves in his Word and his will.

July 15 and 22: Time to order your FCC T-Shirt
On these two Sundays order forms as well as
sample t-shirts will be available. Visit the table
in the narthex to order yours. There will be
two different styles of chalice available—pick
your favorite! T-shirts are $15 each. T-shirts
are a great way to tell people about your
church and serve to help us identify as a group
when we are out in the community.
August 26: Final Summer Hunger Forum
Join John Boller from the Coralville Food Pantry
to learn more about their important work.
September 29: Food Pack Event

This isn’t only for children or families with
children, but is an opportunity for ALL people
to participate in preparing food that meets the
nutritional needs of the most food deprived
people around the world.

GOD-CREATED SUPER STAR
“God made … the greater light to rule the day …” (Genesis 1:16, NRSV). The first biblical description of Creation
reveals that God made the sun-a truly amazing body of light.
At the sun’s center (where the temperature reaches 15 million degrees!), every second, 600 million tons of hydrogen
fuse into 596 million tons of helium. The 4 million “missing” tons become sunshine, making life on earth possible.
The sun’s magnetic field (which reverses direction every 11 years) and the resulting sunspots and solar flares impact
the earth in ways most of us rarely think about.
Writes Dennis Overbye in the New York Times: “In all of recorded history, as far as scientists have been able to tell,
the sun’s output has varied by only a tenth of a percent.” If the sun were more volatile, like many stars, earth would
either burn up or freeze at regular intervals.
As you spend time outside this summer, give thanks for this bright marvel that God designed.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

Wed

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

CRC 10 AM @
Adhoc Comm

Bell Choir 2:30 PM

Pack 2000 3 PM

FCC Office Closed

Race & Diversity:
Meal 5:45
Study 6:30

Troop 2000 7 PM

KARA

Thu

AT

CAMP

July 1 thru

July 3

8

9

10

11

12

Bell Choir 2:30 PM

By-Laws 5:30 PM
ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

M&W Mtg 10:30

Troop 2000 7 PM

Staff Mtg
11:30 AM
S&F Mtg 1 PM
NO BOARD
MTG IN JULY

Race & Diversity:
Meal 5:45
Study 6:30

15

16

17

18

19

Hunger Forum and
Kids’ Activities 9 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg
11:30 AM

Bible Study 12:30

Race & Diversity:
Meal 5:45
Study 6:30

Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

By-Laws 5:30 PM
ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

22

23

Bell Choir 2:30 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Troop 2000 7 PM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 @ Wig & Pen

24

25

26

Bible Study 12:30
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

Race & Diversity:
Meal 5:45
Study 6:30
NO Book Club

JILL

AT

SUMMER

CHURCH

29

30

POT-LUCK

By-Laws 5:30 PM

Bell Choir TBD

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Troop 2000 7 PM

CAMP

31

WORK CAMP in Southeast Missouri July 29-August 4

JULY 22

THRU

JULY 27

Anniversary:
22-Joy & Mark
Clark
31-Tara &
Steve Clark

BIRTHDAYS::
3-Jared Trullinger
9-Ava Clark
14-Allison
Greathouse
17-Martha Hedberg
23-Marina
Eisenmenger
27-Darrell Flinn
31-Samuel Rodriguez
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Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
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