THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of February 6, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Do you ever feel overwhelmed by the need in the world? Do you ever feel like there are so many good causes you
want to support, so many ways you want to make a difference? Do you ever feel like you don’t know where to start
or how to really make an impact for good?
Both in watching people and in my own life, I have found that there are several common responses:
 Try to do everything and respond to everything (which for some people works out and for many leads to burn
out).
 Choose one or two needs or causes and put all of your energy there - rather than trying to do a little for many, do
a lot for one.
 Choose one way to spend your energy - focus all your resources on advocacy or focus all of your resources on
hands-on response or focus all of your resources on education and information sharing.
 Feel bad when you see the news or hear about the need but then just go home to your warm cozy house and don’t
do anything.
I am sure these are not the only options, but in my experience they seem to be the most common. And, in my
experience, over the course of our lifetimes we often fluctuate through different approaches.
While I’m not advocating for one approach over another (although I would discourage burying our heads in the
proverbial sand and just ignoring the needs of the world!), I do think it’s good for us to have conversation about how
we use our resources (time, energy, position, money, etc.) to make the world better and to help “the least” of God’s
children.
Here at First Christian we work to take an approach of offering opportunities for hands-on work, advocacy, and
education. And while our Mission & Witness Team has given us a focus area for the last two years, we still offer
opportunities that go beyond responding to that need. Our hope is that people will find ways to engage in ministry to
the world. Our hope is not that you do everything that is offered, but that you try some things whether that is
responding to passions you’ve already identified or whether it provides an opportunity to try something new and
discover a passion you didn’t yet recognize.
This year you are and will be hearing about a lot of opportunities to respond through education, hands-on work, and
advocacy to the needs around affordable housing and homelessness. These have long been passions of this
congregation and of many in our midst. I hope you’ll find an opportunity to engage this need.
There are also a couple other opportunities coming up that I want you to know about. In April there are two walks
that we are looking forward to having FCC teams participate in:
 CROP Walk - Sunday, April 7 beginning at 1:30pm. This walk is sponsored by Church World Service and
focuses on hunger. You can participate either by raising money and walking or by supporting those who walk.
More information will be coming soon.
 NAMI Walk - Saturday, April 27 beginning at 10am. This walk is sponsored by National Alliance on Mental
Illness and supports education, support groups, advocacy, and more that offer support to individuals and families
who are impacted by mental illness. I happen to be the Faith Chair for this year’s NAMI Walk and would love to
have others of you join our team. To do so, you can register here (and if you register by Feb. 15 you have a
chance to win $50 in gift cards). Again, you can participate by raising money and walking or by sponsoring
those who walk.
There are many good ways to respond to the needs of the world and people around us. These are just a few. I hope
we’ll keep talking and keep sharing these ministries together.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
February 6 - Luke 6:17-26
February 13 - Luke 6:27-38

UPCOMING FAITH FORMATION
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS
February 10 - March 3: Faith Questions
Join friends as together we explore the faith
questions that are on our minds. Meet in room 114.
February 10 - March 3: Affordable Housing Study
Sessions are on Sundays after worship and
Wednesday evenings. Read below for more info.
During Lent (March 6 - April 20): We will again offer
Spiritual Life Groups. More details coming soon.

Children, Youth, and Families
February 8-10: JYF Retreat in Newton (3rd, 4th and
5th graders).
March 1-3: CYF Retreat in Newton (9th-12th grades)
Save the Date! Vacation Bible School 2019, June 913, meal at 5:30, program 6-8pm
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: FEB. 24
Please plan to stay following worship on Sunday,
February 24 for our annual Congregational Meeting.
We will vote on those presented by the Nominating
Committee to serve in leadership, as well as voting to
accept the proposed bylaws. Our monthly potluck
will follow the meeting. Questions? Contact
moderator, Malinda Thomas (divamlt@aol.com).

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BIBLE STUDY

Baptism/Confirmation Class Coming

You are invited to sign up (on the clipboard in the
narthex or by calling the church office) for the
Affordable Housing Bible Study with fellowship meals
which begins February 10 and continues every
Sunday after worship and Wednesdays at 5:30
through the first Sunday in March. Thanks to Dave
Klein you can now go to our website to see the full
details.

Young people who are in 5th grade and older and
are interested in exploring making a commitment to
faith and/or joining the church are invited to a
Baptism/Confirmation Class which will take place on
Sundays after worship beginning March 10. In
Disciples tradition we practice believer’s baptism by
immersion. We also recognize other forms of
baptism and offer confirmation for those who have
previously been baptized. If you have questions or
are interested in joining the class, let Pastor Jill know
(icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).

Take part in the conversation and a
good meal. Join the ladies February
14th at Flannigan’s, 5:30 PM.

February Food Pantry Focus:
Peanut Butter
Donations can be put in the labeled bin at
the back of the sanctuary throughout February.

FCC BOOK CLUB
THE BUTTERFLY MOSQUE: A Young American Woman's
Journey to Love and Islam by G. Willow Wilson is a
memoir of the author's time in Egypt. We learn what
it's like to live in the huge city of Cairo, how she chose to
become a Muslim, and about her falling in love with a
young Egyptian man. We'll discuss the book at Maggie
Keyser's, 12 Hummingbird Lane, Iowa City, on Thursday,
February 28, 7:00 p.m.
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Compeer “Sound of Friendship” Dessert Concert
February 16 is the date for Compeer’s annual fundraising Dessert Concert and this year our own Al Zimmerman
will provide pre-concert music beginning at 6:30pm. Compeer is a non-profit that matches community volunteers
with a person being treated for a mental illness in friendship thus helping to break the isolation and stigma of
mental illness. In addition to Al, the following musicians will perform: Kol Shira, Two-Bit Maniac, Jeff Rohlwing, and
Matthew Penning (on Krapf Organ). Tickets are $20 and can be purchased at the door or online at
www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org .

Are you interested in respectfully engaging with people of
all gender and sexual identities whether in the workplace,
church, family and/or social circles? You are invited to
Sanctuary Church (2205 E. Grantview Dr., Coralville) for:
Gender and Sexual Identity Seminar
Feb. 12, 7-8:30 PM
Led by Sanctuary member Dr. Katie Imborek, this seminar
will focus on foundational terms, definitions, and concepts
around LGBTQ identities. This seminar is free and open to
the public; please RSVP for space and resource planning.

Disciples Booklets
Available
Want to learn more about who we
are as the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)? Want to refresh your
memory? Did you attend the Disciples Identity
class and are left wanting to know even more?
Pick up one of the red booklets “About the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)” near the
main door to FCC.

Sunday, February 10, 2019
Scripture: Luke 5:1-11 Sermon: In the Deep Water

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth.
When he spoke in the local synagogue, the people there were astounded by the
wisdom he expressed. They did not expect such words from someone of modest
means and from a humble home. He was, in their eyes, a carpenter, not a certified
teacher or a priest. “They took offense at him” (Matthew 13:57).
What was the final outcome? St. Matthew writes: “And he did not do many deeds of
power there, because of their_________” (Matthew 13:58, NRSV).
Fill in the blank with:
A) anger
B) unbelief
C) unconcern
D) manner

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

BIRTHDAYS
1-Leah Brownsberger
4-Grayson Seaton
11-Jaden Mohr
12-Frank Williams
14-Joy Clark
15-David Wheeler

16-Sharon Pickens
16-Dennis Arnold
18-Beth Smith
19-Nancy Ream
23-John McKinstry
24-Maya Seaton
24-Kay Hudson

3

4

5

6

7

Elders Mtg. 5:30 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15
Strings & Singers
7 PM
Worship Committee
7 PM

Mission & Witness
Mtg. 11 AM

10

11

12

13

14

Nominating Comm.
5:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM

Cluster Mtg. 12 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

19

20

21

Staff Mtg 10 AM

CRC @ FCC 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

17

BOARD MTG
7 PM

18

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 11:15 AM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

24
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Congr. Mtg 11:15 AM
POT-LUCK 11:45 A M
Bible Study 12 PM
Joe Page/Recitals 1:30
Troop 2000 7 PM

25

Sat

1

2

8

9

25-Emily Steeples
27-Kristia Kronstein
27-Maggie Keyser
27-Teegan Michel

Sunday School 9 AM
Nominating Comm.
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Bylaws Pres. 11:15
Youth Progressive
Dinner 4:15 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 11:15 AM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Fri

26

JYF Retreat 3rd-5th grade in Newton
back 2/10

15

16

22

23

Pastor Jill Out Of Office

27

28

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM

Women Clergy
Group 10 AM

ANNIVERSARIES !!
5-Jill & Jim Michel
11-Rachel & Bob
Bogs
7-Joann & Gayle
Cuppy

14-Linda & Darrell
Flinn
17-Malinda & Jay
Thomas
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Sunday Services:
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10 AM Church Service
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Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
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Staff:
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