THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of February 27, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
On Sunday we approved new Bylaws and elected new leaders. I want to talk to you about what some of those
changes mean for our ministry together. I want to talk to you about some of the opportunities that will be open to
you - ways for you to engage your passions and say “yes” to ministries you care about. It was my intention to write
about that this week.
But as I type, the United Methodist Church is preparing to vote on a plan which will say again to our LGBTQ+
friends that they are not worthy. By the time you read this, they will have done that. And over the coming days and
months and years we will discover the full implications for that church body. But this isn’t on my mind because of
what it means for church structure.
What I am most concerned for is the people who are hurt again and again by this declaration. I am concerned for
LGBTQ+ people who are already more likely to experience drug addiction or suicide because there are already too
many places and people in their lives telling them they are not enough. I am concerned for family and friends of
LGBTQ+ people...parents who love God and the church but don’t know how to balance these messages with their
love for their children; pastors who believe wholeheartedly in the wideness of God’s love but whose churches send a
different message; children who have heard (yet again) that their family is somehow less than. What I am concerned
for is people who joined a United Methodist Church after they adopted the phrase, “Open Hearts. Open Minds.
Open Doors” but who are now being pushed into the shadows or out that open door.
And while it is our United Methodist friends in the news stories this week, let us not pretend that this is just about the
United Methodist Church.
First Christian Church, again we are reminded that it is so important to not only say that all are welcome, to not only
love the people in our midst even if we don’t understand them, but to practice true welcome and extravagant
compassion. It is important that nearly 20 years ago John McKinstry was naming that “gay and straight” are both
welcome at the table. It is important that same gendered relationships and families have been blessed in our
sanctuary. It is important that since the moment same gendered marriage became legal, it has been happening in our
sanctuary. A nd it is important that we not feel like we have arrived. Again our LGBTQ+ friends will wonder if they
can trust what a church says. So, it will continue to be important that we are clear about our message and our
intention. It will continue to be important that we live what we claim. It will continue to be important that we have
open conversations, that we tell and hear stories, that we learn from those who are different from us. There are
enough voices of hate out there. It is important that we make sure our voice of love and acceptance is heard.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

Spiritual Life Groups
Want to draw closer to God and others? You are invited to join a Spiritual Life Group during Lent. This year’s
study will focus on Prayer & Temperament using the Myers Briggs Personality Indicator. These groups will meet
for 6 weeks. Groups are offered in various location and at various times which are listed below. You can sign up
Sunday at church or use this link .
Sundays from 3:30 - 5pm beginning March 10 with Jon Feaver leading at his home on IC’s west side
Mondays from 7 - 8:30pm beginning March 11 with Jill Michel leading at her home in North Liberty
Tuesdays from 1 - 2:30pm beginning March 12 with Nancy Richard and Jill Michel leading at church
Sundays from 11:30am - 1pm beginning March 17 with Melea White leading at church.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
February 27 - Luke 1:26-33
March 6 - Luke 23:50-56

Children, Youth, and Families
March 1-3: CYF Retreat in Newton (9th-12th grades)
Sunday, March 3, 4-7pm: Youth Group prep for Youth Sunday
Saturday, March 9, 5-8pm: Youth group prep for Youth

LENTEN FAITH FORMATION

Sunday

Thursday, March 14, 6-8pm: Youth group prep for Youth

Join Pastor Jill for a Lenten study titled “Jesus &
Possessions” as together we ponder our attachment
to possessions; grapple with the question, “How
much is enough?”; and explore the risks and
consequences of being too attached to possessions.
We will also reflect on the act of giving and discover
how it can make a positive impact in our lives.

Sunday

Wednesdays, March 27, April 3, 10 & 17: Children’s Choir
Practice for Palm Sunday and Easter
Friday, March 29, 6-9pm: Youth group prep for Youth Sunday
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

FCC BOOK CLUB
AFFORDABLE HOUSING BIBLE STUDY
It is not too late to join the Affordable Housing Bible
Study which began February 10 and continues each
Wednesday evening (5:30pm) and Sunday morning
(following worship) through March 3. A light meal is
served with each session. To prepare please read the
lesson ahead of time. You can pick up printed copies
of the lessons at the church or you can access all the
information by visiting our website. In addition to
the lesson material, full details about the study are
there.

THE BUTTERFLY MOSQUE: A Young American Woman's
Journey to Love and Islam by G. Willow Wilson is a
memoir of the author's time in Egypt. We learn what
it's like to live in the huge city of Cairo, how she chose to
become a Muslim, and about her falling in love with a
young Egyptian man. We'll discuss the book at Maggie
Keyser's, on Thursday, February 28, 7:00pm

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT
Ladies, come join together for an evening of
enjoyable conversation, laughter, great
smells, and no clean up on March 21.
Meeting at Pagliai’s Pizza, Iowa City, at
5:30pm.

THANK YOU FROM HEIFER
We received a thank you note from Heifer
International for our donation of over $5000 to “Fill
the Ark.” Look for the certificate of recognition on
the Mission & Witness board at the back of the
sanctuary. And while you’re there, check out
information about opportunities to volunteer with
housing efforts here in Johnson County.

MARCH FOOD PANTRY FOCUS:
DIAPERS
Thank you for the donations of Peanut
Butter in February. As a new month
begins, we have a new focus item. During March you
are invited to bring Diapers for the Coralville Food
Pantry.
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LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

Have a Book to Share?

The Coralville Food Pantry is looking for volunteers
who will help them pick up donations
from the HyVee on Forevergreen Rd.
on Wednesday mornings.

Remember, there is a box near
the front entrance for you to
deposit books you have
enjoyed as donations to the
Shelter House Book Sale. The
Book Sale will take place March 30-31 at the
Johnson Co. Fairgrounds. We will be collecting book
donation through Sunday, March 24.

If you would or could help on
Wednesdays before 10am please,
contact Kelly Ruggels at
319-573-5288, who will organize and
schedule those who are willing to help. Kelly is on
the Board of Directors for the Food Pantry and can/
will answer any questions you may have.

Ecumenical Taizé Service Returns
Crop Walk is April 7
Hungry people in developing
countries typically walk as
many as six miles a day to get food, water and fuel
and to take their goods to market. We walk to be
in solidarity with their struggle for existence. We
walk because we want to end hunger- one step at a
time.

Again this year First Christian will have a Crop Walk
team. Pick up your packet Sunday from Al
Zimmerman to participate.

After a few years’ hiatus, the ecumenical Taizé community in the Iowa City area is reconvening and the
public is invited to participate. People will gather
for about an hour of chanting, silence, diverse
readings and common prayer on Sunday, March 3,
at 6:00 pm, at New Song Episcopal Church, 912
Twentieth Ave., in Coralville.
Gatherings will continue at that time and place on
the first Sunday of each month. People may contact
Linda Kroon (lstewartkroon@gmail.com) or Dorothy
Whiston (dwwhiston@gmail.com) for more
information.

Sunday, March 3, 2019
Scripture: Luke 9:28-36

Sermon: No Camping

In the 8th century B.C., a prophet of God condemned the sinfulness of many of Jerusalem’s
citizens. On behalf of God, he chastised anyone who abused power, was unjust toward the
poor and used bribes and position to gain money and status. He even condemned prideful
women who walked “with outstretched necks, glancing wantonly with their eyes, mincing
along as they go, tinkling with their feet.” (He was referring to little bells attached to
women’s ankles.) Who was that prophet?
A. Isaiah
B. Amos
C. Hosea
D. Jeremiah

Answer: See 3:16 ff, NRSV, of the book with the prophet’s name

Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:

4

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
AH Bible Study 11:15
Youth Group 4-7PM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

10

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Thu

ANNIVERSARY:

22-Jay Thomas
3-Linda Flinn
25-Ian Brownsberger
5-Olivia Bogs
26-Jane John
7-Vic Edwards
27-Amir Jalilian10-Victoria Threlkeld
Nosraty
13-Thea Coobs

3

Wed
Kent & Rebecca
Clark—31st

1

2

CYF Retreat 9th thru 12th grades, in
Newton back on 3/3/2019

5

6

7

8

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Elders 6:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Worship 6:30 PM
*Ash Wednesday

Stewardship &
Finance 3:30 PM

11

*Spiritual Life
Group

12

*Spiritual Life
Group

13
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

BOARD Mtg.
7 PM

9
Youth Group 5-8PM

Set Clocks
Forward 1 hour!

14

15

16

22

23

Clergy Cluster @
Vespa 12 PM
Youth Group 6-8PM
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

*Spiritual Life

*Spiritual Life

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
@ Pagliai’s

Group

Group

CRC @ St Thomas
More 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Sat

Open Sanctuary 12-1
Prayers & Ashes 5-6:30

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Fri

Jill out of Office

24
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

31
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot-Luck 11:15 AM
Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

25

*Spiritual Life
Group

26

27

28

Group

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kid’s Choir
Practice 6 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club 7PM
@ Laurie Dahms

*Spiritual Life

* Ash Wednesday,
Sanctuary open /
ashes available 12
to 1 PM and 5 to
6:30 PM

29

*

30

Youth Group 6-9PM

SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP:

March 17, 24, and 31 – 11:30 AM – at the church.
March 10, 17, 24, and 31 – 3:30 PM – at Jon Feaver’s home.
March 11, 18, and 25 – 7 PM – at Jill Michel’s home.
March 12, 19, and 26 – 1 PM – at the church.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

Bringing your dog to children’s moment to talk about
what loving one another means is an easy way to
become the kids favorite!

