THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of February 20, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
It is hard to believe but the season of Lent is just around the corner, beginning March 6 with Ash Wednesday. This is
one of my favorite seasons of the year because it is an intentional time set aside for slowing down, for reflecting, for
searching ourselves with honesty, and for refocusing on our relationship with God and with others. In our busy lives,
it takes an act of intention to do most any of these things. I hope you will take advantage of the season and of some
special offerings that will be shared through the church.

Ash Wednesday - We plan to again offer periods of self-led reflection when you can come, sit for a few minutes or as
long as you would like and receive ashes. We also plan to offer a brief worship service where we can start the season
together in community. Ashes will be available from 12-1pm and 5-6:30pm with the worship service beginning at
6:30pm.
Spiritual Life Groups will again be offered. Spiritual Life Groups are short term small groups that are intended to
both explore our spiritual lives through study and to deepen relationships between people. Each session of Spiritual
Life Groups has a different study piece and this time we will be looking at Prayer and Temperament - how our
personality type impacts our prayer style. If you love the Myers Briggs Personality Indicator or just like to think
through the implications of personality on our spiritual lives, this will be great fun for you!
Each group will meet for six weeks, 1 1/2 hours each meeting and be led through both study and sharing. There are
many times and places available to you. Groups are limited to 12 people. Sign up sheets will be available Sunday at
worship or you can indicate your interest and group preference by emailing me (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com). The
groups will meet at the following times and places:
Sundays at 3:30pm with J on Feaver leading at he and Ver n’s home on the west side of Iowa City.
Mondays at 7pm with J ill Michel leading at the Michel home in Nor th Liber ty. Childr en ar e welcome to
come along and play together in the basement family room.
Tuesdays at 1pm at the chur ch with Nancy Richar ds and J ill Michel leading.
Sundays after worship (11:30am - 1pm) with Melea White leading. Nursery available. Bring your own snack
or sack lunch if you would like. This group won’t begin until March 17.
For more information on the Spiritual Life Groups, please read page 4 of the newsletter.
Other information about the rest of the season of Lent and Easter (April 21) will be coming soon. For now, I hope
you’ll start planning to make Lent a meaningful time.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

Sunday, February 24 - Annual Congregational Meeting and Pot Luck
Please plan to be here on Sunday for our annual Congregational Meeting where we will elect new leaders and vote
on the Bylaws that have been proposed. Remember, if you have any questions about the Bylaws, you can ask
Pastor Jill or any member of the Bylaws Committee.
Following our meeting, we will share our monthly Pot Luck Dinner, so please remember to bring a dish to share
and plan to stay and enjoy fellowship. And, of course, the Affordable Housing Bible Study will take place and be
meeting at the end of the Pot Luck.
Weather has kept us apart too much lately - we are hoping that we can be together on Sunday!

This Week at First Christian Church

February 20, 2019

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
February 20 - Luke 9:28-36
February 27 - Luke 1:26-33

FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ADULTS
February 10 - March 3: Faith Questions
Join friends as together we explore the faith
questions that are on our minds. Meet in room 114.
February 10 - March 3: Affordable Housing Study
Sessions are on Sundays after worship and
Wednesday evenings. Read below for more info.

Children, Youth, and Families
March 1-3: CYF Retreat in Newton (9th-12th grades)
Save the Date! Vacation Bible School 2019, June 913, meal at 5:30, program 6-8pm
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

FCC BOOK CLUB
THE BUTTERFLY MOSQUE: A Young American Woman's
Journey to Love and Islam by G. Willow Wilson is a
memoir of the author's time in Egypt. We learn what
it's like to live in the huge city of Cairo, how she chose to
become a Muslim, and about her falling in love with a
young Egyptian man. We'll discuss the book at Maggie
Keyser's, 12 Hummingbird Lane, Iowa City, on Thursday,
February 28, 7:00pm

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BIBLE STUDY
It is not too late to join the Affordable Housing Bible
Study which began February 10 and continues each
Wednesday evening (5:30pm) and Sunday morning
(following worship) through March 3. A light meal is
served with each session. To prepare please read the
lesson ahead of time. You can pick up printed copies
of the lessons at the church or you can access all the
information by visiting our website. In addition to
the lesson material, full details about the study are
there.

Week of Compassion
Offering
Week of Compassion is the relief,
refugee and development mission fund of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United
States and Canada. We, here at First Christian, are
most familiar with the work that Week of
Compassion does to support communities following
natural disasters. Please give generously to our
Week of Compassion offering this Sunday.

Baptism/Confirmation Class Coming
Young people who are in 5th grade and older and
are interested in exploring making a commitment to
faith and/or joining the church are invited to a
Baptism/Confirmation Class which will take place on
Sundays after worship beginning March 10. In
Disciples tradition we practice believer’s baptism by
immersion. We also recognize other forms of
baptism and offer confirmation for those who have
previously been baptized. If you have questions or
are interested in joining the class, let Pastor Jill know
(icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).

February Food Pantry Focus:
Peanut Butter
Remember that Sunday is the last day
to bring peanut butter. Donations can
be put in the labeled bin at the back of the sanctuary
throughout February. Let’s see how many jars we
can collect!
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LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Coralville Food Pantry is looking for 3
volunteers who will help them every
Wednesday morning. The new
Hy-Vee on Forever Green Road,
North Liberty has agreed to donate to
the Coralville Food Pantry.
This morning (2/20/2019) Mike
Alber was one of 3 people who
donated their time to collect the donation and deliver
it to the pantry. They were done and well on their
way home before 10am. Mike said there were 6 carts
loaded with vegetables, breads, pastries, fruit trays,
and even trays with deviled eggs this morning.
If you would or could help on Wednesdays before
10am please, contact Kelly Ruggels at 319-573-5288,
who will organize and schedule those who are
willing to help. Kelly is on the Board of Directors
for the Food Pantry and can/will answer any
questions you may have.

SHELTER HOUSE BOOK SALE
March 30 and 31
The annual Shelter House Book Sale is coming! And
there are multiple ways you can
participate.
BUY A BOOK—Mark your calendar
for March 30 and 31 to go
shopping at the Johnson County Fairgrounds, Bldg. C (4261
Oak Crest Hill Rd. SE, Iowa City).
DONATE A BOOK—Books, DVDs, records and CDs can
be donated for the sale. Donation times begin
February 24 and run through the week of the sale.
Donations are received at the Fairgrounds, Bldg B on
Sundays (1-3pm), Monday (10am—2pm), Wednesdays
(10am—2pm), and Saturdays (10am—2pm). We will
also have a collection box at FCC starting Feb. 24.
All proceeds from the book sale benefit the Shelter
House and the services provided for homeless clients.

SAVE THE DATE
Again this year First Christian Church will participate in Iowa City PRIDEFEST.
So, mark June 15 on your calendars now.

Sunday, February 24, 2019
Scripture: Luke 6:27-38 Sermon: Widening the Circle

GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will be July 20-24, 2019 and it will take place
just down the road in Des Moines. We hope many from First Christian Church will register and take part in
wonderful learning, worship, and more. Visit this website to register and remember, if you volunteer you get a
discount! To find volunteer opportunities, click here.
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Seeking a deeper relationship with God?
Seeking a deeper relationship with other people?
You Are Invited to Join a Spiritual Life Group
What is a Spiritual Life Group?
Spiritual Life Groups are short term small groups that are intended to both explore our spiritual lives through study and to
deepen relationships between people. The goal is to grow more deeply in relationship with God and with others. Each
group will meet for six weeks, 1 1/2 hours each meeting and be led through both study and sharing. There are many times
and places available to you. Groups are limited to 12 people (Sunday after worship group is limited to 10), so sign up soon.
What is the study about this time?
Each time we do a Spiritual Life Group, the study material changes. This time we will be focusing on Prayer and
Temperament as we explore how our personality types impact the ways we pray and express our spirituality.
The choices for groups are:
Sundays beginning March 10, 3:30 - 5:00pm at Jon Feaver’s home on the west side of Iowa City.
Mondays beginning March 11, 7:00 - 8:30pm at Jill Michel’s home in North Liberty.
Tuesdays beginning March 12, 1:000 - 2:30pm at the church with Nancy Richards and Jill Michel facilitating.
Sundays beginning March 17, 11:30am - 1:00pm at the church with Melea White facilitating. Nursery available. This group
will meet for five weeks (through April 14)
How do they work?
 You choose a group that works for you based on time, location, or other preference.
 The groups are shaped so that respectful listening and confidentiality are core. Because of this, we request sign ups
and don’t have people joining part way through the experience. Group consistency makes a difference. This doesn’t
mean you can never miss a session. The reality is that with busy schedules most people will miss one or two. As long
as you feel confident you can make more than half of the sessions, please sign up.
 The facilitator will lead the group in a study.
 Participants are also invited to share the story of their faith journey (we also call this a Spiritual Autobiography). A list
of questions to help in formulating your story is shared. All are encouraged to share, but no one is required to do so.
What if I don’t feel like I have much of a story to share?
Everyone has a story to tell. It is okay if you grew up as a person of a faith or just came to faith. It is okay if yours has been
a journey with greats highs/lows or if it has been a journey without many extremes. It is okay if yours is a faith of questions
or if it is a faith of clear answers. There is no “right” story to tell or journey to have. Whatever your story, it will honored.
What about children?
This round of Spiritual Life Groups is for adults. If you have children who are old enough to not need supervision, they can
be brought to the group at the Michel home and play downstairs in the family room. If you have children who need
supervision, a nursery will be offered for the group after worship on Sundays.
If you have questions or want to sign up, please email Jill Michel (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com). Please include your first
and second (if you have one) choices of groups and sign up soon as space is limited.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

BIRTHDAYS
1-Leah Brownsberger
4-Grayson Seaton
11-Jaden Mohr
12-Frank Williams
14-Joy Clark
15-David Wheeler

16-Sharon Pickens
16-Dennis Arnold
18-Beth Smith
19-Nancy Ream
23-John McKinstry
24-Maya Seaton
24-Kay Hudson

Sat

1

2

8

9

25-Emily Steeples
27-Kristia Kronstein
27-Maggie Keyser
27-Teegan Michel

3

4

5

6

7

Sunday School 9 AM
Nominating Comm.
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Bylaws Pres. 11:15
Youth Progressive
Dinner 4:15 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Elders Mtg. 5:30 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30 PM
Chess Club 3:15 PM
Worship Committee
7 PM

Mission & Witness
Mtg. 11 AM

10

11

JYF Retreat 3rd-5th grade in Newton
back 2/10

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 11:15 AM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

17

Fri

12
Nominating Comm.
5:30 PM

18

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 11:15 AM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

20

Staff Mtg 10 AM

CRC @ FCC 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30 PM
Chess Club 3:15 PM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM

(Rescheduled)

15

16

22

23

Bible Study 12:30 PM Cluster Mtg. 12 PM
Chess Club 3:15 PM Arrow Chapter 7 PM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

19
BOARD MTG
7 PM

14

21

Pastor Jill Out Of Office

24
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Congr. Mtg 11:15 AM
POT-LUCK 11:45 A M
Bible Study 12 PM
Joe Page/Recitals 1:30
Troop 2000 7 PM

25

26

27

28

Mission & Witness
11 AM
Bible Study 12:30 PM
Chess Club 3:15 PM
Affordable Housing
Bible Study 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
Group 10 AM

ANNIVERSARIES !!
5-Jill & Jim Michel
11-Rachel & Bob
Bogs
7-Joann & Gayle
Cuppy

14-Linda & Darrell
Flinn
17-Malinda & Jay
Thomas

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900
LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

