This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of February 21, 2018
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
For the last week we have again found ourselves reeling from the news of yet another school shooting, this
one in Florida. It used to be that we could pretend these things would only happen in other places, but the reality is
that we are learning to stop saying if and start asking when it will be in our community. And yet even as calls to
finally act grow stronger, often the answers seem as far out of reach as ever.
During this Lenten season when we are in the midst of time carved out for us to realign our lives with God,
it seems that we have the perfect opportunity to work together to help move in the right direction, not only on gun
violence but on any number of issues.
What would that take?
It would take a willingness to confront evil. This isn’t the same as confronting people who believe
differently than we do. Confronting evil is about really being honest even when it means sacrifice on our part. It
is about knowing God so deeply that we can see the things that are in conflict with God’s realm even when we
benefit from them. It is about following the Jesus who was willing to stand for what he believed even when it was
a risk to him.
It would take patience. A clergy friend of mine said this in his congregation’s worship service on Sunday:
Patience is more than an act, it is a perspective. Patience is a worldview. Patience is seeing a situation or
individual for more than what seems obvious or immediate. It is the way of Jesus. So...if you can’t listen to
someone who says “America has an unhealthy relationship with firearms” and hear some experience of truth OR
if you can’t listen to someone who says “we are dealing with a heart and soul problem, this isn’t about guns” and
hear some experience of truth...I humbly invite you into patience and the way of Jesus.
It would take a willingness to let go. Letting go of our need to be right...letting go of our need to have our
own way...letting go of our desire to argue our point rather than to listen to someone who sees things differently.
It would take humility and compassion, love and a commitment to justice. It would take many things. And
when better to be doing this work than during this season? When better to be doing this work than now...before
the next headlines appear.
I’d be interested to hear how you are thinking about this.
Hope to see you Sunday! Jill

Sunday, February 25—Hope You’ll Be with Us
9am Sunday School—Intergenerational Class on Prayer.
You will have the opportunity to walk a labyrinth and to make a finger labyrinth
10am Worship—Second Sunday in Lent
11:15am Congregational Meeting—To elect leadership for the coming year
11:30am Pot Luck—Bring a dish to share and come enjoy the fellowship
11:30am Children’s Choir Rehearsal—All kids are invited to participate in music for Easter Sunday
12noon—1:30pm Youth Group—This week’s group is for those in 3rd—8th grades.

This Week at First Christian Church

February 21, 2018

UPCOMING EVENTS
Children, Youth, and Families
February 21 and 28
Baptism/Confirmation class at 7pm
February 23-25
CYF Retreat @ Newton (9th-12th grades)
February 25
Easter Music Rehearsal for all kids and youth is
from 11:30—12:noon

Youth group (3rd—8th grades only) meets
following pot luck and music rehearsal until
1:30pm.
Questions? Contact Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

FCC BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the FCC Book Club will be at
Eunice Welsh's at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February
22. We'll discuss Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo
Mbue. This novel revolves around a family of
immigrants from Cameroon and the wealthy family
for whom the man of the family works. It takes
place against the backdrop of the 2008 economic
crisis.

More Than We Can
Imagine
On February 25 we will again
receive our Week of Compassion
offering. Week of Compassion is the relief,
refugee and development mission fund of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Engaging Prayer, an Intergenerational
Sunday School class
People from kindergarten - adult are invited each Sunday
morning at 9 am to join this experience of prayer. This
class will invite you to engage a different form of prayer
each week. Some of these will be familiar to you; others
will be brand new. Come and experience these ways to
pray! The weeks with an * are appropriate for preschool
children as well as older children and adults.
February 25: Labyrinth—walk a labyrinth and
create your own finger labyrinth.
March 4: Praying in Color—this form of praying
for people and the world incorporates drawing (but you
don’t need to be an artist!)
March 11: *Prayer Walking— how does your
prayer life change when you pay attention?
March 18: Praying Scripture—do you understand
scripture as a tool for prayer? You will now.
March 25: *Music and Movement—you don’t
have to be a dancer to let your body help you pray.

WORK CAMP MEETING!
For all eligible persons committed to the Work
Camp in Van Buren, MO on July 29th-August 2, 2018.
There is a planned meeting on March 4 here at the
church following worship.
Ask your questions of:
Brian Fleck: briansabrafleck@mac.com
John McKinstry: adisciple0040@msn.com

Children and Youth Invited to Prepare Easter Music
All children and youth are invited to participate in an Easter choir. They will practice on Sundays following
worship beginning on February 25 and sing in worship on Easter, April 1. Anyone who is interested in invited.
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Pretzels for Lent
The common pretzel was originally designed for use during Lent. Sometime
during the Middle Ages, when Lent was accompanied by strict bans on dairy
products and meat, people subsisted largely on breads, pastries, soups and
vegetables. Bakers in Germany decided to create a food that would even look
religious-the pretzel. The crossed arms of a pretzel represent a Christian in
prayer. Place the palm of each hand on the opposite shoulder, so that your
forearms cross. That’s the shape of a pretzel.

Send a Kid to the Theater!
Its cookie time and there are several Girl Scouts in
our congregation! Please visit with them after
worship on February 25 and March 4 and pick out
your annual girl scout cookies. Available varieties:
Thin Mints, Savannah Smiles, Trefoils, Do-Si-Dos,
Samoas, Tagalongs, Smores, Toffee (gluten-free).
$4-5/box. Thank you for your support!

On May 5, FCC’s youth group is excited to be going to
Theatre Cedar Rapids to view a performance of
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. We
are asking for your help in purchasing tickets for our
youth. Each ticket is $25.60. Please see the poster
at the back of the sanctuary for more information and
to make your donation. Contact Kara Seaton at
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com with any questions!

DVIP

Weekend Cabin Build at
Christian Conference Center

(Domestic Violence Intervention Program)

If you love to build...if you want to support the
ministry of church camp in our region, you are invited to go
to Newton the weekend of April 27-29 and participate
in building a new cabin. This one is located in Chi Rho
Area and will also serve as a new Tornado shelter for
the camps in our Rustic area.

DVIP is having their annual "Souper" Bowl
fundraiser on February 22. It is a soup supper
and will be held at the Clarion Highlander Hotel
in Iowa City from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. Tickets
are $25 and can be purchased online at the
website dvipiowa.org or at the door the night of
the event.

For more information and/or to register contact Linda
Wolf <glwolfden@gmail.com>

Sunday, February 25, 2018
Scripture: Mark 8:31-38 Sermon: On Letting Go
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Nominations for 2018
You are invited to stay following worship on Sunday for
a brief congregational meeting to elect leadership for
the coming year. Members are invited to vote and all
are invited to participate in the conversation.
The Nominating Committee, comprised of Chairpersons
Al Zimmerman, Sara Riggs, and Maggie Keyser, with
Moderator Malinda Thomas and Pastor Jill Cameron
Michel as ex-officio participants, hereby submits the
following slate of nominees for election at the Annual
Congregational Meeting on FEBRUARY 25, 2018:
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45TH ANNUAL OUR REDEEMER
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Our Redeemer in Iowa City is hosting their 45th Annual
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March 3. All proceeds
benefit The Crisis Center. Stop by for all-you-can-eat
pancakes and sausage from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Special thanks to our top event sponsors, Toyota of Iowa
City, O'Brien Family McDonalds, SouthGate, and Van Meter.

Elders: (3 year term ending March 1, 2021)
Linda Flinn
Marcus Seaton
Deacons: (3 year term ending March 1, 2021)
Bob Bogs
Barb Brodersen
Colee Hospers
Rhonda Rossman
Trustees: (3 year term ending March 1, 2021)
Gayle Cuppy
Financial Secretary (1 year term): Karen Dawson
Treasurer (1 year term): Jan Ricklefs
Following the congregational meeting the board will
meet briefly.
The following nominations are made to the board from
the board membership: (1 year terms)
Moderator: Malinda Thomas
Assistant Moderator: Laurie Dahms
Secretary: Brian Fleck
Chair of the Elders: Sara Riggs
Chair of the Deacons: Jay Thomas
Chair of the Trustees: Nancy Richards

Saturday, March 3, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,
2301 E. Court St.
RSVP via Facebook for event reminders
Adults – $6 / Children – $3

Easter Breakfast...Hosted by
the Men of the Church
The Men's group is gearing up to host our annual
Easter breakfast on April 1. We need 10-12
volunteers to help prepare, cook, serve and cleanup.
Please contact Dale Kepler: e-mail
dale.kepler@rockwellcollins.com
(work phone): 319-295-3357
or Kevin Keyser e-mail: kevin-keyser@uiowa.edu
(work phone): 319-335-6219
If you are willing to assist.
As we get closer, we will put out sign up sheets as
well.

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

African
American
History
Month

4
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Nominating Comm
11:30 AM
Houston Work Trip
Mtg 11:30 AM
Handbells 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

11

5

6

7

Executive Committee
Mtg. 1:30 PM

S & F Mtg 1 PM

Bible Study
12:30 PM

Elders Mtg 6:15 PM

12

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Youth Group 11:30
Handbells 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

18
Lent Begins

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Board Mtg. 7 PM

19

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Congregational Mtg
11:15 AM
POTLUCK 11:30 AM
Kids’ music 11:30 AM
Youth Group 11:30
SLG @ Michels’ 2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

20

Presidents Day

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
SLG @ Michels’ 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

25

13

14

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

JYF Retreat in Newton 3rd-5th grades
February 9-11

15

16

17

24

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM
SLG 12:30 PM
Ash Wednesday
5—7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Clergy Cluster at FCC
12:00 PM
Ladies’ Night Out @
Bapt/Conf class 7 PM
Blackstone 5:30
Strings & Singers 7
Arrow Chapter 7 PM
PM

21

22

23

CRC at FCC 10 AM

SLG 10:00 AM @
Diane Hertel’s

SLG @ Seatons’
6:30 PM

SLG 5:30 PM
Bapt/Conf class 7 PM

26

Fri

Hans Peterson and
Nelson Morlock
5:30 PM Musicians’
Gathering
6:00 PM Potluck
7:00 PM Concert

SLG 12:30 PM
Worship Committee
7 PM

Thu

27

28

Staff Mtg 10 AM

SLG 12:30PM

SLG 5:30 PM
Bapt/Conf class 7 PM
Strings & Singers 7
PM

FCC Book Club 7 PM
“Behold The
Dreamers”

CYF Retreat in Newton 9th-12th grade
February 23-25

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

10 BIBLICAL WAYS TO LOVE
1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening — that is folly and
shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry” (James 1:19).
3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without sparing” (Proverbs
21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for you” (Colossians
1:9).
5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a
house full of feasting, with strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grumbling or
arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians
3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (Proverbs
13:12).
—From various websites; all Scriptures NIV

