This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of February 14, 2018
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
You may have sensed this already, but I love the Christian year. I love the rhythm of the seasons and the invitation
that they give us to dive more deeply both into the stories of faith and also the practices of faith. I love the way the
seasons ask us to engage the highs and lows of life and faith.
Today the season of Lent begins. Tonight you are invited to come by the church between 5 and 7. You can stop
by whether you have only a few minutes or if you want to spend a longer period in prayer. There will be prayer
guides to lead you through worship, candles to light during your prayer, music playing (thanks to Al Zimmerman)
and elders present to impose ashes. Even if you only have a few minutes, I hope you’ll take advantage of this
chance to pause and start this season with a time of reflection.
One of the things that I appreciate about Lent is that it asks us to do things that for many of us aren’t natural—to
quiet ourselves, to face our sins, to be intentional about recommitting to faith practices. Many people are adverse
to Lent’s quiet, reflective, solemn, penitent nature, but I believe it is important time. Much like Yom Kippur is for
our Jewish friends, Lent gives us a chance to repent, to repair, to reset our living and to move more fully into a
faithful relationship with God.
I have a rabbi friend whose practice it is to send out a letter at Yom Kippur. Part of that letter always says
something like, “If I have hurt you in this past year, knowingly or unknowingly, I seek your forgiveness.” I
remember the first time I received his letter. I was reminded of how seldom we take time to note our mistakes and
our sins and how important that is.
For Christians, Lent is a gift. It is a time to repent, to apologize, to renew, to heal, to begin again, to live in the
ways we intend and hope to live. How will you observe Lent this year? I’d love to hear.
Hope to see you Sunday! Jill

UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Congregational Meeting for First Christian Church is coming up on February 25th . It is very
important for everyone to attend, as this meeting is when we, as a church, vote on the slate of nominees for
the Board that the Nominating Committee is presenting. During the meeting, there will an opportunity to
suggest nominees from the floor, provided the person being nominated has agreed beforehand. After the
meeting, we will enjoy the monthly Pot Luck as we usually do on the last Sunday of the month!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who have served in a position of leadership during
this past year. I personally appreciate the time and dedication they have given for the benefit of all of us at
FCC. Additionally, I would also like to thank the members of the Nominating Committee for taking on the
hard task of discerning those in the congregation with skills and talents that will be a benefit to our church, as
well as all of the nominees who have agreed to pledge their time and energy to furthering the ministry of
First Christian Church. I am excited and proud to work alongside you all in the coming year.
In Christian Love,
Malinda Thomas

FCC Moderator
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Engaging Prayer, an Intergenerational
Sunday School class

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Bible study will
return in April. Watch for
more information as it gets
closer.
Ladies’ Night Out is meeting
February 15 at Blackstone.
Come join us at 5:30 PM for
conversation, laughter, and to
test their menu choices.
All ladies welcome!

More Than We Can Imagine
On February 18 and 25 we will
receive our Week of Compassion
offering.
Week of Compassion is the
relief, refugee and development
mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) which seeks to equip and empower
disciples to alleviate the suffering of others
through disaster response, humanitarian aid,
sustainable development and the promotion of
mission opportunities.

People from kindergarten - adult are invited each Sunday
morning at 9 am to join this experience of prayer. This
class will invite you to engage a different form of prayer
each week. Some of these will be familiar to you; others
will be brand new. Come and experience these ways to
pray! The weeks with an * are appropriate for preschool
children as well as older children and adults.
February 18: *Prayer Beads—how can beads be
part of your prayer? Come and see!
February 25: Labyrinth—walk a labyrinth and
create your own finger labyrinth.
March 4: Praying in Color—this form of praying
for people and the world incorporates drawing (but you
don’t need to be an artist!)
March 11: *Prayer Walking— how does your
prayer life change when you pay attention?
March 18: Praying Scripture—do you understand
scripture as a tool for prayer? You will now.
March 25: *Music and Movement—you don’t
have to be a dancer to let your body help you pray.

Children, Youth, and Families
February 14 and February 21
Baptism class at 7pm

FCC BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the FCC Book Club will be at
Eunice Welsh's at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February
22. We'll discuss Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo
Mbue. This novel revolves around a family of
immigrants from Cameroon and the wealthy family for
whom the man of the family works. It takes place
against the backdrop of the 2008 economic crisis.

February 23-25
CYF Retreat @ Newton (9th-12th grades)
February 25
Youth group (3rd—8th grades only) meets
following worship until 1:30pm.
Questions? Contact Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

Children & Youth Invited to Prepare Easter Music
All children and youth are invited to begin practice for a musical piece to be shared during
worship on Easter morning. Practice will begin Sundays following worship on February 25
and sing in worship on Easter, April 1. Please contact Kara with any questions
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ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER

Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of the earth; you claimed us for Christ in
the waters of baptism. Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days bearing the mark of
ashes, and bless our journey through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth. May our
fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; our prayer, the chant of humble
and grateful hearts.
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

Send a Kid to the Theater!
On May 5, FCC’s youth group is excited to be going to Theatre Cedar Rapids to
view a performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. We are
asking for your help in purchasing tickets for our youth. Each ticket is $25.60.
Please see the poster at the back of the sanctuary for more information and to
make your donation. Contact Kara Seaton at icdisciple.kids@gmail.com with any
questions!

You should know: The light in the east hallway downstairs is left on for security purposes.

45TH ANNUAL OUR REDEEMER
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Our Redeemer in Iowa City is hosting their 45th Annual
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March 3. All proceeds
benefit The Crisis Center. Stop by for all-you-can-eat
pancakes and sausage from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FIND YOUR NAME
Please take a moment next time you are at
church and find your name tag and put it on.
We want to make sure everyone has one. If
you don’t, please let the office know. It’s
helpful to both guests and regulars at FCC.

Special thanks to our top event sponsors, Toyota of Iowa
City, O'Brien Family McDonalds, SouthGate, and Van Meter.

Saturday, March 3, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2301 E. Court St.
RSVP via Facebook for event reminders
Adults – $6 / Children – $3

Its cookie time and there are several girl
scouts in our congregation! Please visit with
them after worship on February 18, 25 and
March 4 and pick out your annual girl scout
cookies. Available varieties: Thin Mints,
Savannah Smiles, Trefoils, Do-Si-Dos,
Samoas, Tagalongs, Smores, Toffee (glutenfree). $4-5/box. Thank you for your support!
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This past weekend, 8 of our children attended the regional
junior retreat at the Christian Conference Center in Newton,
Iowa. They spent time getting to know others in the region,
playing games, sledding, eating yummy food, making
valentines for homebound church members, and learning
about how they are the salt of the earth and the light of the
world. Thank you to the congregation for supporting the
youth with these opportunities. A special thanks to Sharon
Sass, Jim Michel and Marcus Seaton who attended with me as
chaperones!
Kara Seaton

It was a wonderful night of music when Hans
Peterson and Nelson Morlock were in
concert. Our Strings and Singers even played
and sang along with them. Thanks to
everyone who came out to enjoy their music.

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

African
American
History
Month

4
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Nominating Comm
11:30 AM
Houston Work Trip
Mtg 11:30 AM
Handbells 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

11

5

6

7

Executive Committee
Mtg. 1:30 PM

S & F Mtg 1 PM

Bible Study
12:30 PM

Elders Mtg 6:15 PM

12

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Youth Group 11:30
Handbells 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

18
Lent Begins

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Board Mtg. 7 PM

19

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
Congregational Mtg
11:15 AM
POTLUCK 11:30 AM
Kids’ music 11:30 AM
Youth Group 11:30
SLG @ Michels’ 2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

20

Presidents Day

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship Svc. 10 AM
SLG @ Michels’ 2 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

25

13

14
Mission & Witness
10:30 AM
SLG 12:30 PM
Ash Wednesday
5—7 PM
Baptism class 7 PM
Strings & Singers 7
PM

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

JYF Retreat in Newton 3rd-5th grades
February 9-11

15

16

17

24

Women Clergy
10 AM
Clergy Cluster at FCC
12:00 PM
Ladies’ Night Out @
Blackstone 5:30
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

21

22

23

CRC at FCC 10 AM

SLG 10:00 AM @
Diane Hertel’s

SLG @ Seatons’
6:30 PM

SLG 5:30 PM
Baptism class 7 PM

26

Fri

Hans Peterson and
Nelson Morlock
5:30 PM Musicians’
Gathering
6:00 PM Potluck
7:00 PM Concert

SLG 12:30 PM
Worship Committee
7 PM

Thu

27

28

Staff Mtg 10 AM

SLG 12:30PM

SLG 5:30 PM
Baptism class 7 PM
Strings & Singers 7
PM

FCC Book Club 7 PM
“Behold The
Dreamers”

CYF Retreat in Newton 9th-12th grade
February 23-25

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

