This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of August 2, 2017
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
Did you know that First Christian Church was
instrumental in the establishment of Ecumenical
Towers, an elderly housing facility in Iowa City?
Did you know that First Christian Church has had a
relationship with the Coralville Community Food
Pantry since its beginning in 2009? Did you know
that First Christian Church has a reputation among
other Disciples churches in our region of being on
the cutting edge of social justice issues, standing on
behalf of the disenfranchised and pushed aside,
being willing to speak out even when doing so is
controversial? Did you know that First Christian
Church offers something you can’t find everywhere
as a congregation that values questions and
welcomes everyone to the table?

Whenever a transition of ministerial leadership
occurs (especially in a congregation like ours
where those only occur about every 25 years!), it is
a good time for us to exam our identity, to look at
who we have been and to listen to who we are
being called to be in the coming years. This fall I
am looking forward to offering some opportunities
for you to give feedback and be in conversation
with each other as together we examine who First
Christian Church is called to be now and in the
future.
Meanwhile, I ask you to be in prayer – listening
and paying attention.
Are there ministries that we keep doing but no
longer really feel called to?
Are there ministries that would make sense for
First Christian to be engaging?
Is it time to re-engage some important ministries
that have fallen by the wayside?

If you were to describe who First Christian Church
is in one sentence, what would you say?
Who do you understand God is asking us to be in
2017 and beyond?
I’ll be eager to hear your ideas!
I look forward to seeing you Sunday!
Pastor Jill

————————————-

August is here and it’s time to register for the
All Congregation Gathering which will take
place at the Christian Conference Center in
Newton on Saturday, August 26 from 10am –
3pm. This fun day includes: workshops,
worship, a 50th anniversary celebration of the
campground (at which Pastor Jill will be
sharing her memories from growing up going
to camp), a “Varied Ministries Building”
where you can learn what other
congregations are doing, an art show (yes,
you can share your art!), tethered hot air
balloon rides and other midway activities.
For the early birds there is even a 5K walk/
run at 8:30am. Children are welcome with a
responsible adult. And the event, including
lunch, is free. To register, visit http://
www.uppermidwestcc.org/2017-gatheringmore-info. If you plan on going and would
like to share a ride, please call the church
office (337-4181) or sign up on the sheet at
church (located on table inside main
entrance). Indicate if you 1) need a ride
(indicate number) or 2) could accommodate
extra passengers (indicate number).
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Opportunity with

GROW: JOHNSON COUNTY
On Saturday, August 5 from 9am—12noon
the FCC Youth (incoming 6th—12th
graders) will be volunteering at Grow
Johnson County. Grow: Johnson County
was formerly known as the Johnson Co.
Poor Farm and provides fruits and vegetables to disadvantaged people through the
Coralville Food Pantry and other agencies.
This opportunity is extended to others who
would like to volunteer alongside the
youth. Adults are welcome and younger
children may participate as long as they are
accompanied by an adult. For more
information contact Kara Season
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

AUGUST BOARD
MEETING
It is time for our August
Board Meeting. Board
members, please mark
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your calendars for Tuesday, August 8 at 7pm.
Others, know that you are always welcome to attend.

Wednesdays Small Group Bible Study
On Wednesdays from 12 noon –1 PM join Pastor
Jill for Bible Study as we look at scriptures which will
be preached in the future weeks.

August 9 - Matthew 14:22-33
August 16 - Matthew 15:21-28
METEOR SHOWER UPDATE

While it didn’t happen last year, First
Christian Church has a history of having
meteor shower watching parties mid-August.
Again this year we do not plan to have one
since no committee has responsibility for this
event and no individuals have been asking to
take leadership. While this has been
meaningful to some in the past, it is possible
that it is an event that has met a need but is
no longer a priority. If, on the other hand,
this is an event that is important to you and
for which you would like to take on the
planning responsibility for 2018, let Pastor Jill
know (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).

CALLING ALL ELDERS AND DEACONS
Beginning this fall our Elders and Deacons will be
offering communion once a month to those who are in
nursing home, hospitals, or otherwise homebound. In
preparation for this ministry, we will have two training
events – one on Sunday, August 13 and the second in
September (tentatively September 17) – both
immediately following worship. These training events
will allow us to share best practices, answer questions
and schedule upcoming servers. We hope that all
Elders and Deacons will make a commitment to be at
one of these two trainings. If you have questions
contact Emily Steeples (emily.steeples@gmail.com).
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Children, Youth & Family
Coming up in August!
August 5, 9am-12noon: Grow: Johnson County
Youth Mission Project (read article in newsletter for
more information)
Ladies’ Night Out will meet at Olive Garden on
Thursday, August 17 at 5:30 P.M..
COME JOIN US for a great meal, good fun, and
stimulating conversation!

August 12, 1-4pm: Family Pool Party
August 20: “Hunger, Part 1” during Sunday School
and Back-to-School Blessing during worship
August 26: All Congregation Gathering (Newton) families encouraged to attend
August 27: “Hunger, Part 2” during Sunday School
Talk to Kara Seaton (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) if
you have questions or need more information

FCC BOOK CLUB
Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful,
Broken World by Susan Silverman will be the
book club topic on Thursday, August 24, at 7
p.m. We'll meet at Beth Smith's house at 314
Brown Street, one last time. Susan Silverman
grew up in a family of atheists but became a
rabbi. She and her husband had girl children and
then imported boy children. The book tells their
story with humor and an underlying spirituality.

BIBLE QUIZ:

Jacob had two wives, two concubines (his wives’ maids),
12 sons and one daughter. Who gave birth to the daughter,
Dinah?
A. Zilpah
B. Bilhah
C. Leah
D. Rachel
Answer: See Genesis 30:19-21.

August 6: PASTOR JILL
SERMON TITLE:

"SCARCITY OR ABUNDANCE"
SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 14:13-21

What Would Your Prayer Say?
You read last week, in the newsletter that the Faith Questions Sunday school class was talking about the
Lord’s Prayer and that each person was challenged to write their own version of that prayer that was meaningful to them. Below are a couple of the versions that were shared. Others will be shared in future weeks.
O God, force of love in the universe,

Our creator, who is all around and in us,

we celebrate your love.

your name is beautiful and hold.

We pray your love will be manifest in the world today,
and that we will choose to be an instrument of your
love
and thus empowered to make a difference, this day.
O God, we know that you love us even when we have
lived
for ourselves rather than for others. May we forgive
ourselves and others.
May we, empowered by your love, have the strength,
the
courage to face the challenges of this day.

Let us bring Heaven to Earth
by showing love to all of our neighbors.
Let us be your hands and feed the hungry.
Let us forgive others as you have
forgiven us.
Help us to make good choices.
We honor you and will sing
your praises forever.
Amen.
-Rachel Bogs

O God, force of love in the universe. May your love
be manifest in us and in all the world, today
and forever and ever. Amen.

-Robert Welsh

Over 25 Hy-Vee Stores will sell fresh
pineapples, including stores in
Cedar Rapids, Marion, Iowa City,
Coralville, Waterloo, Cedar Falls,
Dubuque, Davenport, Bettendorf,
and Clinton.
The 39th Annual Pineapple Gala is
just around the corner! It will be held on
Friday, August 18, 2017 at the DoubleTree in downtown Cedar Rapids. Tickets
are available now. Visit the Pineapple
Gala web page for details and to order
online. You can also view all the current
auction items new items added almost
daily!!
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S&F Mtg @ 1:30 PM
Exec. Comm. Mtg
2:30 PM
Elders Mtg 6:15 PM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Grow Johnson Co.
Youth Volunteering
9 AM—12 Noon
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Sunday School 9 AM

Christian Formation
Comm. 7 PM

Board Mtg.
7 PM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Arrow Chapter
Scouts 7 PM
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Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 @
Olive Garden
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Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

FCC Book Club:
“Casting Lots” @
7 PM
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Worship 10 AM

11
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Family Pool Party
1—4 PM

Troop 2000 7 PM

13
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Elders/Deacons
Communion
Training 11:15 AM
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Troop 2000 7 PM
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Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew
6 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM
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Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot-Luck Sunday
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM
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Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Congregational
Gathering@
Conference Center in
Newton, Iowa

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 1 PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation : Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

