This Week at First Christian Church
For the week of August 16, 2017
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
In the Sunday morning worship service I attended
during General Assembly I heard privilege defined as
“when you see something you are upset about and you
can turn away from it.” The reality is that I live a life of
privilege. By virtue of many demographic
measurements (color of my skin, socioeconomic group,
education level, etc.) I am a person of privilege. I have
the ability to turn away from so many situations that
upset or disturb or concern me.
But my faith asks something else of me.
I am a follower of Jesus. If that is true, then I must
look to see where he went.
Jesus went to stand with people who were different
than him. He crossed boundaries and borders set up by
his faith and culture. He talked to women. He touched
the unclean. He fed the hungry. He welcomed the
other. He stood up to the authorities. He kept on doing
these and more even when his life was threatened and
even when the way led to the cross.
When I look honestly at who Jesus was, there is part
of me that prefers to admire him from a distance but not
follow him. As a person who has lived a very secure
life with many choices, it is more comfortable to like
Jesus or to think highly of him than it is to follow him
and to risk myself, my resources, my life in doing so.
As an American of privilege I suspect this will always
be a struggle: the struggle of deciding when to choose
risk that I could turn away from…when to give up
something I want for the other…when to let someone
else’s life be my first priority.
The events in Charlottesville, VA this past weekend
were yet another in the long list of reminders that
while our privilege allows us to turn away, our faith
asks something else of us. It is time to have difficult
conversations, to recognize the racism within
ourselves and the ways we benefit from racist systems,
to quit trying to be “color blind” and talk about race/

racism/bias, and to quit apologizing to our friends of
color while not changing anything in ourselves.
The way of Jesus isn’t easy. They heart of God is so
much bigger that we can comprehend (and so much
bigger than our own hearts). And meanwhile we have
said that we want to follow Jesus and that we want to
live in the ways of God’s love. The world needs us to
do just that. Let’s move forward on this journey
together.
Looking forward to seeing you Sunday!
Pastor Jill

What Would Your Prayer
Say? (Vol. 3)
What wording of the Lord’s Prayer is
meaningful to you? Read on for one
more written by a friend at FCC.
My God, who is always with me, I call out to you in
many ways.
Your kingdom is in all the world, your creation that
surrounds me. Help me do my part to preserve and
protect this wonder.
Help me to find sustenance for others as well as
myself.
When I am going awry help me find the right path
and help prevent me from being evil.
Forgive me for all of my sins and help me open my
heart to those who have hurt me.
And through your power may I do your will.
Amen.
- Ric Gerard
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
FCC BOOK CLUB

Ladies’ Night Out will meet at Olive Garden on
Thursday, August 17 at 5:30 P.M.
COME JOIN US for a great meal, good fun, and
stimulating conversation!

Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful,
Broken World by Susan Silverman will be the
book club topic on Thursday, August 24, at 7
p.m. We'll meet at Beth Smith's house at 314
Brown Street, one last time. Susan Silverman
grew up in a family of atheists but became a
rabbi. She and her husband had girl children and
then imported boy children. The book tells their
story with humor and an underlying spirituality.

Children, Youth & Family:
Coming up in August!
Wednesdays Small Group Bible Study

August 20: “Hunger, Part 1” during Sunday School
and Back-to-School Blessing during worship

On Wednesdays from 12 noon –1 PM join Pastor
Jill for Bible Study as we look at scriptures which will
be preached in the future weeks.

August 26: All Congregation Gathering (Newton) families encouraged to attend

August 23 - Matthew 16:13-20

August 27: “Hunger, Part 2” during Sunday School
Talk to Kara Seaton (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) if
you have questions or need more information

OUR OWN LAURA KITTRELL
Will be performing at the Porch Fest in
North Liberty on Saturday, August 19 at 4:30
PM.

Her performance will be at the Moxie Solar
Stage, 610 Hemingway Drive. Come out and
support her and enjoy the festivities.

Bringing Communion to You
This fall our Elders and Deacons will begin
serving communion to FCC members and friends
in their home/care facility/hospital on the 3rd
Sunday of each month. If you are a person who
is unable to be in worship (either long-term or
temporarily) and would appreciate being put on
this list, please call the church office (337-4181)
and let us know.
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Commission Ministry Education Program Course - "Church History"
So excited to release this new video invitation for the next Commission Ministry Education Program Course - "Church
History" Taught by Tim Diebel The video has an extra invitation to attend a retreat on Practical Ministry as well.
Note: These courses are taught with interactive/live weekly video sessions and so anyone (where ever you may live) can
use these courses for continuing education requirements, Commission Ministry training (with approval from your Disciples Region Committee on Ministry) and these opportunities are designed to fulfill the requirements for the Upper Midwest School of Ministry. See link for more information:
http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/upper-midwest-school-of-ministry
Send Lori in the main office to sign up via lkcumw@gmail.com

ALL CONGREGATIONAL GATHERING ON AUGUST 26!
CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONFERENCE CENTER
Here are some of the highlights:
50th Anniversary Celebration - Celebrate the history and ministry of the Christian Conference Center. Activities
will include a story booth, grounds tours, pictures through the decades, and a gigantic s'more!
Inspiring - Large Gathering for Worship with Keynote, Tiff Williams. Varied Ministries Building with opportunities
and ideas for you and your congregation.
Fun - A "Midway" Activities for all ages. Inflatable bouncy games. Carnival Games.
5K Walk - Run at the Christian Conference Center (8:30 AM) (sign up with your registration)
Education - Workshops on various topics (including a Refugee Simulation, Starting a Pub Ministry, Mental Health
Issues in our churches, ways to be involved in the 2019 General Assembly in Des Moines, and more!)
Free - Everything is free, Including Lunch and Lodging in cabins or tents (come Friday or stay over Saturday night
- Call Lori at Regional Office for reservations or fill it in on your online Registration). Childcare (need to preregister, you may sign up with your registration or call Lori at the Regional Office 515-255-3168).
Another cool addition this year at the All Congregation Gathering will be an Art Show with perspectives across the
geography and ages.
If you have a wish to have displayed your art work send word to murphy.deb@gmail.com that you have something to share.

A REMINDER TO ALL ELDERS AND DEACONS
Beginning this fall our Elders and Deacons will be offering communion once a month to those who are in nursing
home, hospitals, or otherwise homebound. In preparation for this ministry, we will have our second training event
– on Sunday, September 17 –immediately following worship. This training event will allow us to share best
practices, answer questions, and schedule upcoming servers. We hope that all Elders and Deacons who haven’t
done so will make a commitment to be at the September training. If you have questions contact Emily Steeples
(emily.steeples@gmail.com).

August 20: SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 14:22-33
SERMON TITLE: GET OUT OF THE BOAT
It is scary out there in the world, but church – we need to step out of the safety and risk ourselves to be like Jesus.

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

S&F Mtg @ 1:30 PM
Exec. Comm. Mtg
2:30 PM
Elders Mtg 6:15 PM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Grow Johnson Co.
Youth Volunteering
9 AM—12 Noon

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday School 9 AM

Christian Formation
Comm. 7 PM

Board Mtg.
7 PM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM
Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

Arrow Chapter
Scouts 7 PM

14

15

16

17

Worship Comm.
7 PM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 @
Olive Garden

22

23

24

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

FCC Book Club:
“Casting Lots” @
7 PM

Worship 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Elders/Deacons
Communion
Training 11:15 AM

11

12
Family Pool Party
1—4 PM

18

19

25

26

Troop 2000 7 PM

20

21

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew
6 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

27
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot-Luck Sunday
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Disc. Strings &
Singers 7 PM

28

29

30
Small Group Bible
Study 12 PM

31

Congregational
Gathering@
Conference Center in
Newton, Iowa
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