THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of August 1, 2018
A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
All summer the kids going to church camp at the Christian Conference Center in Newton have been studying
Romans 12. Have you read that chapter lately (or ever)? There is a lot packed in to those 21 verses. It reads:
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For
as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.
This is the kind of passage that we agree with easily. We read it and we embrace that it fits with the goals and
message of Christianity. But sometimes we forget to acknowledge how challenging it is to live.
 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed.
 Don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought.
 Use the gifts given to you to compliment the different gifts given to others.
 Love genuinely.
 Extend hospitality to strangers.
 Bless those who persecute you—do not curse them. Overcome evil with good.
 In any ways you can, live peaceably with others.
When we are really honest, we can admit that these are not easy instructions. And yet we know this is our calling as
Christians. I encourage you to spend a little time with this chapter. Read it. Pray it. See what speaks to you. Notice
what things you do well and especially spend some time with the places you feel God nudging you to do better.
What might our community look like if we all lived a little more faithfully into Romans 12?
I hope to see you Sunday!

Jill

P. S. The boys and I are taking one last little summer trip and will be gone through Saturday. If you have pastoral
care needs, please contact Laurie Dahms (319-430-8505) or the church office.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
August 1 - No Bible Study
August 8 - Job 1:6-12

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING
On Sunday, August 19, in worship, there will be
a back-to-school blessing as we remember the
teachers and students of all ages who will be
starting school soon.

Reaching Out to Our Neighbors...
The following items are being requested by Central
Christian Church in Marshalltown to
help with tornado recovery. There
will be a bin at church on Sunday,
August 5 to collect items and Ric
Gerard has volunteered to deliver
them.
Needed items are: Peanut Butter , Boxed dinners
(Including Mac and Cheese), Cereal, and Kleenex.

Hannah Circle August Meeting
On August 20 the Hannah Circle
will meet at the church (lower
lot) at 1 pm to carpool to Janet
Moore’s home where they will
enjoy an afternoon pontoon ride
with fellowship. All ladies are welcome and can
bring a snack to share.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIME...Here’s How You Can Help
Back to school time can be a difficult time for many families. While some are buying new shoes and back packs,
the reality is that many families are unable to provide the basic supplies kids need in school. Because of this, First
Christian Church will be collecting school supplies through August 12 for students in need in our community.
Items needed are listed in order of greatest to least in demand:
1. Notebooks: wide ruled and college ruled
2. Composition notebooks
3. Markers: 10-packs of basic colors
4. Binders: 1” 3-ring binders, 2” 3-ring binders
5. Colored folders with fasteners
6. College ruled loose leaf paper
7. Pencils (pre-sharpened)
8. Colored pencils

9. Scissors: smaller and larger sizes
10. Glue sticks
11. Crayons
12. Dry erase markers
13. Highlighters
14. Rulers
15. Backpacks, larger size

Please bring your supplies to church and place in the collection bin. Supplies will be
distributed to students in need by the Student and Family Advocates in each Iowa City school.
Contact Kara Seaton, icdisciple.kids@gmail.com with any questions. Thank you for supporting our students!

Sunday, AUGUST 5, 2018
Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-18, 26-27 Sermon: "The Imperfect Hero"
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The following is an image shared at the Race and Diversity Conversation on Thursday night. It reminds us of
the differences between equality, equity, and what happens when systems are changed to remove barriers.
Think about the ways you see each of these happening. Consider the ways your help might move our
community toward systemic change.

Friends of International Students (FIS) is an
independent, non-profit community organization of
people who provide friendship and support to
international students and scholars attending the
University of Iowa.

What is expected of FIS Friends?

FCC BOOK CLUB
We will be meeting on August 23 at 7 p.m. at
Nancy McKinstry’s house, We’ll discuss Holy
Rover: Journeys in Search of Mystery, Miracles
and God by local author Lori Erickson.



Friends are encouraged to make contact monthly
by phone, e-mail, or meeting.



Students appreciate the invitations to American
holiday festivities and meals.



Most students do not have a car so you may
need to provide transportation.

Learn more about the program at: www.iowafis.com
or register to become a friend before August 28th at:
http://bit.ly/fisfriend. Or contact Mrs. Jaye Grattan at
(319) 430-2003 with questions.
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THESE ARE OUR VOLUNTEERS who
traveled to West Plains, Missouri. Soon after
their meal together (missing John McKinstry who is
taking the picture) they made it to the work camp
and were put to work. Thank You John, Gene,
Laura, Brian, Terry, Tom, Jim, Sabra, and Jay.
Be Safe!
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS::

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

1-Linda Kinkade
3-Julie Fitzpatrick
3– Karen Haslett
5-Diane Hertel
6-Martha Melton
7-Charlie Hall
11-Spencer Thomas

11-Noah Frede
12-Jared Haar
15-Barbara
Brodersen
15-Jack JensenFitzpatrick
18-Carol Mertens

20-Scott
Brownsberger
21-Karen Dawson
24-Corinne Stanley
27-Wilma Evans
28-Jay Keyser
30-Aaron Kepler

5

6

7

8

9

Worship @ 10AM
Tech Team Mtg.
11:30 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
S&F Mtg. 1 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Executive Comm.
5:30 PM

12

13

14

15

16

HYMN SING
Worship @ 10AM
Elders Mtg.
11:30 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

Board Mtg 7 PM

CRC @ New Song
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30

Women’s Night Out,
5:30 PM at
Olive Garden

19

20

21

22

23

Hannah Circle 1 PM
(meet to go to Janet
Moore’s home)

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy @
10 AM

Worship @ 10AM
w/Back to School
Blessing
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Venturing Crew 6
Troop 2000 7 PM

26
Hunger Forum
9 AM
Worship @ 10AM
POT-LUCK 11:15
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Bylaws Committee
5:30 PM

Jill out of town August 1– 4

Strings & Singers
7 PM

10

11

17

18

24

25

Arrow Chapter
7 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

27
ICCSD Chess Club
5:45 PM

28

29
Bible Study 12:30

All Congregation
Gathering in
Newton

FCC Book Club 7 PM
@ McKinstry’s home

30

31
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

