THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of DECEMBER 9, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Thank you to each of you who attended the Virtual Alternative Gift Market on Sunday. My heart was filled with
hope for our community as I listened to each of the people from local helping agencies speak about the work their
agency does and the ways it has been impacted by this year’s pandemic. In addition to encouraging you to give
financial support to these partners and to find other ways to support them with your resources of time and talents, I
ask you to pray for the work they are doing. Not only am I praying for them to be sustained in this work, but also
for our congregation to continue to discover ways we will partner with them in the future. I invite you to join me in
this prayer and, if you discern possibilities, to share them with me.
I know many of you are connected with these and other agencies. As I was listening I was picturing Jon Feaver’s
work with Table to Table, Jan Ricklefs’ work with the Coralville Food Pantry as well as the time Mike Alber and
Darrel Courtney spent on that board, Jane Dohrmann’s service on the Iowa City Free Medical and Dental Clinic’s
board, Bill Laubengayer’s 1,000 hours/per year for decades that he gave to Habitat for Humanity, John McKinstry’s
work with the Johnson Co. Affordable Housing Coalition board, Tricia Coobs’ service on the board of the North
Liberty Food Pantry, First Christian’s new (as of 2020) commitment to serving at the Free Lunch Program….the list
goes on and there isn’t room to name everyone at First Christian who is committed to making a difference in our
community. If I didn’t name you, it isn’t because you are unappreciated. The work that each of you does (and I
know there are many others serving in ways of which I am aware and some serving in ways of which I am not
aware) MATTERS SO MUCH!
Knowing First Christian’s history, I am aware that we, often in partnership with other congregations, were part of
the groups from which many of these agencies were birthed. That is something to not only be proud of, but a legacy
into which we continue to be called to live. This is the time when we start looking toward the coming year. I hope
that together we will retain a commitment to serve our community in 2021 and beyond.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Thoughts from The Return to the Building Task Force
Friends,
We, too, find ourselves longing to see each other. We, too, wish we could sing songs of the season together in
the sanctuary and pass the light around the circle as we sing “Silent Night” on Christmas Eve. Meanwhile, we also
take seriously our mission to care for the congregation and to only return in person when we are confident that
our practices and the virus activity mean we will be safe. So, we will continue to meet virtually into 2021.
We are grateful for the work of our staff and the ways they are trying to keep us connected with each other and
with meaningful traditions. We hope you are participating in these in all the ways that you can. Know that as we
continue our ministries physically distanced from one another you are being held in our prayers. And know that
we are working for a safe return.
Peace, Don Anderson, Tara Clark, Mary Curtis, Vern Duba, and Maggie Keyser
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Mark Your Calendars...

Hannah Circle on
Zoom
The Hannah Circle will have a Christmas social on
Zoom on Wednesday, December 9 at 1:30pm. Sign
on using a computer, smart phone, or device. You
can also call in from a telephone.

FCC Christmas
Concert 2020
Come join us for a musical
Zoom Christmas Concert!
The concert will take place
on Saturday, December 12 at 2pm. Use the Zoom
link to join in the fun!

Circle of Light
Remember to take a picture
of the members of your
household holding lit candles
and send the picture to
Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by Dec. 17.
These pictures will be used in our virtual Christmas
Eve worship service as we sing “Silent Night.”

Children’s Christmas Program
Join the children of First Christian on Sunday,
December 20 at 4pm as they delight and inspire us
with a Christmas message. Their program will take
place live on Zoom that afternoon and all are
welcome to join in.

Longest Night
Worship
December 21 at 6pm we
will share a service that
acknowledges our grief. Join us on Zoom at 6pm
that night to share in this meaningful and moving
service of worship or watch it from our YouTube
channel.

Christmas Eve
Worship
While we can’t gather in the
sanctuary, we will still worship
together on Christmas Eve.
You can sign in on Zoom and
join others from FCC for worship at 7pm.
You will also be able to access the worship service
on YouTube any time after 5pm on Christmas Eve if
that works better for your household schedule.

FCC Book Club
There is no Book Club meeting in
December, but you can begin
preparing for January.
The next FCC Book Club meeting
will be at 7pm on January 28, 2021.
We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult. This
book is a captivating tale of love, loss and
searching in both human and elephant families.

Staff Gift Reminder from FCC Personnel Committee
To show your appreciation to our staff we invite you to send checks to the church, noting STAFF GIFTS
on the envelope or on the check memo line. You can also give electronically using the “Donate” button
on our website - again, just make sure you note STAFF GIFTS on your donation. We ask that you do so
before December 18 so that the collective contributions may be received by staff before Christmas.
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays (not Dec. 23 & 30)
Upcoming scriptures:
Dec. 9 - Matthew 2:1-12
Dec. 16 - John 1:1-18 (and Luke 2:15-20)



Advent Children’s Stories (preschool through
5th graders) take place each Tuesday at 6:30pm
on Zoom through December 29.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm



Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm and
welcome you to join us.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday




To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am and enjoy some conversation with friends
before worship.

You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Remember: Christmas Eve worship will take place
both on Zoom at 7pm and be available on YouTube
beginning at 5pm that evening. We hope you’ll
worship with us.

A HOLINESS INVASION
“Advent” means “coming,” of
course, and the promise of
Advent is that what is coming
is an unimaginable invasion.
The mythology of our age has
to do with flying saucers and
invasions from outer space,
and that is unimaginable
enough. But what is upon us now is even more so
— a close encounter not of the third kind but of a
different kind altogether. An invasion of holiness.
That is what Advent is about.
—Frederick Buechner, The Clown in the Belfry

on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Bible Quiz
Which of the four Gospels name(s)
Bethlehem as the place of Jesus’ birth?
A. Only Luke
B. Matthew and Luke
C. Mark and John
D. All four

Answer: See Matthew 2:1;
Luke 2:1-7
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

December 13, 2020 - Third Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “The First Noel” vs. 1
Lighting of Advent Candle
Prayer - Joy Has Power
During our prayer time this week you are invited to cut the blue and purple pieces of paper into strips. Write your
joys on one color and your grief on the other. As you put them together in a prayer chain, allow the two to mingle.
Children’s Moment - The Shepherds Show the Way to Bethlehem
Scripture - Luke 2:8-20
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Sermon - The Gift of Joy
What are the things right now that are getting in the way of you finding joy? Take some time to acknowledge
those. Even as you acknowledge the barriers, where do you experience joy? How do you find yourself choosing joy
in these days that are different than you are used to? What commitment to joy can you make?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
God meets us in the ordinary people, places and things in our lives. God meets you at the table, in the food you
retrieve from your kitchen and call communion. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body
again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Benediction

2020
DECEMBER
Sun

Mon

BIRTHDAYS

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

4-Alana Seaton
6-Jan Jensen
11-Emily Klein
12-Tom Klein
14-Brooklyn Mohr
17-Emily Greathouse

17-Finn Meadows
19-Beth Pelton
21-Kristin
Greathouse
23-Felix RectorMyers
27-Ruth Potter

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Alternative Gift
Market @ Zoom
10:45 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1:30 PM
Nominating Comm
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

17

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Board Meeting
@ Zoom 7 PM

Christmas Concert @
Zoom 2 PM

18

19

26

20

21

22

23

24

25

Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Children’s Christmas
Program @ Zoom
4 PM

Longest Night
Service @ Zoom
6 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens
Christmas Eve
Service @ Zoom
7 PM

Christmas
Day

27

28

29

30

31

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens

NO Sunday Sch oo l
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

ANNIVERSARIES
8– Amy & Rick
Elliott

30– Jill & Finn
Meadows

20– Marilyn & Del
Gilmore

31– Erika & Sara
Riggs

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

