THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of DECEMBER 23, 2020
NOTE: THE NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL COME OUT JANUARY 6, 2021

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your church staff.
We are grateful to share ministry with you!

Christmas Eve
Worship
While we can’t gather in the
sanctuary, we will still worship
together on Christmas Eve. You
can sign in on Zoom beginning at 6:45pm and join
others from FCC for worship at 7pm.
You will also be able to access the worship service
on YouTube any time after 5pm on Christmas Eve if
that works better for your household schedule.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday




To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am to greet friends from FCC and then we will
share in worship together.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Thank you for your generosity! Pledges for 2021
were $23,000 higher than pledges for 2020. We
were able to increase our budget with raises for
staff and more money for ministry. This is possible
because of your generosity.
- The FCC Board

2020 Year End Giving
The end of the year is coming quickly. If you still
have offerings to share that you want to be
reflected on your 2020 giving statement for tax
purposes, please get those to the church by the
following dates:


Using PayPal - complete transaction by
Dec. 31



Mailing or dropping off a check - have it
arrive at the church by Dec. 30.

Christmas Offering Supports our Regional Ministries
Just in recent years we have seen the fruits of regional ministry as we have sent dozens of kids to camp and as
camp came to them in "Camp Crates" this summer when gathering wasn't possible...as we have celebrated
the ordination of Melea and the commissioning of Kara and Laura...as we have participated in the All
Congregational Gathering even when it went virtual...as we have seen members of FCC join the new AntiRacism team in our region. You can support this offering by mailing a check to church or using the "Donate"
button on our website (indicate Christmas offering on the memo). To learn more, watch this video.
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You have been reading reflections on the theme “An Unexpected Gift” in your Advent devotional booklet.
Here is one more. This one is written by our friend, Margaret.

When You Come to The End of a Perfect Day…Almost
September 30, 2015 had been a beautiful fall day. We had relatives from Chillicothe, MO come for
peaches. This was a peach year and we had many more than we needed to freeze. So, they wanted to come to
take some home with them. It was a six-hour drive. They arrived, ate lunch with us with pie for dessert. After
picking several boxes and loading the car we were ready to take some family pictures. When pictures were
finished, they bid everyone goodbye and left to go home six hours with the hope of arriving by morning.
My family collected their possessions and they also left in their vehicles. It was now Lady, my German
Shephard, and myself. I always talked to her like a person. I picked up the lead strap, snapped it on her collar and
away we went. Romping and sniffing over the yard and garden. We walked along the south side of the soybean
field. We then turned and started towards the garden. With a jerk of the lead strap my dog ran backwards into
the bean field and left me lying on the ground. I knew very soon that I would not be walking for a while.
I said to myself. “You have no cell phone or lifeline. This is Sunday evening, and everyone has gone
home. What are you going to do?” I knew that the dew soon comes out on the grass in September, so I had to
move shortly as I didn’t want to be wet with dew. I started crawling to the garden. There was a steel post at the
end of the pole bean row. I pulled myself up to the post and there I was secure. Lady came back…
NO BUNNY!! She put her head under my hand so that I would pet her. Then she was off again. This was the first
time she had ever been “on her own” at night.
Darkness was coming quickly. I had never been in the garden after dark and I hated to think of the “critters”
that might be there. Suddenly everything seemed quiet and peaceful. The stars came out. The most beautiful
stars I had ever seen in my life. The Big Dipper was on the left side with Orion on the other. I could almost touch
them. I was no longer afraid of the dark and I was still standing on one leg. The sky was bright with stars and
everything returned to normal.
After a while I noticed a lightness beginning to come on the eastern horizon. I heard the neighbor’s cattle
making noise. The cars and tucks were beginning to go to work. The electrician would soon be coming to do
some wiring for a new soybean bin. After more traffic went by a truck did come in. As soon as it stopped “Help
Me, Help Me!” The electrician heard my call. “Oh Brent, let’s call 911 I think I have a broken hip.”
Brent took a sweatshirt and wrapped around me because I was so cold. It was forty-one degrees that
night. Sixteen hours I stood there! Lady went to the house and laid by the porch. After the ambulance came and
I left, my sons started looking for the dog. She was in the garage in her kennel. They later told me she had quit
eating and was getting thin. I said, “You have got to love her and take her for walks, or she will die.” They did and
she recovered.
I went to the hospital and therapy. I am a strong farm wife and I mended easily. Two weeks at Bickford
Cottage helped to get me ready to be home. Many calls from Pastor John, the ladies from Hannah and my family
and friends. “Stanley” the monkey brought smiles. He arrived with Eunice and I passed him along to the next
hospital patient.
I am thankful and grateful for all the loving care from my church home.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm. All
are welcome.
FCC Connect will not meet Dec. 24 and 31.

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon
on Wednesdays but will not
meet Dec. 23 & 30.
Next meeting - January 6, 2021
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Hannah Circle
Hannah Circle will meet Monday, January 11 at
1pm via Zoom. Mark your calendars—more info
coming soon!


FCC Book Club
January will be here soon - why not
start reading for Book Club now?

5th graders) take place each Tuesday at 6:30pm
on Zoom through December 29.


Regional Anti-Racism Discussion
All laity and clergy are invited to participate in a AR/
PR discussion: "What does it mean when people say
Black Lives Matter?" We will meet by zoom for this
discussion on Sunday, January 17, 2021, at 7:00pm.
You must register for the event in advance. There
will be articles to read and videos to watch in
preparation for the discussion. These will be sent to
you in January. The number of participants is
limited so register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom starting again

The next FCC Book Club meeting will
be at 7pm on January 28, 2021.
We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult. This
book is a captivating tale of love, loss and
searching in both human and elephant families.

Advent Children’s Stories (preschool through

on January 7, 2021.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom starting again on January 10, 2021.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: January 20, February 17,
March 24, April 21, and May 19.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

BIBLE QUIZ

WELCOME, JESUS!
Welcome all wonders in one
sight,
Eternity shut in a span,
Summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in man,
Great little one,
whose all-embracing birth
Lifts earth to heaven,
stoops heaven to earth.
—Richard Crashaw (1612-1649)

Where did the child Jesus
and his parents flee for
safety?
A. Ethiopia
B. Syria
C. Rome
D. Egypt
Answer: See Matthew 2:13.

Perfect as is
Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.
—Corrie ten Boom
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

December 27, 2020 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
Today we are taking part in the All Region Worship service led by the staff of the
Christian Church in the Upper Midwest.
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Joy to the World”
Children’s Moment
Prayer
Special Music - “Sleep My Dove”
Scripture - Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Sermon - What Comes After Silent Night?
How do we share the good news, the hope of Christmas? How do we share the love of God that we know in Christ?
Congregational Singing - “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving
spirit to flow through you.
Benediction

FCC @ Free Lunch Program in 2021
Our church has once again committed to assist the Iowa City Free Lunch Program (FLP) by providing the lunch
meal on five dates in 2021. We have selected the fourth Saturday of every other month. This means our dates
are: February 27, April 24, June 26, August 28 and October 23. Mark your calendars now as we look forward to
serving our community in this way.
Our responsibility includes planning, securing, preparing and serving free lunch, along with kitchen cleanup. Your
planning committee is in the early stages of determining the February menu. Once details are announced, FCC
members will have the opportunity to participate through donations and/or service. Currently, under the altered
protocol (due to COVID) a smaller group of people are present at FLP to serve, but there are opportunities for
many to purchase/prepare and donate food items. The FLP is serving approximately 100 meals each day.
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

