THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of December 22, 2021
Sharing From Our Abundance
Dear Friends,
We are excited to share that last week the church board voted to give a gift of $10,000 to support the Coralville
Food Pantry's "More Than A Pantry" Building Campaign.
We want to thank each of you for our ability to make this gift. This gift is made possible because of the
faithfulness you all have shown to First Christian over these last two years. Because you have continued to give,
continued to show up, continued to be committed to our ministry and connection to the community, we are living with an abundance. It makes sense to share that!
So, why the Coralville Food Pantry? The Coralville Food Pantry was founded in 2009 as a joint effort of a number
of local congregations, ours included. In the years since we have had members serve on the board and as
volunteers. Our youth groups have often helped with projects. In other words, we have a longstanding
relationship. The Food Pantry, currently housed in the old Coralville Post Office, has the opportunity to grow in
both square footage and services. The building campaign supports the construction of a new facility which will
double their square footage and allow them to become more than a pantry with community-focused programs
like neighborhood meals, cooking classes, mobile health clinics, and more.

Additionally, time and time again food insecurity has come up as a central concern and calling felt by members of
our congregation. As we dreamed together this fall about the church we are called to be, many of you named
that we are called to respond to food insecurity. Recognizing that these last 21 months have been hard on so
many families' financial stability, giving from our abundance in ways that help our neighbors have enough to eat
simply makes sense.
Thank you again for your generosity to First Christian which is allowing us to be generous with our community.
In Gratitude, Kent Clark, Moderator and Jill Michel, Pastor

Alternative Gift Market Update
We are excited to share that we were premature in announcing the amount that has been collected through our
Alternative Gift Market. The final total is $14,025 which will be shared, as indicated by donors, with the twelve
agencies supported through this event. Well done, First Christian!

End of Year Giving Reminder
It’s time for the annual reminder that if you have gifts to share with First Christian which you would like on your
2021 tax statement, they need to be in to the church office by Thursday, December 30 as the church office is
closed on Fridays. Gifts given through PayPal will be recorded on 2021 tax statements as long as they post by
December 31.
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Mark Your Calendars
Christmas Worship Reminders
We will worship together on Christmas Eve - December 24 - both in person and online.
Online worship will be available on YouTube beginning at 5pm.
In person services are offered at both 5pm and 7pm. If you plan to worship in person, please take a moment now
to reserve your spot at the service you plan to attend. COVID protocols will be in place.
Sunday morning worship will happen as usual on December 26 and January 2 with in person worship at 10am in
the sanctuary as well as worship available online at our YouTube channel each Sunday morning.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
No Bible Study December 22 or 29

January 5 - I Corinthians 12:1-11

FCC Connect
FCC Connect is on break over the holidays, but
will return in the new year. This is a time of
conversation and a chance to get to know others
from FCC better. FCC Connect generally happens
each Thursday evening at 6pm on Zoom and all
are welcome!

The FCC Book Club is
reading Lincoln Highway by
Amor Towles. A most unusual
road trip takes place on this
well-known route. The
discussion will be January 27,
2022, at 7 p.m., giving you time to read this
rather long, but engaging book.

JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, will
continue to meet on the 1st
Wednesday in person and the
3rd Wednesday on Zoom. The Zoom links are
sent to families ahead of the meetings.
Questions? Ask Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com).
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We celebrate with Kyle Rector & Brandon Myers who are expecting a child in June. The baby will join big
brother, Felix.

Covered to protect privacy



We mourn with Krista Kronstein and family upon the death of her grandmother, Stella.



We pray for healing for Linda Flinn’s cousin, Janelle, who is in ICU.



We pray traveling mercies for all who are traveling this holiday season.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

December 26, 2021 (January 2, 2022 on the following page)
Greeting
Hymn - “I Wonder as I Wander”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Luke 2:41-52 (excerpts printed)
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old,
they went up as usual for the festival....After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart.
Sermon - “Beyond the Baby”
Offering - We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our
world.
Communion - As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite
God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Once in Royal David’s City”
Benediction
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January 2, 2022 (December 26, 2021 on previous page)
Greeting
Hymn - “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” vs. 1 & 2
Scripture - John 1:10-14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth.
Ritual of Letting Go
Children’s Moment
Hymn - “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” vs. 3
Sermon - “Living in God’s Presence”
Where are the places you notice God showing up in your daily life? How does the presence of God-with-us change
who you are and how you live?
Prayer
Hymn - “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” vs. 4
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, December 19: These include: Steve Dunham
& Lora Morgan Dunham (Greeters), Beth Pelton and Julianna Freeman (Ushers), Tim Fees and Gayle Cuppy
(Musicians), Karen Dawson (Lighting the Advent Candle), Maggie Keyser (Children’s Moment), Jay Thomas
(Scripture Reader), Melea White (Elder), David Klein and Rebecca Clark (A/V).
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Sanctuary &
YouTubeWorship
10 AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Youth Christmas
Cookies 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Ministry Planning
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

Longest Night
Service 6 PM

FCC @ Free Lunch
Program 10:30 AM
NO B ible Study
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Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
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