THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of DECEMBER 2, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Advent began on Sunday with a beautiful worship service. I hope you are spending some time with your Advent
packet and letting this season be meaningful to you. I also hope you have looked over the calendar of special events
and worship services that are coming yet this month. There will be some lovely opportunities for us to be together
on Zoom for worship, music, and a children’s program. I would love to see you at these!
We also have an opportunity for you to participate in Christmas Eve worship. One of the most meaningful moments
for so many of us is when we sing “Silent Night” at the end of the service and pass the candle light around the
sanctuary. While we won’t be together in person, we have decided to do a virtual passing of the light. In order to
do this we are asking each household to take a picture of the person/people in their home holding a lighted candle.
It can be any candle - whatever you already have. Each person can hold their own candle or the family can hold one
together. There is no one right way to do this, we would just love to see you.
If you need assistance, your church staff members are available to come by your house (masked, of course) and take
your photo or bring you a candle if you don’t have any. This might be especially helpful just to have another set of
hands to take the picture or if you are not able to email a picture to us.
We would love to include as many of us as possible in this part of worship.
All the pictures we receive will be shared at the end of the Christmas Eve
worship service (which will be posted publicly to YouTube) as we sing
“Silent Night.” Please send pictures to me by December 17 at
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)
P.S. Our family did a sample picture to share with you - here it is!

Staff Gift Reminder from FCC Personnel Committee
During this entire COVID year, our staff members have given amazingly meaningful and creative worship,
programming and reaching out to members and non-members of FCC. Perhaps there is no more
important year to continue our tradition of sharing monetary gifts with our staff at Christmastime.
To show your appreciation to them, we invite you to send checks to the church, noting STAFF GIFTS on
the envelope or on the check memo line. You can also give electronically using the “Donate” button on
our website - again, just make sure you note STAFF GIFTS on your donation.
We ask that you do so before December 18 so that the collective contributions may be received by staff
before Christmas. Thank you!
-- FCC Personnel Committee -- Beth Smith, Thom Powell, Beth Pelton
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Mark Your Calendars...

Alternative Gift Market
Join our Virtual Alternative Gift Market on Zoom
following worship on December 6. Use the worship
sign in link and join us about 10:45am. We will have
representatives from ten local helping agencies with
us to talk about their work and the challenges and
opportunities COVID has offered this year. Have
your donation form (from your Advent packet)
handy so you can decide how to support our
community.

Hannah Circle on
Zoom
The Hannah Circle will have a Christmas social on
Zoom on Wednesday, December 9 at 1:30pm. Come
catch up with one another and enjoy some holiday
conversation.

FCC Christmas
Concert 2020
Come join us for a musical
Zoom Christmas Concert!
The concert will take place
on Saturday, December 12 at 2pm. Contact the
church office for the Zoom link.
FCC musicians and friends will celebrate the season
with Christmas, holiday and seasonal music.

Children’s Christmas Program
Join the children of First Christian on Sunday,
December 20 at 4pm as they delight and inspire us
with a Christmas message. Their program will take
place live on Zoom that afternoon and all are
welcome to join in.

Longest Night
Worship
December 21 is the longest
night of the year and
traditionally a time to share in worship that
acknowledges our grief. First Christian will have a
service again this year.
Join us on Zoom at 6pm that night to share in this
meaningful and moving service of worship.

Christmas Eve
Worship
While we can’t gather in the
sanctuary, we will still worship
together on Thursday,
December 24 - Christmas Eve. You can sign in on
Zoom and join others from FCC for worship at 7pm.
You will also be able to access the worship service
on YouTube any time after 5pm on Christmas Eve if
that works better for your household schedule.
And we hope you’ll participate in the virtual candle
circle - details are on page 1 of this newsletter.

FCC Book Club
There is no Book Club meeting in
December, but you can begin
preparing for January.
The next FCC Book Club meeting will be at 7pm on
January 28, 2021.
We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult. This
book is a captivating tale of love, loss and
searching in both human and elephant families.
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
Dec. 2 - Luke 2:8-20
Dec. 9 - Matthew 2:1-12



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm. No
meetings on 12/24 and 12/31.



graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.


Join Us for Worship Each Sunday



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Remember the Alternative Gift Market will be
Sun, December 6 following worship on Zoom (use
link above). If you come just for that, sign on about
10:45am to hear from ten local helping agencies.

BIBLE QUIZ
After Mary learned she was pregnant with
God’s Son, what relative — also miraculously
pregnant — did she go visit?
A. Esther

Sunday School (preschool through 5th

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

A FRESH LOOK
Just when everything is bearing down on us
to such an extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the Christmas message comes to tell
us that all our ideas are wrong, and that what
we take to be evil and dark is really good and
light because it comes from God. Our eyes are
at fault, that is all.
God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light
in darkness, succor in abandonment. No evil
can befall us; whatever men may do to us,
they cannot but serve the God who is secretly
revealed as love and rules the world and our
lives.

B. Elizabeth
C. Anne
D. Anna

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger

Answer: See Luke 1:39-40.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

December 6, 2020 - Second Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Comfort, Comfort, You My People”
Lighting of Advent Candle
The story of FCC’s fire and the doves that didn’t burn
Prayer - Committing to Peace
During our prayer time this week each member of your household is invited to write their name on the dove in your
Advent packet as a way to show their commitment to live peacefully in this world.
Children’s Moment - Mary and Joseph Show the Way to Bethlehem
Scripture - Luke 1:26-33, 46-55 (excerpts printed here)
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to ... Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David....” … And Mary said, “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed... He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”
Sermon - The Gift of Peace
Sometimes we get overwhelmed by fear and discord, conflict and controversy. But we are called to choose peace.
When has peace surprised you? When have you made a choice to create peace when you could have done
otherwise? How are you being called to peace today?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Here we are invited to set aside all that distresses and simply to be. We are invited to be nurtured, to be fed, to be
loved. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s
loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Benediction

2020
DECEMBER
Sun

Mon

BIRTHDAYS

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

4-Alana Seaton
6-Jan Jensen
11-Emily Klein
12-Tom Klein
14-Brooklyn Mohr
17-Emily Greathouse

17-Finn Meadows
19-Beth Pelton
21-Kristin
Greathouse
23-Felix RectorMyers
27-Ruth Potter

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Alternative Gift
Market @ Zoom
10:45 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1:30 PM
Nominating Comm
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

17

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Board Meeting
@ Zoom 7 PM

Christmas Concert @
Zoom 2 PM

18

19

26

20

21

22

23

24

25

Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Children’s Christmas
Program @ Zoom
4 PM

Longest Night
Service @ Zoom
6 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens
Christmas Eve
Service @ Zoom
7 PM

Christmas
Day

27

28

29

30

31

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens

NO Sunday Sch oo l
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

ANNIVERSARIES
8– Amy & Rick
Elliott

30– Jill & Finn
Meadows

20– Marilyn & Del
Gilmore

31– Erika & Sara
Riggs

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

