THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of DECEMBER 16, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
As we continue through Advent, this season of waiting, I offer you these words from Ted Loder’s book Guerrillas of
Grace: Prayers for the Battle.
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given.
I would be silent now, Lord and expectant…

that I may receive the gift I need,
so that I may become the gifts others need.
Even as this season is different than usual, may we live expectantly as we seek God’s presence and may we live in
ways that are a gift to others.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Tree of Memories 2020
While we didn’t get to put our ornaments on a common tree at the church, still angel ornaments
were purchased in memory of loved ones who remain near to our hearts.
Edward Hansen in memory of Matthew Eugene Hansen
Diane Hertel in memory of Joy Blair and Ron Hertel
Terry and Laurie Dahms in memory of Eric C. Dahms
Julianna Freeman in memory of Robert Freeman and Tim Waterman
Michel Family in memory of Richard Eldridge and Spencer Nicodemus
Maggie and Kevin Keyser in memory of George & Ruth Eash and Archie Keyser
Beth Pelton in memory of John Pelton, John & Helen Ford, and Charles & Rosanna Pelton
Catrina Reynolds and family in memory of Troy Carlson, Evelyn Reynolds, Karen Williams and Steve
Williams
Linda Jans in memory of Richard Eldridge
Martha Melton in memory of Merle Melton
Steve Dunham & Lora Morgan Dunham in memory of Edythe Benson, Duane Benson, Emily PalmerDunham, and Everett & Dorothy Dunham
Seaton Family in memory of Rae Seaton
Laura Kittrell in memory of Kay Hudson and Dan Bramow
Margaret Rossman in memory of Edward Rossman, Cecil Smith, Alice Smith, Hilda McCumber, and
Doris Schuessler
Lindsey Schluckebier and family in memory of mom & grandma, Patti Albert
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Mark Your Calendars...

Join the Circle of Light
Remember to take a picture of the members of your
household holding lit candles. You can invite family
from other places who might normally be here on
Christmas Eve to participate, too. Send the picture
to Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by Dec.
17. These pictures will be used in our virtual
Christmas Eve worship as we sing “Silent Night.”

Children’s Christmas Program
Join the children of First Christian on Sunday,
December 20 at 4pm as they delight and inspire us
with a Christmas message. Their program will take
place live on Zoom that afternoon and all are
welcome to join in.

Regional Anti-Racism Discussion
All laity and clergy are invited to participate in a AR/
PR discussion: "What does it mean when people say
Black Lives Matter?" We will meet by zoom for this
discussion on Sunday, January 17, 2021, at 7:00pm.
You must register for the event in advance. There
will be articles to read and videos to watch in
preparation for the discussion. These will be sent to
you in January. The number of participants is
limited so register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

Longest Night
Worship
December 21 at 6pm we
will share a service that
acknowledges our grief. Join us on Zoom at 6pm
that night to share in this meaningful and moving
service of worship or watch it on YouTube after
6pm that day.

Christmas Eve
Worship
While we can’t gather in the
sanctuary, we will still worship
together on Christmas Eve.
You can sign in on Zoom and
join others from FCC for worship at 7pm. You will
also be able to access the worship service on
YouTube any time after 5pm on Christmas Eve if
that works better for your household schedule.

Advent with Beloved Community
For Advent 2020, Beloved Community
Initiative is honored to offer an online pop-up
Advent calendar centered on racial justice.
The daily meditations, scripture, videos,
prayers, and prompts invite and inspire us to
choose hope.

Christmas Offering Support our Regional Ministries
Just in recent years we have seen the fruits of regional ministry as we have sent dozens of kids to camp and as
camp came to them in "Camp Crates" this summer when gathering wasn't possible...as we have celebrated
the ordination of Melea and the commissioning of Kara and Laura...as we have participated in the All
Congregational Gathering even when it went virtual...as we have seen members of FCC join the new AntiRacism team in our region. You can support this offering by mailing a check to church or using the "Donate"
button on our website (indicate Christmas offering on the memo). To learn more, watch this video.
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays (not Dec. 23 & 30)



Upcoming scriptures:
Dec. 16 - John 1:1-18 (and Luke 2:15-20)
Next meeting - January 6, 2021

Advent Children’s Stories (preschool through
5th graders) take place each Tuesday at 6:30pm
on Zoom through December 29.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm



Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
FCC Connect will not meet Dec. 24 and 31. We will
look forward to seeing you in 2021.

Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: December 16.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Christian Symbol
Advent Wreath

The Christmas message is that there is hope for
a ruined humanity — hope of pardon, hope of
peace with God, hope of glory — because at the
Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor, and was
born in a stable so that 30 years later he might
hang on a cross.
—J.I. Packer

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and
increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The
wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, or life
without end. The candles remind us that Jesus is
the Light of the World —
he brought light and life
to a dark world (see
John 1:4-5). On each of
the four Sundays of
Advent, we light a new
candle. As the light
grows, so do our hope
and joy.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” vs. 1-3
Lighting of Advent Candle
Prayer - Sticky Love
As we focus on love this week we remember that prayer isn’t just a conversation with God but sends us into action.
Use the sticky notes in your Advent packet as a way to show love to others around you and as prayer prompts for
you as you say thank you for God’s love and discern ways to share it.
Children’s Moment - The Magi Show the Way to Bethlehem
Scripture - Matthew 2:1-12 (excerpts printed here)
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd
my people Israel.’”... When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
Sermon - The Gift of Love
What does God’s love mean to you? What does it motivate in you? As you read the stories of Jesus, does the risk
he and others took on behalf of God cause you to be willing to take risks to share God’s love? If we are grateful for
a loving God, then how do we show love to those closest to us and to strangers out in the world?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Perhaps there is no place that better exemplifies God’s love than the table. Here there is room for everyone and
here everyone has enough, even more. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to
God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “As with Gladness”

Benediction

2020
DECEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Alternative Gift
Market @ Zoom
10:45 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1:30 PM
Nominating Comm
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

17

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Board Meeting
@ Zoom 7 PM

Christmas Concert @
Zoom 2 PM

18

19

26

20

21

22

23

24

25

Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Children’s Christmas
Program @ Zoom
4 PM

Longest Night
Service @ Zoom
6 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens

Christmas
Day

27

28

29

30

31

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Con n ect
or Quaran-Teens

NO Sunday Sch oo l
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Christmas Eve
Service @ Zoom
7 PM (also
available on
YouTube at 5PM)

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

