THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of December 15, 2021
A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
It is hard for me to believe that 2021 is nearly over. Sometimes life hurries by us so quickly that we can barely
catch our breath and pause to remember where we have been, to appreciate the moment we are in, to share
gratitude for what was, is and is to come.
So, let me say thank you to each of you.

Thank you for your continued involvement in and commitment to the ministries we share through First Christian.
I continue to be grateful for the generosity of love and support you give to us as your church staff, and for the
ways your keep supporting and connecting with each other.
I continue to be grateful for the patience you all have exhibited over this last 21 months since COVID upended
our usual patterns of being - even though this time has been hard on all of you in so many ways, you have been
gracious with difficult decisions and eager to participate in our life together.
I also continue to be hopeful about our future. This is in no small part influenced by your own hopefulness.
Thank you to those who have made commitments to support the ministry we will share in 2022 - financial
pledges exceeded our goal, so many of you have responded with eagerness about ways you will serve in the
coming year, and the Nominating Committee is lining up a wonderful group of leaders.
Meanwhile, we are still in the midst of Advent. There remain several worshipping opportunities this year:


Sunday worship on December 19 (last Sunday of Advent) and December 26 (where we hear the story of
tween Jesus).



Longest Night worship at 6pm on December 21 where we remember that joy and grief often journey
together with us. This service will be recorded and then posted to YouTube. Watch for it to be available
either later that night or early the next day.



Christmas Eve worship at 5pm and 7pm on December 24 will take place in person. Please remember to
reserve your seat as we are trying to keep from overcrowding the sanctuary due to continuing COVID
concerns. If you can’t use the link to reserve your spot, please call the church office. This service will also be
available on YouTube beginning at 5pm.

One other note. We have been providing communion containing gluten as well as gluten free. We are currently
out of gluten free communion. It was ordered a while ago, but supply chain issues have it on backorder. We will
provide it again as soon as we can. Meanwhile, if you need gluten free, feel free to bring something from home.
Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)

The December 22 newsletter will be the final newsletter of 2021. If there is anything you need in the newsletter
before January 5, please get it to the office by Monday, December 20. The first newsletter in 2022 will be January 5.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.

Worship with Us this
Advent Season

We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:

Please join us as we Discover
Advent Again.

December 15 - Luke 2:41-52
No Bible Study December 22 or 29
January 5 - I Corinthians 12:1-11

Sunday Worship Services at 10am in the sanctuary
and online:


JYF meets today,
December 15, at
6:30pm on Zoom.

Join the “church ladies” on
December 16 at 5:30pm at 30Hop
in Coralville for good food and
conversation.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm. We will meet tomorrow but then take a
break on December 23 and 30.
We plan to be back in the new year.

Advent/Christmas
Sing-a-Longs
December 19 at 2pm you are
invited to gather in the sanctuary
and sing favorite Advent and
Christmas hymns if you are comfortable with
masked congregational singing.

December 19 - Discovering Love Again.

The Longest Night Service will take place on
Tuesday, December 21 at 6pm as we remember
that grief, loneliness, and depression mingle with
the joy of the season. This service will be recorded
and then posted to YouTube.
On Christmas Eve we will worship together. Those
worshipping in person can choose either the 5pm or
7pm service and will be asked to reserve their spot
at their preferred service in order to keep our
crowds even. Please use this link or call the church
office to RSVP for your preferred worship service.
Online worship will be available at 5pm.

Thank you for your Generosity!
Thanks to you we have raised $9460 through our
Alternative Gift Market. These gifts will support the
work of 12 agencies in our community.

Tree of Memories
If you put an ornament on the Tree of Memories,
you are welcome to take it home with after
worship on December 19 or on Christmas Eve.
Each ornament has a tag with the names of loved
ones, so please find yours and enjoy it at home.

Calling all 6th-12th Graders...We will be decorating and delivering Christmas cookies on Sunday, December 19
beginning at 3pm. Join us in Fellowship Hall.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We pray for Krista Kronstein’s grandma, Stella, who is on hospice care and for Jan Jensen’s dad, Dale, who
began chemotherapy yesterday.


We pray for all who are recovering from injuries and surgeries including Gabe Heefner and Gary Emmert.

 We pray for Don Anderson and Jane Dohrmann as they prepare to leave the first of the year for an extended
stay in Calgary as part of Don’s sabbatical.
 We pray for communities who were in the path of last weekend’s tornado outbreak as they grieve and
recover.
Covered to protect personal information.
 We pray for those who are struggling during this “most wonderful time of the year” whether due to grief,
depression, or other feelings and experiences that feel in conflict with the joy we more often talk about.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Please update your directory
Ellise Tweed and her mom have moved: Ellise and Jean Tweed, 304 S. Ash Street, New London, IA 52645

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on

Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.

Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee, and
development mission fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). For more
information about the damage from this past
weekend’s tornado outbreak and the work that
Week of Compassion is doing in response, visit
their website. You can give financial support
directly through their website or by mailing a
check to Week of Compassion, P.O. Box 1986,
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Designate gifts for "U.S.
Storms and Fires," and 100% of your donation
will go to local responses.

This annual special offering supports the work of the
regional church. Regional ministry touches many
aspects of our church lives. From assisting search
committees, to paving the way for individuals ready to
answer the call to ministry, to providing summer camp
and other youth programming, the regional church
walks along with all of the congregations in the Upper
Midwest supporting our shared work as Disciples
Together. Please mark gifts “Christmas Offering.”
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Angels on the Tree of Memories
Help Us Remember Our Loved Ones
The Michel Family
Jim Lang
Diane Hertel

In memory of Edna Eldridge
In memory of Nancy Lang
In memory of Ron Hertel
In memory of Joy Blair
Linda Jans
In memory of Edna Eldridge
Vern Duba & Jon Feaver In memory The Rev. & Mrs. Laurence & Marilyn Feaver
In memory of Debbie Feaver-Comodeca
In memory of Phyllis Somerville
Edward “Gene” Hansen In memory of Matthew
In memory of Patrick
The Hall Family
In memory of Keener A. Hall
In memory of Charles Williams
In memory of Betty Williams
In memory of Bonnie (Meamaw) Williams
In memory of Charles (Pepa) Williams
Jane Dohrmann
In memory of Susan Jane Dohrmann
In memory of Alvina Duroe
John & Nancy McKinstry In memory of Bill Laubengayer
Sharon Sass
In memory of Risden family members
Sally & Steve Strah
In memory of Gary Meineke (Sally’s dad), Steven Strah (Steve’s dad),
and Denver Smith (Steve’s brother)
Martha Melton
In memory of Merle Melton
Margaret Rossman
In memory of George Bard
In memory of Betty McCoy
In memory of Mabel Marine
Stephen Dunham &
In memory of Emily Palmer-Dunham
Lora Morgan Dunham In memory of Duane Benson
In memory of Edythe Benson
In memory of Dorothy & Everett Dunham
In memory of Jacque McCoy
Laura Kittrell
In memory of Kay Hudson
The Romero Family
In memory of Grandma & Grandpa Graham
In memory of Grandma & Grandpa Smith
Beth Pelton
In memory of John Pelton
In memory of John & Helen Ford
In memory of Charles & Rosanna Pelton
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

December 19, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Hymn - “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
Prayer
Advent Wreath Hymn - “One Candle Is Lit“ (verse 4)
Children’s Moment
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Scripture - Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
Sermon - “Discovering Love Again”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Come, O Long-expected Jesus”
Benediction
Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, December 12: These include: Shannon &
Carl Esmann (Greeters), Steve Dunham and Lora Morgan Dunham (Ushers), Rachel Bogs, Mark & Joy Clark
(Musicians), The Coobs Family (Lighting the Advent Candle), Emily Steeples (Scripture Reader), Steve Dunham
(Elder), Jim Michel and Laurie Dahms (A/V). And a special thanks to our wonderful children who shared a very
special story of Jesus’ birth with us in worship—well done!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

5

6

7

8

9

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Nominating Comm.
@ Zoom 10:30 AM
Jill’s PST @ 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

Peggy out of office through December 12th

Pie Making
10 AM-7 PM

10

11

17

18

25

12

13

14

15

16

Sanctuary Worship
w/ Children’s
Program 10 AM
Joe Page Recital
2-5 PM
Worship @ YouTube
Troop 2000 7 PM

Board Mtg 6 PM

Nominating Comm.
@ Zoom 9 AM

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

Women Clergy
10AM @ Zoom
Ladies’ Night Out @
30Hop 5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

19

20

21

22

23

24

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Youth Christmas
Cookies 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Ministry Planning
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

Longest Night
Service 6 PM

FCC @ Free Lunch
Program 10:30 AM
NO B ible Study

NO FCC Connect

Christmas Eve
Worship
5 PM & 7 PM

26

27

28

29

30

31

NO B ible Study

NO FCC Connect

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM
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