THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of December 1, 2021
Dear Friends,

A Note from Our Pastor

Advent has begun. So, I remind you that even though it may seem like the year is flying by (how is it December 1
already?!?), this is a season for intentionality and slowing down. Even if you have a long list of things to do decorating, baking, shopping, wrapping, traveling - I hope you will choose to take time for Advent reflection and
to use this season to renew your commitments to living faithfully.
I also know that this has felt more challenging to many of us in recent times. Pandemic, division, awareness of
poverty and injustice, grief and exhaustion...all of these take their toll. So, as we journey through this season
together, we are acknowledging that sometimes hope, peace, joy and love are hard to find. We also are
acknowledging that there are opportunities to discover these things again. Often we do that best in community.
I hope you will join us on this journey during Advent. Worship continues to be available in person and online, so
worship with us in the way that is best for you. We will have two singing events so that those who are
comfortable with congregational singing can gather together and sing our favorite Advent and Christmas songs.
Christmas Eve will offer us two in person worship services as well as worship online. And the Advent Devotional
and Coloring Book is available for your use. We hope you will join us on this journey.
Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)

A Gift of Gratitude for Our Staff
During this second long and challenging year of the pandemic, our staff members have given amazingly creative
and meaningful worship, programming and reaching out to members and non-members of FCC. Let us express
gratitude to them in our tradition of sharing monetary gifts with our staff at Christmastime. To show your
appreciation to them, we invite you to send checks to the church, noting STAFF GIFTS on the envelope or on the
check memo line. You can also give electronically using the “Donate” button on our website - again, just make
sure you note STAFF GIFTS on your donation. We ask that you do so before Friday, December 17 so that the
collective contributions may be received by staff before Christmas. Thank you!

-- FCC Personnel Committee -- Beth Smith, Thom Powell, Beth Pelton
The next FCC serving date at Free Lunch is Wednesday, December 22. In an effort to
minimize use of disposable items, we have purchased reusable 9 x 13 pans for the
casseroles. Those pans are available for pickup at church, along with the recipe for the
coming Free Lunch casserole. Bring the completed casserole to church on or
before the designated date and place in the freezer.
For all other items or to volunteer on December 22, sign up at this link. All items can be purchased or made at
any time and returned to church to be stored until our serving date. The menu this month is: Jambalaya Rice
Casserole with Kielbasa, Mixed vegetables, Fruit Salad, Bread, Granola Bar, & Cookies.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.

Worship with Us this
Advent Season

We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
December 1 - Isaiah 12:2-6
December 8 - Micah 5:2-5a

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm

Please join us as we celebrate the
season and Discover Advent Again.
Sunday Worship Services at 10am in the sanctuary
and online:


Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.

December 5 - Discovering Peace Again with
hanging peace doves.



December 12 - Discovering Joy Again with the
Children’s Program and Tree of Memories.

Join us every week or once in a while.



December 19 - Discovering Love Again.

Advent/Christmas
Sing-a-Longs

The Longest Night Service will take place on Tuesday, December 21 at 6pm as we remember that this
is a season where grief, loneliness, and depression
mingle with the joy of the season.

Join us for two opportunities to
sing favorite Advent and
Christmas hymns. These will take
place on Sundays, December 5 and December
19 at 2pm in the sanctuary for all who are
comfortable with masked congregational
singing.

On Christmas Eve we will worship together. Those
worshipping in person can choose either the 5pm or
7pm service and will be asked to reserve their spot
at their preferred service in order to keep our
crowds even. Please use this link or call the church
office to RSVP for your preferred worship service.
Online worship will be available at 5pm.

Children’s Christmas Program

Tree of Memories

The children will share the message of hope
and joy during morning worship on Sunday,
December 12. Join us for worship as we see
the Christmas story through their eyes.

Ladies’ Night Out
Need a break from the hustle and
bustle of the season? Join the
“church ladies” at 30Hop in Coralville
for dinner on Thursday, December 16 at 5:30pm.

Want to remember someone with an angel
ornament on our Tree of Memories? Angels will
be appearing on the tree beginning December 12.
Ornaments are $10 each with the proceeds going
to support the Coralville Food Pantry’s Capital
Campaign as they build a new facility.
Forms are available at church. Please indicate who
the angel is in honor or memory of. If you are
unable to get to church, call the office and a form
can be filled out for you.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray continued healing for Carol Mertens who had emergency surgery last week. She is home.



We pray safe travel for our This
Officeinformation
Administrator, Peggy,
who will
traveling in the coming week.
protected
forbeprivacy.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

A Regional Racial Justice Conversation
"True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality" follows 30 years of Equal Justice Initiative’s work on behalf of
the poor, the incarcerated, and the condemned. The Regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team would like
to invite you to a viewing and discussion of the documentary “True Justice” on Sunday evening, December 5.
This event will consist of two parts online: a watch event at 5 p.m., followed by a 20 minute break, and
discussion at 7 p.m. You can learn more about the documentary and even watch it prior to the event at eji.org/
projects/true-justice/.
It’s not too late to sign up. To access either or both of the parts of the event please register here.

We Need You...

Mobile Food Pantry Needs
Volunteers
HACAP's Food Reservoir has added its monthly
volunteer sign-up for the Mercer Park Mobile
Food Pantry that will be happening Monday.
December 13 from 12:30 - 2:00pm at the park.
Those interested in helping to pass out food to
families in need can sign-up to volunteer by
clicking this link.

If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on
Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to
serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry
(nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

Regional News
Would you like to know more about what is going on in the broader Disciples church? Our regional church, the
Christian Church in the Upper Midwest, has shifted from having a once a month newsletter to weekly
newsletters with different foci (mission, worship, etc.), one of which will continue to be Disciples Together
(general newsletter). You are welcome to subscribe to any or all using this link.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group,
please contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to connect with others from FCC.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

December 5, 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Hymn - “Blessed Be the God of Israel”
The Story of the Doves
Prayer
Advent Wreath Hymn - “One Candle Is Lit” (vs. 2)
Children’s Moment
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Scripture - Isaiah 40:1-11 (excerpts printed)
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Sermon - Discovering Peace Again
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Comfort, Comfort You, My People”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, November 28: These include: Vern Duba
(Greeter), Bob & Diana DeWitt (Ushers), Jim Lang (musician), Jensen-Fitzpatrick family (Symbols of Advent), Maggie
Keyser (children’s moment), Vern Duba & Jon Feaver (Lighting the Advent Candle), Krista Kronstein and Jaida’Rose
(Scripture Reader), Jon Feaver (Elder), Jim Michel and Laurie Dahms (A/V).
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 PM @
Zoom

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

5

6

7

8

9

Sanctuary/YouTube
Worship 10 AM
Bell Choir 11AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Jill’s PST 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
FCC 12 Noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

12

13

Sanctuary/YouTube
Worship 10 AM
Bell Choir 11AM
Joe Page Recital
2 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Board meeting
6 PM, hybrid

Peggy out of office through December 12th

14

19

20

21

Sanctuary/YouTube
Worship 10 AM
Bell Choir 11AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Youth Christmas
Cookies 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Ministry Planning
Team 5:30 PM @
Zoom

Longest Night
Service 6 PM

26

27

28

Sanctuary/YouTube
Worship 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

15

16

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF 6:30 PM @
church

Women Clergy
10 AM @ Zoom
Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM @ 30Hop
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

22

4
Pie Making 10AM7PM

10

11

17

18

25

23

24

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Christmas Eve
Worship 5 PM &
7 PM

29

30

31

No Bible Study

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30AM - 1:30 PM
No Bible Study

Sat

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

What’s Happening?
Ministries are happening in the building and
online.


Sunday Worship begins each week at
10am in the sanctuary. We also continue
to offer online worship, available on
YouTube at 10am on Sundays.



Small groups have the options to meet
indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom. Groups
will make these decisions according to
their needs and preferences.



Based on CDC guidance, all groups that
meet indoors will be asked to mask
regardless of age and vaccination status.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask.
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