THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of NOVEMBER 4, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
This past Sunday we observed All Saints Day and spent some time remembering those from First Christian and
from other parts of our lives who have made a difference to us. In my life most of the people who have had a great
influence were people of deep faith who both believed in the goodness of the Church and in our calling to live out
our faith in very real ways in this world. They were largely people who believed that being part of a faith
community isn’t about sustaining an organization but about having a community with whom we can learn and grow
and make a difference in this world, a community who will comfort us in sadness and who will challenge us to be
our best selves, a community who will remind us time and time again that our faith isn’t a private possession but
instead is something that sends us out caring for our human family and all of creation.
I was reminded of this as Nancy Richards talked about the model of Sally Smith’s faith, as we lit candles for dear
friends we have said goodbye to during the COVID time, and as my family remembered my grandfather who passed
away Sunday morning. These and many others remind me that faith is not about being comfortable but that it
contains a challenge to go out and to risk ourselves for the good of others.
Not only did we remember the saints in our lives this week, but it is election week as well. The polarization in our
country is worse than many of us have known before. We have been preparing ourselves for an election whose
results won’t be immediately clear. We’ve been living in fear about how we move forward regardless of who wins.
Meanwhile, we continue to see COVID numbers rising nationwide and fear they will worsen as winter sets in.
These, too, are reminders to me of why being part of a community of faith like First Christian is important. The
world needs to know that there is a loving God and needs to see that love in action, in very real ways in our lives.
The world needs messages that remind us of the value of all people. The world needs places where no matter who
you are, you are welcome and valued and safe.
As we go on through the month of November we are going to explore the theme “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving” as we
dream about how to be Church in this community and world in the coming year even as the challenges continue.
We are going to ask questions about how we can build up the community of First Christian even as we remain
physically distanced. We are going to ask each of you to pray about the commitments you will make of your time
as well as your financial resources to help not only sustain, but grow the ministry of First Christian. Be watching
your mailbox for a series of communications including a commitment card and ministry interest form where you can
indicate your commitments for 2021. One of the items you will be receiving is also attached to the email this
newsletter came with - it is a narrative budget...pictures and stories of how your support of FCC makes a difference.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Coming in Worship…
Sunday, November 8: Outdoor Worship will be offered at 10am on the front lawn at church along with Zoom and
YouTube worship. Bring your lawn chair and remember to mask and practice social distancing.
Sunday, November 22: Rev. Josh Patty, our new Regional Minister, will join us for Zoom worship at 10am.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
Nov 4 - Romans 12:9-21
Nov 11 - I Cor. 13:4-8a, 13 & Philippians 2:1-4

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm and
would love to see you there.

FCC Book Club



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th

Have you been thinking about joining the FCC Book
Club? Have you been wondering what books they
will be reading in coming months? Why not join
them on November 19 at 7pm as they choose books
for 2021. Bring a book title you would like to suggest or just come hear what others are suggesting.
They meet via Zoom using this link. All are welcome!

graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: November 18 and December
16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Share Your Voice
Have you received an unexpected gift? Have you
found a surprising gift in scripture? Have you read a
poem or short story that changed the way you looked
at things?
Again this year we are putting together an Advent
Devotional Booklet. We want to invite all who would
like to do so to write something for this booklet. You
can share something someone else has written - just
make sure if you do this, you give proper credit. All
ages are invited to participate.
What should you know?

Join Us for Worship on Nov. 8


Outdoor In-Person Worship will be offered at
10am on the church’s front lawn. Bring chairs,
masks and plan to practice physical distancing.



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using this link.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

*The theme for Advent this year is:
An Unexpected Gift.
*If you plan to submit something, please
Sign Up here or let the church office know.
*All submissions should be 300 words or less.
*Items should be sent (via email or USPS) to
Pastor Jill by November 10.
If you have questions, just ask!
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Religion for Racial Justice Panel
Join the CRC's Religion for Racial Justice on Wed., November 11, 2020, 7:00-8:15 p.m. on Zoom. Featuring five
different local speakers from five religious traditions, the panelists will speak candidly about religion and racism
while offering practical action steps for individual and communal antiracist action. Speakers include:


Shams Ghoneim, Iowa City Mosque and Islamic Center



Rabbi Esther Hugenholtz, Agudas Achim Congregation



Rev. Kimberly Abram-Bryant, Bethel AME



Ellen Marie Lauricella, Milarepa Buddhist Center of Iowa



Rev. Christopher Epting, Episcopal Church

The speaker presentations and dialogue will be followed by a time for audience Q&A. This event is free and open
to the public, but guests must RSVP in advance to receive the Zoom email invitation. RSVP using this Google form.

HACAP Adopt a Family
HACAP has adapted their holiday Adopt a Family program and gone virtual. Donors will
have the opportunity to donate gift cards online to a family in need that will go toward
food, clothing, and basic necessity items. Donors will also have the option to choose their preferred family size
online as well as county of residence. We are not adopting a family as a congregation, but if you would like to
participate individually, please visit this website.

 CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 
One of the most significant statements the early Christians
used was “Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, Savior.”
Because Greek was the
universal language then
(the New Testament
books were written in Greek), Christians often said and
wrote, “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior” in Greek.
That phrase, if printed as an acrostic (using the first letter
of each word), looks like this:
I = Jesus
CH = Christ (anointed)
TH = God
U = Son
S = Savior
The acrostic forms the word ICHTHUS, which is Greek
for fish. If Christians needed to know where to gather for
worship, they could look for a fish and perhaps an arrow
pointing in the right direction. Persecuted Christians, seeing a fish on the door of a home or business, knew it was a
safe place occupied by fellow Christians.

BIBLE QUIZ
In Jesus’ parable about people who hear and live by
God’s words, on what did the wise man build his
house?

A. rock
B. sand
C. grassland
D. soil that was free of rocks

Answer: See Matthew 7:24-27.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

November 8, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for First Christian Church as we seek to continue to be faithful in this challenging time.
 Share the prayers of your heart with God.
Scripture - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide
for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to
display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the people; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as
a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown
in it to spring us, so the Lord God will cause righteous and praise to spring up before all the nations.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Holding Onto Faithfulness
What evidence do you see of God’s faithfulness? What are the situations that challenge your faith? How do you
hold onto faith during difficult times? What do you believe is God’s vision for this world? How can you participate?
Video response - How has FCC helped nurture your faith this year?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
We are invited to be nourished at the table and then sent forth out into the world. As you take communion, use
this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” (vs. 2 & 3)
Benediction

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Stewardship Team @
Zoom 11:15 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
CRC Event: Religion
for Racial Justice @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8

9

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

22

23

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

29
1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

30

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

24

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

No Bible Study

THANKSGIVING
—OFFICE
CLOSED

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

