THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of NOVEMBER 25, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Typically at this time of year it is easy to list our gratitudes. And that remains important even as we name aloud that
this Thanksgiving will be different for many of us. Whether it is a recent death which means there is an empty chair
at the table or the changing of traditions because of pandemic that means many empty chairs, this year’s
Thanksgiving will be a combination of gratitude and grief that most of us don’t regularly experience.
In light of that, I share these words from Joyce Rupp’s poem “Faithful Love.”
There are days when I reflect upon the moments of my history and I taste satisfied fragrance,
like a well-aged bottle of wine.
It is easy then to ponder the beauty of Isaiah’s God: holding me in tender arms, etching my name
on divine palms.
There are other long-spent days when I chew upon my memories, only to taste the dry crumbs
of stale and molded bread.
How difficult then to perceive the steadfast love of God; how empty then is my longing for a
sense of divine embrace.
There are yet other days when I sit at a great distance, looking at the life that is mine; threading
the loom of my past with a deep belief in faithfulness.
It is then that I see how fidelity has little to do with fine feelings, and everything to do with
deep trust, believing the One who holds me in joy will never let go when sorrow steps in.
May you sit with the One who holds you always and may you know you are never let go.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

How Will You Support the Ministry of FCC in 2021?
This is the time of year when we have sent out forms for you to indicate the ways you plan to support and engage
the ministry of First Christian in the coming year. You might wonder why we do this. Here’s what we understand:
these forms serve two purposes. First, they give you a tool to help you be intentional about your participation in
your community of faith. By filling out these forms you reaffirm your desire to be part of the FCC community and
to share what you have for God’s work in this world. Second, they help with our planning. By knowing what
funding to anticipate and what ministries people are excited to serve in, we can more accurately plan for effective
and successful ministry in the coming year. The amount on our commitment cards is an important piece of
information in the budgeting process. The interests for ministry indicated help us shape our ministry together.
If you are planning to support First Christian in 2021 with offerings of time and financial support, we appreciate
you filling out the following forms. If possible, please turn them in no later than December 1.
Click here for the link to the electronic Commitment Card - it will go directly to our Financial Secretary.
Click here for the link to the electronic Ministry Interest Form to indicate ways you would like to serve.

This Week at First Christian Church

NOVEMBER 25, 2020

Advent and Christmas at FCC
Sunday, November 29: First Sunday of Advent (Hope)
Worship together at 10am on Zoom or access worship after 10am on YouTube
Tuesday, December 1: Children’s Advent Story Time
Children age 3 - 5th grade are invited to gather on Zoom at 6:30 PM for a story
Sunday, December 6: Second Sunday of Advent (Peace)
Worship together at 10am on Zoom or access worship after 10am on YouTube
Sunday, December 6: Virtual Alternative Gift Market
Looking for that perfect gift for someone who has everything? Join us on Zoom at 10:45am to
hear

about ten local helping agencies you can support with a gift in honor of someone you love.

Tuesday, December 8: Children’s Advent Story Time
Children age 3 - 5th grade are invited to gather on Zoom at 6:30 PM for a story
Saturday, December 12: Christmas Concert

Join us on Zoom at 2pm to hear the sounds of the season from FCC performers
Sunday, December 13: Third Sunday of Advent (Joy)
Worship together at 10am on Zoom or access worship after 10am on YouTube
Tuesday, December 15: Children’s Advent Story Time
Children age 3 - 5th grade are invited to gather on Zoom at 6:30 PM for a story
Sunday, December 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love)

Worship together at 10am on Zoom or access worship after 10am on YouTube
Sunday, December 20: Children’s Christmas Program
Join us on Zoom at 4pm to hear the children share a Christmas tale with us
Monday, December 21: Longest Night Service (a service acknowledging our grief and lament)
Worship together at 6pm on Zoom or access the service after 6pm on YouTube
Tuesday, December 22: Children’s Advent Story Time
Children age 3 - 5th grade are invited to gather on Zoom at 6:30 PM for a story
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
Nov. 25 - Luke 1:26-33, 46-55
Dec. 2 - Luke 2:8-20



Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!

Reminder: No FCC Connect This Week




To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the provided link.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: December 16.

Hannah Circle on
Zoom
The Hannah Circle will have a Christmas social on
Zoom on Wednesday, December 9 at 1:30pm. Sign
on using the provided link.

BIBLE QUIZ

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
CROWN

After Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were thrown,
bound, into a blazing furnace
for refusing to worship false
gods, how many men did
King Nebuchadnezzar see
walking around in the fire?
A. None — they were all dead
B. Three — unbound and unharmed
C. Four — and the fourth looked like a divine being
D. Too many to count
Answer: See Daniel 3:25.

A crown, of course, symbolizes royal authority. As a
Christian symbol it represents both Christ as King of
kings (Revelation 17:14, for example) and the eternal
life promised to Christ’s followers: “Be faithful unto
death, and I will give you the crown of
life” (Revelation 2:10, ESV).
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1, 2 and 4)
Lighting of Advent Candle
Prayer - Reframing for Hope
Sometimes our prayers get overwhelmed by the laments and griefs of our life. And it is important to share those
with God. It is also good to let God help us see the way that hope and grief, lament and possibility are often joined.
Today in our prayer time we will share a practice of reframing as we are both honest about the pains of this life and
also seek hope and joy in the midst of them.
Children’s Moment - The Prophets Show the Way to Bethlehem
Scripture - Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them
light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the trampling
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Sermon - The Gift of Hope
Advent is a season of hope as we move toward Christmas with the expectation of meeting Jesus again. How are
you embracing hope in this season? How do you find hope when things feel hopeless? How do the message of the
prophets and the life of Jesus help you find hope? How can you be a voice of hope for others?

Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
This is a table of hope. Here we claim a vision of the world we understand God intends - a world where all are
welcome, a world where there not only is enough for everyone but where everyone has access to enough, a world
where there is always room for someone new or someone forgotten to join in. As you take communion, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (vs. 1 and 4)
Benediction
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Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM with Rev.
Josh Patty, Regional
Minister, as special
guest on Zoom

Nominating Comm.
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 PM

THANKSGIVING
—OFFICE
CLOSED
No FCC Connect
or Quaran-Teens
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Sun
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Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

Women’s Clergy @
Zoom 10 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Nov. 29 Nov. 30

2020
DECEMBER

1st Sunday of Advent
No Sunday School
today
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Trustees @ Zoom
6 PM

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Alternative Gift
Market @ Zoom
10:45 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1:30 PM
Nominating Comm
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

17

Children’s Advent
Story Time @ Zoom
6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Board Meeting
@ Zoom 7 PM

Birthdays
4-Alana Seaton
6-Jan Jensen
11-Emily Klein
12-Tom Klein
14-Brooklyn Mohr
17-Emily Greathouse

17-Finn Meadows
19-Beth Pelton
21-Kristin
Greathouse
23-Felix RectorMyers
27-Ruth Potter

11

12
Christmas Concert @
Zoom 2 PM

18

19

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

