THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of November 24, 2021
Dear Friends,

A Note from Our Pastor

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving. It is a common practice in many households for those at the dinner table to name
things they are grateful for. So, I’m curious...what about you? For what do you find yourself grateful these days?
Between the holiday and my grandma’s death on Monday I find myself reflecting on my own gratitude. And as
you can imagine, right now that has a lot to do with my grandparents.
I am grateful for grandparents. I know how fortunate I am to have had four grandparents who all lived into their
90’s and who are part of so many of my memories throughout my life. I had four living grandparents until I was
in my 30’s, still had two until just this last year. My own children have many dear memories of those two (their
great-grandparents). So, I am grateful for my grandparents and for my family’s longevity, as well.
I am grateful that I have always known what it is to be loved. For me this came most closely from my parents,
but was clearly rooted in their parents, my grandparents. When I said, “I love you,” to my Grandma Eldridge (the
one who just passed away), she would look me in the eye and say very clearly, “And you know I love you.” I can
still hear her voice in my head and am grateful that love wasn’t just a word for any of my grandparents, but was
lived out in action and time and conversation.
I am grateful for grandparents who were willing to talk about anything and even have hard conversations. They
modeled the importance of talking about things like money and death. They had significant conversations with
their grandchildren about choices and responsibility, about living faithfully and with integrity.
The list could continue and it will...after all, there is much for which I find myself grateful.
Hope to see you Sunday as Advent begins!
Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)

The next FCC serving date at Free Lunch is Wednesday, December 22. There will be a
small change in the sign-up procedure for the entrée. In an effort to minimize use of
disposable items, we have purchased reusable 9 x 13 pans for casseroles. Those pans
will be available for pickup after church services this Sunday, November 28, along
with the recipe for the coming Free Lunch casserole. Those planning to donate a
casserole should pick up a pan with the included recipe, and note on the sign-up sheet
that they will be making a casserole. Bring the completed casserole to church on or before the designated
date. The pans will be washed and returned to the church by those serving on the Free Lunch committee.
For all other menu items, watch for the SignUpGenius in next week’s newsletter. All items can be purchased or
made at any time and returned to church to be stored in the freezer until our serving date. The menu for the
December 22 meal includes: Jambalaya Rice Casserole with Kielbasa, Mixed vegetables, Fruit Salad, Bread,
Granola Bar, Cookies, Juice or Milk and Coffee. The committee and the guests at Free Lunch truly appreciate
your generosity.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.

Advent and Christmas
at First Christian

We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
November 24 - No Bible study today
December 1 - Isaiah 12:2-6

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
And remember...it’s Thursday, November 25, no
meeting tonight
Happy Thanksgiving!

Pick Up Your Advent
Devotional Booklet
on Sunday
If you won’t be present at church for worship, but
would like a copy, you can stop by the church or
request that one be mailed to you. Send requests
to Peggy or call the church office.

Alternative Gift Market
We will receive Alternative Gift Market
donations through December 15. Please make
sure your form and donation are in the church
office by that date.
Gift cards and information sheets about the
various organizations will remain available in
the narthex at church for you to pick up if the
donations you are giving are gifts for others.

Please join us as we celebrate the season and
Discover Advent Again.
Sunday Worship Services at 10am in the sanctuary
and online:


November 28 - Discovering Hope Again with
Hanging of the Greens liturgy and lighting of the
candle of hope.



December 5 - Discovering Peace Again with
hanging peace doves and lighting of the candle
of peace.



December 12 - Discovering Joy Again with the
Children’s Christmas Program and lighting of the
candle of joy.



December 19 - Discovering Love Again with the
Tree of Memories and lighting of the candle of
love.

Advent/Christmas Sing-a-Longs will take place on
Sunday, December 5 and December 19 at 2pm in
the sanctuary. If you are comfortable with masked
congregational singing, join us for the singing of
favorite Advent and Christmas hymns.
The Longest Night Service will take place on Tuesday, December 21 at 6pm as we remember that this
is a season where grief, loneliness, and depression
mingle with the more celebrated joy of the season.
On Christmas Eve we will worship together. Those
worshipping in person can choose either the 5pm or
7pm service and will be asked to reserve their spot
at their preferred service in order to keep our
crowds even. We will share communion,
candlelight, and scripture & songs of the season.
Online worship will be available at 5pm.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Tanvi Vibhakar who has been diagnosed with COVID-19.



We pray for comfort for Pastor Jill and family upon the death of her grandma who passed away on Monday.



We pray for Kate Summers and her family upon the death of her grandmother who passed away Sunday.



We pray for Morgan Estabrook upon the death of her friend, Javon Stovall, who passed away Friday.



We pray for Ava Clark’s friend Allie’s grandpa who is hospitalized.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Information covered for privacy

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Welcome, New Members!
We are excited to welcome new members, Arnie and Marian Hart. Arnie and Marian come to us from First
Church United in West Liberty from where Marian retired as pastor last year.
Please update your directories with their information: 1475 Penn Ave. Rd., Atalissa, IA 52720. Marian: 563-299
-4678, marianhart54@gmail.com.

Celebrating 40 years of Ecumenical Towers
Did you know that First Christian Church, under Rev. Bob Welsh’s leadership, was instrumental in the building of
Ecumenical Towers, an 11-story, 81-apartment affordable housing complex for seniors located in downtown
Iowa City at 320 E. Washington St?
Did you know that First Christian and eleven other local congregations worked on this project and continue to
make up the board of directors which, along with a management company and great staff, helps to oversee the
building and keep it faithful to its mission?
Did you know that it was 40 years ago this month when the first resident moved in to Ecumenical Towers?
Did you know that the community room at Ecumenical Towers is named after our own Bob Welsh?
Due to COVID there is no in person celebration at this time, but the ET Board is hoping to be able to have a
celebration and open house in the spring.

A Regional Racial Justice Conversation
"True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality" follows 30 years of Equal Justice Initiative’s work on behalf of
the poor, the incarcerated, and the condemned. The Regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team would like
to invite you to a viewing and discussion of the documentary “True Justice” on Sunday evening, December 5.
This event will consist of two parts online: a watch event at 5 p.m., followed by a 20 minute break, and
discussion at 7 p.m. You can learn more about the documentary and even watch it prior to the event at eji.org/
projects/true-justice/.
To access either or both of the parts of the event please register here.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

November 28, 2021 - First Sunday of Advent
Greeting
Hymn - “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Hanging of the Greens
Prayer
Advent Wreath Hymn - “One Candle Is Lit” (vs. 1)
Children’s Moment
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Scripture - Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house
of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Sermon - Discovering Hope Again
What makes hope feel elusive? Where do you find hope? How do you root your life in hope?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.

Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, November 21: These include: Rob King and
Julianna Freeman (Greeters), Mark & Beth Smith (Ushers), Spencer (acolyte), Carol Mertens and Tanvi Vibhakar
(musicians), Malinda Thomas (children’s moment), Sabra Fleck (Scripture Reader), Karen Dawson (Elder), Laurie
Dahms and Teegan Michel (A/V).

NOVEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

7
14
21

1
8
15
22

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Office Closed

Office Closed

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Pie making 12 noon
Regional AntiRacism
Team Open House
on Immigration @
Zoom 7 PM

No Bible Study

No FCC Connect

Pastor Jill out of town

28

29

30

First Sunday of
Advent
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Executive Team
4:30PM
Ministry Planning
Team @ Zoom 6 PM

Nominating
Committtee @ Zoom
10:30 AM
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

DECEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

5

6

7

8

9

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Advent/Christmas
Sing-Along 2 PM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Jill’s PST 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
FCC 12 Noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

Peggy out of office through December 12th

Pie Making 10AM7PM

10

11

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

What’s Happening?
Ministries are happening in the building and
online.


Sunday Worship begins each week at
10am in the sanctuary. We also continue
to offer online worship, available on
YouTube at 10am on Sundays.



Small groups have the options to meet
indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom. Groups
will make these decisions according to
their needs and preferences.



Based on CDC guidance, all groups that
meet indoors will be asked to mask
regardless of age and vaccination status.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask.

