THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of NOVEMBER 18, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
First, let me say thank you to all who have sent in their commitment cards and ministry interest forms indicating the
ways you will engage FCC’s ministry in 2021. I have discovered in the past that many people don’t understand that
the church truly is ours together. While the daycare does some cost sharing, that is a small part (less than 10%) of
our funding. The budget is met because of your generosity. While we have staff people who work hard, we could
not do this ministry alone—we need your leadership and participation to make things happen. If you are reading
this and realizing that you have not yet sent in your commitment card or ministry interest form, you can still do this
(the links are below or you can send in the paper copies that were mailed to you). Those that were in by yesterday
will be included in the basket for the blessing in Sunday’s worship, but all gifts are blessed and even if you missed
that deadline, it is still important that we get your commitment card soon as our 2021 is built on these.
Also, while I’m always glad to share worship with you, there are two specific things I am excited about in this
coming Sunday’s service. The first is that we put together a brief slide show with pictures from the ministry we
have shared in 2020. When we first talked about doing this I didn’t think it was possible - after all we have been
virtual since mid-March. But, as we pulled together pictures, I was amazed at how much we have done together this
year even though it has been different. So, yes, while there are a few pictures from the early months of the year, the
rest show faces on a screen in a Zoom gathering...worship and VBS materials bagged and ready to be
distributed...people in person, masked and distanced. But what they show is that we have continued to be the church
and we will continue to be the church even when life throws us a curve ball! That is worth celebrating.
The other thing I am excited about is that Rev. Josh Patty will be worshipping with us on Zoom this coming Sunday.
He is our new Regional Minister and this is a great opportunity for us to get to know him and also to let him get to
know who we at First Christian Church, Coralville/Iowa City are. I hope you’ll sign in for the conversation!
Be well,

FCC Christmas
Concert 2020
Come join us for a musical
Zoom Christmas Concert!
The concert will take place on Saturday, December
12 at 2pm. FCC musicians and friends will celebrate
the season with Christmas, holiday and seasonal
music.
If you are interested in sharing a song or two, please
respond to Laura at icdisciple.music@gmail.com. All
ages and abilities are welcome to participate in this
church family celebration .

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

How Will You Support the
Ministry of FCC in 2021?
If you are planning to support First Christian in
2021 with offerings of time and financial support, we
appreciate you filling out the following forms. Your
indications of your support help the leadership plan
for the coming year.
Click here for the link to the electronic
Commitment Card - it will go directly to our
Financial Secretary.
Click here for the link to the electronic Ministry
Interest Form to indicate ways you would like to
serve.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
Nov 18 - Isaiah 9:2-7
Nov 25 - Luke 1:26-33, 46-55

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm . All
are welcome.

FCC Book Club



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am

Have you been thinking about joining the FCC Book
Club? Have you been wondering what books they
will be reading in coming months? Why not join
them on November 19 at 7pm as they choose books
for 2021. Bring a book title you would like to suggest or just come hear what others are suggesting.
They meet via Zoom.
All are welcome!

on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: November 18 and December
16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday




To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am, worship together and then enjoy
conversation after worship.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

On November 22 we are excited to have Rev. Josh
Patty, our new Regional Minister, join us for worship
on Zoom. Hope you’ll be there!

Advent at FCC
Believe it or not, Advent is just around the corner.
Be watching your mailboxes for Advent packets
which will be sent to out via USPS on Friday, Nov.
20. These packets will contain the following:
Advent Devotional Booklet; Supplies for prayer
practices which will be used in worship each Sunday
of Advent; Schedule of Advent worship and
activities; Tree of Memories order forms for you to
purchase angel ornaments in memory of loved ones;
Information about the Alternative Gift Market which
will take place virtually on Sunday, Dec. 6...and
more...
In addition to regular Sunday worship we will share a
Children’s Christmas program, a Longest Night Service, and Christmas Eve worship.
Even though this season will be virtual, we are
committed to make it meaningful.
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You Are Invited to Support the
Disciples’ Thanksgiving Offering
for Higher Education & Leadership
Each year at Thanksgiving time we are invited to
support the colleges, universities, seminaries and
divinity houses connected with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). This offering also supports the
development of leadership skills among young
people. We are a congregation who has many among
us who have connections and who have received
education from our institutions. In appreciation of
these, let’s share generously. Note on “Thanksgiving
offering” on check or at the donate button.

 CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 
St. Andrew's Cross
This cross is a symbol of
humility and suffering. It
first came into use
during the Middle Ages.
According to tradition,
St. Andrew was crucified
while preaching in
Greece. He felt unworthy to be crucified in the
same way as Jesus, so he begged that his cross be
made differently.
St. Andrew’s cross is the national cross of Scotland.
It’s also called Cross Saltire.
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Project Holiday is CommUnity Food Bank’s annual
holiday meal distribution. $25 will provide a
complete meal to a family. If you would like to
support this project visit CommUnity’s website or
mail your donation marked “Project Holiday” to
CommUnity Crisis Services 1121 S. Gilbert Ct.,
Iowa City, IA 52240-4528. Donations are accepted
through Dec. 31, 2020.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

November 22, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “The Gift of Love”

Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray a prayer of gratitude thanking God for the good gifts in your life.
 Pray for those who are living in the aftermath or anticipation of natural disasters.
 Share the prayers of your heart with God.
Scripture - I Corinthians 13:4-8a, 13 and Philippians 2:1-4
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. (I Corinthians)
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion
and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each
of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians)
Children’s Moment
Video - In this last year how has First Christian helped you feel LOVED?
Sermon - Holding on to Love
How would you define love? Who do you find it easy to share love with? Who do you find it difficult to share love
with? Does it help to remember that love is a choice and an action, not a feeling? How is our congregation called
to share the message of God’s love in the coming year?
Blessing of Commitments for 2021

Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The table is a place of love. We say again and again that all are welcome here. We are all welcome because this is
God’s table and because we have been loved, we also share love with others. As you take communion, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “For the Fruit of All Creation”
Benediction

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Stewardship Team @
Zoom 11:15 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
CRC Event: Religion
for Racial Justice @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8

9

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

22

23

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM with Rev.
Josh Patty, Regional
Minister, as special
guest on Zoom

Nominating Comm.
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
No Sunday School
today
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Trustees @ Zoom
6 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

24

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

No Bible Study

THANKSGIVING
—OFFICE
CLOSED

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

