THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of NOVEMBER 11, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
First, let me say thank you for all the prayers and words of support upon my grandpa’s death. While we are never
ready to say goodbye to those we love, having a community around us makes the journey more manageable. I am
grateful that whether in joy or grief, you all are part of my community. Thank you.
You have been receiving letters and hearing about our stewardship emphasis, “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving.” I hope
you are taking time to really read and listen, time to prayerfully consider what your commitment to the ministry we
share will be in 2021. After all, while there are a few of us on staff, it takes all of us to continue the mission of First
Christian. And I believe the world needs the message that we proclaim.
So, how does our work continue? It continues through the financial gifts as well as time and talent that you share.
It continues as we gather week after week for worship, study, and fellowship. It continues as we allow ourselves to
be empowered by what we hear and do together in ways that cause us to make a difference in the world.
As we talk about stewardship one of the focuses is on financial support. After all, the ministry we share does cost
money. Meanwhile, I am grateful to those who taught me from a young age that the money I give to the church
isn’t just about keeping the lights on, paying the staff, or having supplies for Sunday school. The money we give is
really about our relationship with God. It is a way of saying, “Thank you” for all that God has done and continues
to do, and a way of committing to be part of that work. It is also a way of saying that we know that everything we
have is really God’s, that no matter how hard we work or how much we deserve our paycheck, everything in our
lives is really a gift that first belongs to God.
There are three statements I have heard over the years in church that I often carry with me.


There was a gentleman at a congregation I served who often said, “There is enough money for this ministry—
the only catch is that it is in your wallets!”



I also learned to understand that a budget is a theological document - it speaks about our beliefs and our understanding of God. It reflects what really matters to us. I remember this as I look at how my giving to church and
other helping agencies compares to the money I spend on things I “just have to have” but don’t really need.



When speaking of the idea of tithing (giving 10%), I have heard many say that we often focus on how difficult it
is to give up 10% rather than remembering that we get to keep 90%!

Friends, the ministry of First Christian really is the responsibility of all of us. That is why each year we invite you
to indicate your intentions for how you will support that ministry with your time, talents and financial resources. By
now you have likely received the letter than contains your commitment card as well as a sheet upon which to
indicate ways you will serve in 2021. You can fill these out and mail them back or drop them by the church (we
would appreciate receiving them by November 17). There are also electronic links where you can fill these out and
submit them that way.
Click here for the link to the electronic Commitment Card - it will go directly to our Financial Secretary.
Click here for the link to the electronic Ministry Interest Form to indicate ways you would like to serve.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon on
Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
Nov 11 - I Cor. 13:4-8a, 13 & Philippians 2:1-4
Nov 18 - Isaiah 9:2-7

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Come join us!

FCC at Free Lunch Survey
Click here to participate in this survey indicating the
ways you can help with this ministry.


QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday

FCC Book Club
Have you been thinking about joining the FCC Book
Club? Have you been wondering what books they
will be reading in coming months? Why not join
them on November 19 at 7pm as they choose books
for 2021. Bring a book title you would like to suggest or just come hear what others are suggesting.
They meet via Zoom. All are welcome!

nights from 6-7pm: November 18 and December
16.
Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

On November 22 we are excited to have Rev. Josh
Patty, our new Regional Minister, join us for worship
on Zoom. Hope you’ll be there!

Advent at FCC
Believe it or not, Advent is just around the corner.
Be watching your mailboxes for Advent packets
which will be sent to out via USPS on Friday, Nov.
20. These packets will contain the following:

Advent Devotional Booklet; Supplies for prayer
practices which will be used in worship each Sunday
of Advent; Schedule of Advent worship and
activities; Tree of Memories order forms for you to
purchase angel ornaments in memory of loved ones;
Information about the Alternative Gift Market which
will take place virtually on Sunday, Dec. 6...and
more...
Even though this season will be virtual, we are
committed to make it meaningful.
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First Christian’s Lost and Found
A few items are living at the church and you might be missing them:


A Harper Collins Study Bible in a carrying case



Several coats and jackets that might come in handy this fall/winter

If these belong to you or you want to inquire to see if your coat/jacket is here, contact the church office. If we
have your items, we will arrange pick up or delivery.

CommUnity Crisis Services and Food Bank is excited to announce the opening of the Food Bank’s second location
at 1045 Highway 6 East in Iowa City’s Pepperwood Plaza. This new space will allow client-choice shopping while
adhering to COVID-19 social distancing practices. A "client-choice" Food Bank enables clients to choose their own
food like they would at a grocery store, rather than having bags of food pre-packaged by pantry volunteers. When
clients can choose their own food, it reduces waste. The new 11,000 square foot location will provide a variety of
food items such as dry goods, canned foods, cooler and freezer items for people to choose from.
Hours of operation: Monday: 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday: 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.; Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. –
4:30 p.m.; Thursday: 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; Friday: 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.; Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
If you feel safe volunteering, there are many opportunities to serve at this new site. Follow this link to the
Volunteer Sign Up.

BIBLE QUIZ
In the parable of the Good
Samaritan, what was the
significance of the one who
helped, being a Samaritan?

A. Samaritans no longer existed
B. The Samaritans were thieves
C. The Samaritans were a class above even the
priests
D. The Jews hated the Samaritans, and would have
no business with them
Answer: see John 4:9

THE SIMPLEST PRAYER
An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles
reportedly loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened
to 10 hours of the TV show daily until he’d heard
them all. One night, when Joybubbles was in a
kind of awake dream state, he said Mr. Rogers
visited him and offered to teach him how to pray.
Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray
because he always forgot the words. To which
Mr. Rogers said not to worry; the prayer he’d
teach had only three words. “What kind of
prayer has only three words?” Joybubbles asked.
“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied.
—adapted from The Wired Word
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

November 15, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “All My Hope on God is Founded”
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for those who are struggling as they try to re-envision holidays without their usual gatherings & traditions.
 Pray for those in school districts that are shifting learning models due to COVID-19.
 Share the prayers of your heart with God.
Scripture - Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Children’s Moment
Video - In this last year how has First Christian helped you find HOPE?
Sermon - Holding Onto Hope
What gives you hope? How do you help create hope for others? What can you do to help move our world more
closely to match God’s vision?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The table is a place of hope. Here as we claim that there is room for everyone, we cast a vision for what the world
looks like when God’s love is fully lived into. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again
to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Benediction

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Stewardship Team @
Zoom 11:15 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
CRC Event: Religion
for Racial Justice @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8

9

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15

16

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

22

23

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM with Rev.
Josh Patty, Regional
Minister, as special
guest on Zoom

Nominating Comm.
@ Zoom 6:30 PM

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Trustees @ Zoom
6 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

24

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

No Bible Study

THANKSGIVING
—OFFICE
CLOSED

Anniversary!
26-Vickie Korroch &
Elaine Donnoe

BIRTHDAYS:
2-Rachel Bogs
6-Gabe Baird
6-Jan Christensen
7-David Rodgers
9-Roger Child
10-Erika Riggs
10-Jim Lang
11-Vern Duba

13-Steve Clark
17-Pamela Joab
18-Janet Moore
18-Lindsey
Schluckebier
18-Cameron Michel
20-Dale Kepler
24-Beth Wheeler
28-Sara Riggs

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

