THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of November 10, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Sunday is our Alternative Gift Market. You might remember this event from the past two years, and as you might
imagine (due to COVID) it has taken a different format each year. This year is no exception and I am excited
about the format it will take on Sunday!
Before I get to that, let me remind you what an Alternative Gift Market is. This experience gives us a chance to
learn more about helping agencies in our community who are doing important work as they respond to the
needs of our neighbors. It also gives us a chance to support their work. Most directly through this event we will
do that with financial donations, but it also may be that Sunday gives you the opportunity to discover an
organization that you would like to volunteer with.
So, why is it called an “Alternative Gift Market”? Because we hope that it also helps you embrace “alternative”
ways to think about giving. Not only are you invited to give to these community agencies, but you are invited to
let your gifts be gifts for others. If you exchange Christmas gifts with friends and family who really already have
everything they need (and more!), then why not choose this year to make a donation in their honor? We will
have gift cards available for you to pick up Sunday through which you can let them know about the gift that was
given for them.

That is part of our why we shifted this event to before Thanksgiving, too. After all, once we get near Thanksgiving
the Black Friday and Cyber Monday ads begin to suck us in and work to convince us that we have to buy more
stuff! So, before the commercial craziness begins, we want to take the opportunity to focus on meaningful
giving...giving we hope isn’t always identified as “alternative.”
So, Sunday in worship we will have nine guests with us live and two more on video. They will share information
about the work of their agencies and invite you to envision yourself as a partner in that work. We will have
donation forms (like the one attached to the email you are receiving this newsletter in) and envelopes for you.
So, if you are a person who makes decisions on the spot, bring your checkbook (you will just make one check to
First Christian - you will designate how to divide it on the donation form) or some extra cash along so you can
make the donations you want to make. Then remember to pick up gift cards for anyone in whose honor you are
donating.
And, if you need to ruminate on your decision a little longer, take your donation form home with you. We’d just
ask that you return them by December 15 so we can pass these donations along to the various agencies before
the end of the year. And we will still be happy to provide you with whatever gift cards you need - there is a place
on the donation form to indicate this.
Most importantly, by doing this event as part of worship we are invited to remember that our faith isn’t
something we do in the sanctuary on Sunday, but an invitation to live in ways that make a difference in the
world. Hope to see you Sunday!

Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
November 10 - Psalm 100
November 17 - Jeremiah 33:14-16

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
This gathering is open to anyone who wants to
connect with others.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Hannah Circle will meet next
on Monday, November 15.
The group will be preparing
Christmas cards at this
meeting which will be held at
church at 1pm. Those who want to participate
from home can continue to do so using the Zoom
link or phone number.

All 3rd—5th graders are
invited to join together for
fun, fellowship and
learning on Wednesday,
November 17 at 6:30pm.
Remember, this meeting is online and the link
will be sent to you.
JYF (Junior Youth Fellowship) meets twice a
month on Wednesday evenings. The first
Wednesday of the month in person and the third
Wednesday online.

The next Ladies Night Out will be
Thursday, November 18 at 5:30pm.
Any ladies who want to visit with old
friends and make new friends can
join us at Reunion Brewery in
Coralville. Share a good meal before heading off to
Book Club or stay and visit for a while.

Have you read a book lately that
you’d like to discuss with others?
November is the FCC Book Club’s
“choosing" meeting. Send your
suggestions for 1 or 2 books to Nancy McKinstry at
nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com by November
11. Please include the title, author and a brief
description.
We’ll choose the coming year’s books on Zoom at 7
on November 18.

Who Is Your Neighbor?
Join the Upper Midwest AR/PR Action Team on
Sunday, November 21, 7 - 8:30pm for a discussion
on "Who Is Your Neighbor?"
We will be joined by Rev. Dr. Stanley-Rea, Director,
Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries and
Sara Zejnic with the Refugee Resettlement Program
of the Catherine McAuley Center in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. They will share information and then we will
have the opportunity to ask questions.
We encourage you to join us for this important and
timely discussion. Join us as we discuss "Who Is Our
Neighbor?" and the ways that we can welcome our
new neighbors.
Please use this zoom link to register. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Bev Mead who had a brief hospitalization this past week.



We continue to pray for Lora Morgan Dunham who had a successful surgery and is recovering at home.



We pray for James Estabrook’s stepdad, Galen, who has been diagnosed with leukemia.



We pray for Brian Fleck’s cousin, Suzzie, and her husband, Vic, who are both facing health concerns.

 We pray for Ellise Tweed and her family upon the death of her father, Charles. We also pray for a good
boxbecovered
to protect
privacy.
transition for Ellise and her momThis
who will
moving closer
to her sister
at the end of the month.
 We also pray for a smooth transition for Bob and Eunice Welsh as they prepare to move to Grand Living at
Bridgewater next week.
 We pray for Karen and Maggy Haslett-Tomova and family as they prepare to move over Thanksgiving to
Florida where Maggy has taken a job as the Dean of the College of Sciences at University of Central Florida.


We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.
Each year, Shelter House participates in National Hunger & Homelessness
Awareness Week (NHHAW) to raise awareness and to encourage others to take
action on behalf of our neighbors who are facing housing and food insecurity.
Their 2021 daily events and activities are highlighted below, with more
information at shelterhouseiowa.org/nhhaw/. You are invited to join Shelter for
some of the events of National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week.
Nov. 15 – Soup Luncheon & Sock Drive: Enjoy homemade soups, breads, and desserts from
11am-1pm at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (123 E Market Street, Iowa City). They will be accepting freewill donations and new socks for our winter emergency shelter.
Nov. 16 – Film Screening: Sidewalk Stories: This heartfelt black and white silent film is presented in partnership with FilmScene with cookies courtesy of Cookies & Dreams. Join them on Tuesday,
November 16 at 6:30pm. Please note: to ensure safety, covid protocols will be in place. For more
information and to purchase tickets, visit icfilmscene.org/. See you at the movies!
Nov. 17 – Foodies Fighting Homelessness: Purchase tickets for your whole family, or a few
friends, and enjoy a night of full bellies and great conversation together, wherever & however you feel
most comfortable - via in-person dining or to-go orders from the participating restaurant of your choosing. Meal tickets include a 3-course meal with one wine or beer pairing. Learn more about this year’s
event and purchase tickets at shelterhouseiowa.org/foodies/.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

November 14, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 6:1-13
A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he
looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six
months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among
so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so
they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.
Sermon - Alternative Gift Market
We see Jesus time and time again respond to the physical needs of people. In this scripture he feeds them. How
can you respond to the needs of people in our community and world? What commitments will you make to help
ensure others are cared for?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion

As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Where Is Bread?”
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, November 7. These include: Carl & Shannon
Esmann (Greeters), John & Carla Melby-Oetken (Ushers), Melody (acolyte), Morgan Estabrook (vocalist), Sally Strah
(Scripture Reader), Melea White (Elder), David Klein and Cameron Michel (A/V).

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

All Saints’ Day
COVID Taskforce @
Zoom 5:30 PM

Personnel Team
9 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 @ Church

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Day Light Saving
Time Ends
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Coralville Pride Fest
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Nominating
Committtee @ Zoom
12 Noon

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

14

15

19

20

Alternative Gift
Market
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle
1 PM (Hybrid @
church & Zoom)
Ministry Planning
Team @ church
5:30 PM

25

26

27

Office Closed

Office Closed

Pastor Kara on vacation—out of office Nov. 8-21

16

17

18

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club 7 PM

Pastor Kara on vacation—out of office Nov. 8-21

21

22

23

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Pie making 12 noon
Regional AntiRacism
Team Open House
on Immigration @
Zoom 7 PM

28
First Sunday of
Advent
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

24
No Bible Study

Pastor Jill out of town

29

30
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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What’s Happening?
Ministries are happening in the building and
online.


Sunday Worship begins each week at
10am in the sanctuary. We also continue
to offer online worship, available on
YouTube at 10am on Sundays.



Small groups have the options to meet
indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom. Groups
will make these decisions according to
their needs and preferences.



Based on CDC guidance, all groups that
meet indoors will be asked to mask
regardless of age and vaccination status.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask.

