THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of November 3, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Thank you for commitments for the ministry we will share in 2022. The impact we have is because each of us
understands this as a shared ministry—your engagement matters! So, we are grateful for each financial
commitment card and yellow ministry interest form that was turned in as a way of saying that you are committed
to the ministry we share and ready to engage it actively. Thank you!
This Sunday in worship we will continue to dream about the work to which God is calling us. We will hear from a
number of FCC friends about the church they are dreaming of and we will be reflecting on the responses you
have offered the last four weeks in worship. I hope you’ll worship with us so you can be part of this.
Speaking of worship, I want to alert you to two changes that are coming:
•

We recognize that it is often harder to understand the words to songs when vocalists are masked. So,
beginning Sunday you will see the words to the songs on the screens. Please remember, due to safety
concerns (especially for the younger among us) we are not yet doing congregational singing, so we ask you to
practice self-control. But we also know that even listening to music is a spiritual experience and Laura does a
very intentional job of choosing our song lyrics, so we want you to be able to fully receive the gift of music.

•

We have known for a while that there is no perfect seating plan when it comes to keeping distanced (and
ours was no exception). With a full sanctuary on Sunday we were reminded of this again. So, beginning this
Sunday, we are going to open the east/left section of the sanctuary for people to sit in every pew. If you
prefer every other pew, please use the center and west/right sections. And even if you sit in the “open”
section, please continue to check in with your pew neighbors to see how much closeness/distancing they are
comfortable with. And remember, ushers can also assist you in finding a seat.

Hope to see you Sunday!

Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)

Discovering Advent Again
Again this year we are putting together an Advent
Devotional Booklet with writings and art from friends of
First Christian.
You are invited to share a story, reflection, poem, or
drawing that connects with our Advent theme:
Discovering Advent Again. You don’t have to be an expert writer to contribute - everyone has a story to
share.
Contributions should be shared with Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by November 10.
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Mark Your Calendars
We Need You...
As we have transitioned back to on-site worship, it
has become a delightful need to enlist the help of
more than just our three pastors to assume some
leadership prior to and during worship. We want to
thank those who have already served in these roles.
We want to encourage you to use the links below to
find a role and date to sign-up so we know we can
count on your contribution to our corporate
worship. Descriptions of each role are in the Sign Up
Genius links - just ask if you have questions. Thank
you in advance for all you do.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher

Alternative Gift Market 2021
Our Alternative Gift Market will happen in worship
on the morning of November 14. We will have
representatives of approximately ten area agencies
with us who will highlight the work they are doing
as we remember that responding to the needs of
people is part of our faith calling.
You will have the opportunity to make donations to
any of the organizations whose work you find
meaningful and to connect with some of their
leaders. We also encourage donations to be made
as gifts to family and friends and will have gift cards
available for you.

Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry
(nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:

Hannah Circle will meet next
on Monday, November 15.
The group will be preparing
Christmas cards at this
meeting which will be held at
church at 1pm. Those who want to participate
from home can continue to do so using the Zoom
link or phone number.

November 3 - John 6:1-13
November 10 - Psalm 100

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm (Meeting ID: 843 1879 9375; Password:
289211).
This gathering is open to anyone who wants to
connect with others. Join us every week or once
in a while.

Have you read a book lately that
you’d like to discuss with
others?

November is the FCC Book Club’s
“choosing" meeting. Send your suggestions for 1
or 2 books to nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com by
November 11. Please include the title, author and
a brief description.
We’ll choose the coming year’s books on Zoom at
7 on November 18.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group,
please contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to connect with others from FCC.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
• We pray for a good outcome for Lora Morgan Dunham who will have surgery tomorrow to remove a
cancerous growth from her eyelid.
•

We pray continued healing for Rob King who is home following elbow surgery which he had on Monday.

•

We pray continued healing for Janet Moore who is home following a recent hospitalization.

•

We pray continued healing for Diane Hertel who is home healing from knee surgery which she had last week.

•

We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Welcome New Member…
We were excited to welcome another household into membership at First Christian on Sunday. Please take a
minute to officially welcome Pam Ries and check to make sure you have added her information to your directory:
3108 Lyle Dr. NE, Iowa City, IA 52240-9505
641-919-6694, pamela.sue.ries@gmail.com

True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s
Fight for Equality

Houses Into Homes

Film Screening and Discussion
Our Regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team
is inviting you to join them for a film screening and
discussion around the new documentary about
Bryan Stevenson’s (author of Just Mercy) work.
This event will take place online December 5.
Those who want can view the film together at 5pm
that evening. Discussion will follow on Zoom at
7pm. If you have already seen the documentary of
would prefer to watch it on your own, you can still
join the conversation. Watch for registration.
This film follows Stevenson’s struggle to create
greater fairness in the system and shows how racial
injustice emerged, evolved and continues to
threaten the country, challenging viewers to
confront it.

For more information about what donations
they accept as well as to help them plan for
your drop off, fill out this DROP OFF
REQUEST FORM before you take donations.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

November 7, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - “Restless Weaver”
Prayer

Scripture - Luke 4:14-21
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the
surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Children’s Moment
Sermon - “I Dream of a Church...”
What dreams do you understand God has for our church? How can you participate in making them a reality?
“I Dream of a Church…” Video
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Will You Come and Follow Me?”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, October 31. These include: Julianna
Freeman and Nancy McKinstry (Greeters), Bob & Diane Dewitt (Ushers), Pam Ries (Scripture Reader), Steve
Dunham (Elder), Jim Michel and Cameron Michel (A/V), Maggie Keyser (All Saints observance).

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

All Saints’ Day
COVID Taskforce @
Zoom 5:30 PM

Personnel Team
9 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Day Light Saving
Time Ends
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Coralville Pride Fest
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

14

15

19

20

Alternative Gift
Market
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle
1 PM (Hybrid @
church & Zoom)
Ministry Planning
Team @ church
5:30 PM

25

26

27

Office Closed

Office Closed

Pastor Kara on vacation—out of office Nov. 8-21

16

17

18

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club 7 PM

Pastor Kara on vacation—out of office Nov. 8-21

21

22

23

Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Pie making 12 noon
Regional AntiRacism
Team Open House
on Immigration @
Zoom 7 PM

28
First Sunday of
Advent
Sanctuary Worship
10 AM
Worship @ YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

24
No Bible Study

Pastor Jill out of town

29

30
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
Vickie Korroch &
Elaine Donnoe
-26

BIRTHDAYS:

2-Rachel Bogs
6-Gabe Baird
6-Jan Christensen
7-David Rodgers
9-Roger Child
10-Erika Riggs
10-Jim Lang
11-Vern Duba

13-Steve Clark
15-Carol Alber
18-Janet Moore
18-Lindsey
Schluckebier
18-Cameron Michel
20-Dale Kepler
24-Beth Wheeler
28-Sara Riggs

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

What’s Happening?
Ministries are happening in the building and
online.
•

Sunday Worship begins each week at
10am in the sanctuary. We also continue
to offer online worship, available on
YouTube at 10am on Sundays.

•

Small groups have the options to meet
indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom. Groups
will make these decisions according to
their needs and preferences.

•

Based on CDC guidance, all groups that
meet indoors will be asked to mask
regardless of age and vaccination status.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask.

Don’t
Forget!

It’s time to “fall back” so don’t forget to change
the time on your clocks (at least those require
being changed manually!) before you go to bed
Saturday night.
Thankfully if you forget, it only means we’ll see
you earlier on Sunday morning!

