THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of OCTOBER 7, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
There is a traditional tale that reads this way, “Rabbi Levi saw a man running in the street, and asked him, ‘Why do
you run?’ He replied, ‘I am running after my good fortune!’ Rabbi Levi tells him, ‘Silly man, your good fortune
has been trying to chase you, but you are running too fast.’”
For nearly seven months we have spent more time at home, our schedules have changed, we have gone fewer
places. For some of us this means time has opened up; for others it has simply shifted so that it is as full just
differently positioned, at a distance, on Zoom, etc. For some of us this means things have slowed down; for others
the pace continues or has even increased as we run to catch up with our new ways of doing things.
Even if the schedule has slowed down, I am often reminded that reducing entries on our calendars or slowing down
our list of activities doesn’t bring rest and intention to our souls.
For years I went on annual silent retreats. I always looked forward to them...until the time came. Then, even
though I knew it would be good for me, there was some level of dread. And I was always aware that I needed at
least 48 hours because while it took about 10 minutes to silence the world around me, it took the first 24 hours to
beginning silencing my interior world to the point where I could listen, watch, and simply be. It has now been a few
years since I have done one of these and I realize how good it would be for me.
Too often we are running after things that would find us if we would just slow down. Too often we are filling our
calendars with busyness, our homes with stuff, our lives with distractions rather than remembering how to simply
be.
I wonder if that is one of the gifts this COVID time is wanting to give us - the gift of time, of quiet, of presence. I
wonder if we are willing to slow down enough to receive this gift.
Peace,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Outdoor Worship - October 11
Join us for masked, physically distanced outdoor worship on the front lawn of the church at 10am on Sunday,
October 11. Bring your mask and lawn chair. Pre-packaged communion will be available or you can bring your
own. And remember, if this option does not feel safe or work in your day, worship will be available both on Zoom
and on YouTube as well. Questions? Let Pastor Jill know.

Winter Clothing Distribution
Do you have clean, gently used winter outerwear that you can donate? We are collecting
coats, snow pants, boots, hats, mittens/gloves, scarves. If you have some to share, you
can bring items to the church between now and October 9. Office hours are 9am—
12noon Monday—Thursday. If you need to arrange another time or need items picked
up, let Jill know.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Oct 7 - Isaiah 65:17-25
Oct 14 - Matthew 22:34-40

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.

Continuing the Conversation
We will continue the challenging conversations
about racism and what it means to be antiracist as
we discuss another webinar from the Racial Equity &
Human Rights Series put on this summer by the UI
Center of Human Rights.
We will meet on Zoom.
Please watch the webinar in advance of the meeting
and come prepared to discuss it. We will talk about
what ideas in the webinar most challenged us and
what ideas resonated with us, what we learned, and
what that learning will motivate in our lives.
Wed., Oct. 14 @ 6:30pm Discuss “Historical Perspectives on AntiBlack
Violence and Visions for the Future”



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) will meet each Sunday morning at
9:30am on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) will meet once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: October21, November 18, and
December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Connecting in Community Small
Groups
Most of the small group opportunities for October
have begun, but there is a group meeting on
Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm on Zoom that
begins on October 14 and meets for three weeks.
Sally will be hosting this group and would love to
have you join. To sign up, visit SignUpGenius here.

The next FCC book club will be October 22
at 7pm on Zoom. We’ll discuss The Sun
Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton.

LIGHT A CANDLE WITH CHILDREN PRAYER VIGIL
We continue to light a candle in prayer with children each day through October 18. Visit our Facebook page.
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Captivate Conference 2020 (It’s Virtual)
Captivate is a platform where administrators, educators, community members and parents who care about
equitable outcomes for students of color can find learning opportunities in the areas of: race, privilege, allyship,
communication, social emotional learning, and more. Sara Riggs has attended in the past and can answer
questions you might have.
You can learn more and register by clicking this link.

Volunteers are Needed for the CRC Winter Clothing Distribution
This year’s Winter Clothing Distribution (WCD) will be conducted over a period of several
weeks (September 28 – November 21) at the old “CarQuest” Building, 821 South Clinton
Street, Iowa City (corner of Clinton & Benton).
Volunteers are Needed to: set-up; receive, sort, and organize clothing; escort family
representatives selecting clothing; and clean up during this event, using four two-hour shifts
(generally from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.).
The sign-up for days / times will be done using this SignUp Genius.
Distribution of clothing will begin on Monday, October 12 and run through November 21, though the facility will
be closed October 26 through November 3.

Various safety precautions are being taken in light of COVID-19. The details of these precautions can be read at
the link above.
If you have questions, you can contact John Barr (barrjohno@sau.edu) or Carolyn Otis (Carolyn.otis@gmail.com).

Learning from autumn leaves
Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying
the Intricate shapes and God’s creative, colorful
displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals
splendor — mere months after bursting out in spring
and providing summer shade.
I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through many
seasons, God has transformed me from a
self-absorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast
promises. Winter is approaching for me too. Yet the
Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s
goodness and beauty. During the autumn of my life, I
pray that God helps me embrace changing seasons
while reflecting his love and light to all.
—MaryAnn Sundby

BIBLE QUIZ
Name the first three kings of Israel in the order of
their reigns.

A. Saul, David, Solomon
B. Samuel, David, Saul
C. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
D. Solomon, Jesse, David

Answer: See 1 Samuel 9:15-17; 16:1-13;
1 Kings 1:28-30.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

October 11, 2020 (Outdoor In-Person, Zoom or YouTube worship)
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “All Are Welcome”

Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for our nation as the election season has begun with early voting in full swing.


Pray for our people around the world who are struggling with COVID-19.



Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Scripture - Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave
a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but
they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized
his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - What If…?
Consider the following questions: What if you looked at this parable differently? What if you wondered where you
would be in this parable? What if this parable not only welcomes us to the table but calls us to action?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
We walk away with the reminder that showing up is easy but we are called not just to come to the table but to be
changed by being there. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and
to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “We Come as Guests Invited”

Benediction

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:
2-Marian Plecker
5-Bob Welsh
8-Tanvi Vibhakar
10-Mark Owens
14-Nola Edwards

14-Sheila Kepler
16-Joann Cuppy
18-Isaiah Bogs
18-Mary Curtis
22-Nancy Lang
22-Bob Bogs

4

5

World Communion
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

12

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship,
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Finance Team@
Zoom 6:30 PM

18

19

25-Gayle Cuppy
25-Janie JensenFitzpatrick
26-Laurie Dahms
26-Eden Grimes
29-Jane Setzer

9-Kara & Marcus
Seaton

6

7

13

14

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

8

Regional All
Congregational
Gathering 10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

9

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

15

10
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

16

Stewardship Team @ Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
Zoom 11:15 AM
12:00 PM
Community Group @
Connecting in
Conversation on
Dahms home
Community Group @ Racism @ Zoom 6:30
5:15 PM
Zoom 2 PM
PM
FCC Connect @
Connecting in
Zoom 6 PM
Community Group @
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 7 PM
Zoom 8 PM

17
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

Pastor Jill on vacation (October 15-18)

Children’s Sabbath
Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

ANNIVERSARY:

Connecting in
Bible Study @ Zoom
Community Group @
12:00 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:30 PM

11

25

Wed

20

21

Stewardship Team @ CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Zoom 11:15 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
12:00 PM
Community Group @ JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Connecting in
Board @ Zoom
Community Group @
7 PM
Zoom 7 PM

26

27

22

23

24

30

31

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Change Clocks
before bed

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

