THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of OCTOBER 28, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
I think for many of us this is a difficult week. The official election season is winding down, but we also know it
won’t really end on November 3. While we may go back to watching cereal, insurance, and medication
commercials instead of political ads on television, with so many mail in ballots and various state rules about how
and when they get counted, we feel certain there won’t be final numbers by day’s end or even week’s end. And
even more than the ballot count, we feel certain that the polarization won’t go away quickly.
I trust that actually even as you are reading this six days before election day, many of you have already voted,
choosing in this COVID time to avoid standing in line on November 3. I also trust that you allowed your faith to
guide your decision. After all, while we talk a lot about the separation of church and state in this country, that in no
way means that our faith and politics don’t have a relationship. All we have to do is read the prophets and read the
stories of Jesus to know that our greatest leaders were interacting with the powers that be in their times and holding
them accountable to the just and merciful love of God. If we follow in their footsteps, it is ours to do the same.
That applies to this election but also to every day. We are called to hold our structures and leaders accountable to
caring for the least of God’s children. We are called to hold ourselves and others accountable to living in ways that
don’t just make our lives easier but ways that are about sharing what we have, about considering the implications of
our choices for all of creation and humanity. We do this through voting. We do this through choices we make
about how to use our finances resources. We do this in the difficult conversations we have. We do this when we
stand up for people who are being mistreated. We do this when we choose the good of another over our own
preference. And if we are doing it well, we will know that living faithfully is not easy.
I am grateful to have a community such as First Christian to do this work with. I am grateful to be part of a
community where we can have difficult conversations and challenge each other to live more faithfully. I am
grateful to be part of a community that strives to recognize the value in each and every person and to always be
making room at the table.
Speaking of this core value...you may have noticed (or since we aren’t at the church often, you may not have) that
since early June there has been a Black Lives Matter sign in front of First Christian. This is just another expression
of who we are. Because we claim to be a people of welcome who believe in the value of everyone, this sign is an
expression of this value that says that we are standing with those who many systems have stood against. As we
were talking about this at a recent board meeting someone said, “This seems like a no brainer. We are called to
respond to people who need our help.” We recognize that when a member or members of the human family are
suffering, we are called to stand with them. There are many ways we will do this, our little sign is only one of them.
Friends, be gentle with yourselves and each other. We continue to live in a time of pandemic that has isolated us in
ways we are not used to. The August derecho reminded us of how quickly what we know can change and how
limited resources are, especially for some. The deep divide in our nation causes stress - often more than we even
realize. And then there are life’s “normal” stressors. Be gentle. Have compassion. Stand for God’s love. Take
care of yourself. And, please, let myself or other church leaders know how we can help you.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Oct 28 - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Nov 4 - Romans 12:9-21

Join Us for Worship
Worship with us online each week.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using this link.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Share Your Voice



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: November 18 and December
16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm .

Don’t forget to change your clocks
before going to bed Saturday night.
Enjoy the extra hour of sleep!

Have you received an unexpected gift? Have you
found a surprising gift in scripture? Have you read a
poem or short story that changed the way you looked
at things?
Again this year we are putting together an Advent
Devotional Booklet. We want to invite all who would
like to do so to write something for this booklet. You
can share something someone else has written - just
make sure if you do this, you give proper credit. All
ages are invited to participate.
What should you know?
*The theme for Advent this year is:
An Unexpected Gift.
*If you plan to submit something, please
Sign Up here or let the church office know.
*All submissions should be 300 words or less.
*Items should be sent (via email or USPS) to
Pastor Jill by November 10.
If you have questions, just ask!

FCC Book Club
Have you been thinking about joining the FCC Book
Club? Have you been wondering what books they
will be reading in coming months? Why not join
them on November 19 at 7pm as they choose books
for 2021. Bring a book title you would like to
suggest or just come hear what others are
suggesting. They meet via Zoom using this link.
All are welcome!
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Religion for Racial Justice Panel
Join the CRC's Religion for Racial Justice on Wed., November 11, 2020, 7:00-8:15 p.m. on Zoom. Featuring five
different local speakers from five religious traditions, the panelists will speak candidly about religion and racism
while offering practical action steps for individual and communal antiracist action. Speakers include:


Shams Ghoneim, Iowa City Mosque and Islamic Center



Rabbi Esther Hugenholtz, Agudas Achim Congregation



Rev. Kimberly Abram-Bryant, Bethel AME



Ellen Marie Lauricella, Milarepa Buddhist Center of Iowa



Rev. Christopher Epting, Episcopal Church

The speaker presentations and dialogue will be followed by a time for audience Q&A. This event is free and open
to the public, but guests must RSVP in advance to receive the Zoom email invitation. RSVP using this Google form.

HACAP Adopt a Family
HACAP has adapted their holiday Adopt a Family program and gone virtual. Donors will have
the opportunity to donate gift cards online to a family in need that will go toward food,
clothing, and basic necessity items. Donors will also have the option to choose their preferred
family size online as well as county of residence. We are not adopting a family as a congregation, but if you
would like to participate individually, please visit this website.

THE BEST MEDICINE
Near the end of his life, Protestant reformer Martin Luther suffered
debilitating headaches. When told about a costly medicine that
might offer some relief, Luther smiled and said, “My best
prescription for head and heart is that ‘God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’”
That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his deathbed. “What
Spartan saying can be compared with this wonderful brevity,” he
said of John 3:16. “It is the Bible itself!” After repeating the words
of that Gospel-in-a-nutshell verse three times in Latin, Luther
exclaimed, “They are the best prescription for headaches and
heartaches!”
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

November 1, 2020 - All Saints Sunday
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Give Thanks for Life” #649, vs. 1-3
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for our nation during this deeply divided election season.
 Pray for those living in the paths of wildfires and tropical storms, as well as for all creation.
 Share the prayers of your heart with God.
Scripture - Matthew 23:1-12
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do
whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. They tie
up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a
finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their
fringes long. They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi,
for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—
the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest
among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be
exalted.”
Children’s Moment
Lighting of Candles of Remembrance and Prayer for All Saints Day
At this time we will light candles for those members and friends of FCC who passed away in the last year. This is
also a time for you to light a candle for others you are missing.
Sermon - Choosing How We Will Be Remembered
Consider the following questions: Who inspired you? What was it about them that made a difference? How do you
want to be remembered? How will you live in ways that make that hope a reality?
The Story of the Light
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The table is a place for all, those we remember, those with us today, and those yet to be. As you take communion,
use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Let Hope and Sorrow Now Unite” #639, vs. 1 & 3

Benediction

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Change Clocks
before bed

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Stewardship Team @
Zoom 11:15 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
CRC Event: Religion
for Racial Justice @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8

9

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

15
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

16

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

BIBLE QUIZ
Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

After Jesus healed 10 men at one time, how many
returned to thank him? What had been their
ailment?
A. five; blindness
B. all 10; deafness
C. one; possession by demons
D. one; leprosy
Answer: See Luke 17:11-19.

