THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of October 27, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
I am looking forward to Sunday. Not only is it always good to be worshipping with you, but this Sunday we will
be observing both Commitment Sunday and All Saints Sunday. We often do these two things on one day and
that seems fitting to me. After all, remembering those who have gone before us, as we do on All Saints Sunday,
reminds us of our rich heritage and of the people who have made a difference in our lives, our church, and our
world. Meanwhile, Commitment Sunday is a time to look ahead—it is a time when those of us who remain make
a commitment again to be part of the what the future holds for First Christian Church and the difference we
make in the world. For many of us, the commitments we make are influenced by those who have modeled living
well for us. So, it makes sense to celebrate these occasions together.
So, I hope you’ll be here. Bring with you treasured memories of loved ones who have made a difference in your
life and the world. Bring with you the forms you received in the mail upon which you can indicate the ways you
want to support the ministry we share together in 2022 with both your financial resources and other gifts. Come
ready to remember, to anticipate and to worship.
On a personal note, many of you heard last Sunday that my husband tested positive for COVID. He got sick while
traveling for work and has been isolated since returning home. He is experiencing some symptoms, though
getting better, and we are grateful knowing that his symptoms are surely reduced by his vaccination status. The
boys and I were fortunate that because of Jim’s travel our exposure was reduced. The three of us have been
tested and as of Tuesday morning are negative. Thank you for your prayers and concern.
Hope to see you Sunday!
Be well,

Jill

(Home phone: 319-665-2276)

Eloy Detention Center
Christmas Card Project
You are invited to make Christmas cards to be distributed to asylum
seekers at the Eloy Detention Center in Arizona. Many of these
individuals are children and this card is likely to be the only
Christmas gift they receive. Our congregation is participating in this
project through Disciples Home Missions.
Our elementary, junior high and high school youth groups will be
working on this project, and we'd like to invite others to participate
as well. This Sunday, Oct 31, we will have cards, envelopes and instructions available to be picked up and taken
home (please note there are very specific instructions for this project!). All cards must be returned to the church
by Sunday, Nov 7. If you have any questions, please reach out to Kara, icdisciple.kids@gmail.com.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
October 27 - Luke 4:14-21
November 3 - John 6:1-13

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
This gathering is open to anyone who wants to
connect with others.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Ministry Planning Team
The Ministry Planning Team is underway making
plans for ministries that will happen in January April 2022. They will be meeting Thursday,
October 28 at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall. If you
have ideas for ministries that FCC needs to know
about or participate in, please feel free to share
with Al Zimmerman, Melea White, Sally Strah,
Marian Hart or one of your pastors.

The FCC Book Club is reading The
100-Year-Old Man Who Stepped
Out of the Window and
Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson.
We’ll discuss this romping reminder of what
happened in the 20th century on Thursday,
October 28, at 7pm in the lower level of the
church. Please wear a mask.

Discovering Advent Again
Again this year we are putting together an Advent
Devotional Booklet with writings and art from
friends of First Christian.
You are invited to share a story, reflection, poem,
or drawing that connects with our Advent theme:
Discovering Advent Again. You don’t have to be
an expert writer to contribute - everyone has a
story to share.
Items shared should fit on a sheet of paper 8 1/2
inches tall x 5 1/2 inches wide. If you are writing,
this means approximately 300 words.
You might share something connected with the
four pillars of Advent: hope, peace, joy and love.
Perhaps there was a time when you lost hope,
couldn’t imagine peace, were overwhelmed with
grief and didn’t know if you would ever again feel
joy, felt anything but love...but then...you discovered those again. Perhaps there was a time when
you lost sight of the meaning or spirit of Advent or
Christmas… but then...you discovered it again.
Contributions should be shared with Pastor Jill
(icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by November 10.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We celebrate with Max and Yury Clark who welcomed Lihan Ezra Kim-Clark on Sunday. Lihan arrived at 9
lbs, 2 oz and over 21 inches long. Also welcoming Lihan are grandparents, Kent & Rebecca and lots of other
family worldwide.


We pray for healing for Diane Hertel who had knee surgery on Monday.



We pray for a quick
recovery
for Jim Michelcovered
who was diagnosed
with COVID-19
on Saturday.
This
information
for people’s
privacy.



We pray for a friend of Dale Kepler who is in critical condition following a plane crash.



We pray for a continued good recovery for Peggy Bothell’s son, Brian, who had surgery last week.



We pray comfort for Doug and Alice Langbehn upon the death of Doug’s mom.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Thank you to the many of you who have sent cards, flowers and other tokens of appreciation recently for
Clergy Appreciation Month. There are so many ways that we feel appreciated and valued year round, but this
little infusion of support and love has meant a lot. We hope you know that it is an honor to serve as pastors to
this congregation and to each of you.
With care, Jill, Kara and Laura

Want to Serve Your Community?
The Iowa City Human Rights Commission is seeking applications to fill three vacancies. Each vacancy is a full
term that will run from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2024. Service is on a volunteer basis. The group
meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 5:30pm.
Duties of the Commission involve educating the public on civil and human rights, including planning programs
and activities to eliminate unlawful discrimination. The Commission also makes recommendations to the City
Council for Social Justice and Racial Equity Grant funding, as well as for additional local legislation relating to
unlawful discrimination.
Applicants must be at lest 18 years of age and reside in Iowa City. Applications can be found here and must be
received by 5pm Tuesday, November 9, 2021.
Service on boards and commissions in Iowa City, Coralville, and North Liberty are great ways for people to make
a difference in their community. There are also many non-profits doing important work in our community who
are always looking for volunteers for a number of different roles.
If you are feeling called to serve, but not sure what organization might be best to put your skills to work, don’t
hesitate to reach out to your pastors who can help get you connected not only in the church, but beyond.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group,
please contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to connect with others from FCC.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

October 31, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - “We Are Not Our Own”
All Saints Remembrance

We will be remembering Bill Laubengayer, Joe Butterfield, Esias Grime, Jane Setzer, Nancy Lang, Pam Joab, Tom
Tephly, and Jerry Maynard as well as others who have made a difference in our lives.
Prayer
Scripture - Acts 4:32-37 (excerpts printed)
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of
any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.
Children’s Moment

Sermon - “I Dream of a Church Where Everyone Shares”
What is the most difficult thing for you to share? What would it take for you to be willing to do so? Who has
inspired you with their generosity?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Today we bring our Commitment Cards for financial support in 2022 as well indications of the ways we look
forward to serving. We are also invited to complete the sentence, “I dream of a church _______.”
Communion

As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “O For a World”
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, October 24. These include: Darrell and
Linda Flinn (Greeters), Mary Curtis and Kathy Harrison (Ushers), Cameron Michel (Scripture Reader), Carla MelbyOetken (Elder), David Klein and Grayson Seaton (A/V).
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What’s Happening?
Ministries are happening in the building and
online.


Sunday Worship begins each week at
10am in the sanctuary. We also continue
to offer online worship, available on
YouTube at 10am on Sundays.



Small groups have the options to meet
indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom. Groups
will make these decisions according to
their needs and preferences.



Based on CDC guidance, all groups that
meet indoors will be asked to mask
regardless of age and vaccination status.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask.

