THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of OCTOBER 21, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Today as I walked through the sanctuary I felt your presence. Perhaps this is one of those times we can be glad that
people tend to sit in the same seats week after week. What that means for me is that when I am at the church I can
walk through the sanctuary and, if I imagine well enough, see your faces in your regular places. Even those who are
newer to us or who don’t always sit in the same place are included in my envisioning. So know that you have been
prayed for this week and that you are often prayed for.
And not only do I pray for each of you individually, but I pray with joy that we have been able to remain connected
in worship even though we aren’t in the same physical space. And this is important. It is important because
worship points us toward God, reminding us that it isn’t all about us, but that there is something bigger out there.
Worship points us toward the world, reminding us that we have a calling to make this world more beautiful and
kind. Worship points us toward each other, reminding us that we are not alone but are part of a community. And
however and wherever we worship, the hope is that these three reminders are always present.
Speaking of worship, let me share a little information about what is coming.
On Sunday, October 25 we are excited to have a guest preacher. Rev. Kathryn Wilson, who some of you know
from FCC mission trips to Joplin, MO, will be preaching for us this week. Kathryn is my dear friend and former
colleague who has served as the Minister of Mission and Outreach at South Joplin Christian Church in Joplin, MO
since 2012. In previous lives she was a teacher, then spent 25 years as a probation officer before retiring in her late
50s and going to seminary, getting ordained in 2010. She is a gift to this world and I hope you’ll ready yourself to
hear the word she brings.
On Sunday, November 1 we will observe All Saints Sunday, a time when we remember loved ones and fellow FCC
friends who have recently passed away. For this occasion we will have worship bags which can be picked up at
church on Saturday, October 24 between 9 and 10am or Sunday, October 25 between 5 and 6pm. We hope
everyone can come by during one of these times to get their worship bag. If you live out of town and would like
one mailed to you, please let me know (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by Sunday, October 25.
This week has gotten cold and wet, however I am hopeful that we might still have some nice fall days waiting for us
in November. Should this be the case then we will try to have more outdoor worship options November 8, 15 or 22.
Because weather is more questionable, we will announce our intentions in the newsletters on Wednesdays if it
appears that outdoor worship will be possible any of those dates.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Celebrating a Meaningful Children’s Sabbath
Thank you to everyone who made our Children’s Sabbath worship service on Sunday special. Thank you to each
child, youth and adult who shared in worship leadership. Not only was the message important, but it was nice to
see your faces. Thank you to Pastor Kara for bringing us an important word and for her leadership in putting the
service together. Thank you to each of you who worshipped with us whether on Zoom or YouTube. Let us take
seriously our call to act on behalf of children everywhere.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Oct 21 - Matthew 23:1-12
Oct 28 - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Join Us for Worship
Remember every week there are (at least) two ways
to join FCC for worship.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using the link provided.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

What Will You Share?


QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: October 21, November 18,
and December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Again this year we are putting together an Advent
Devotional Booklet. We want to invite all who would
like to do so to write something for this booklet. You
might write a reflection on scripture, tell a story from
your life, share another piece of prose or a poem you
have written. You can also share a story or poem you
enjoy that someone else has written - just make sure if
you do this, you give proper credit to the author and, if
published, when and where it was published. All ages
are invited to participate.
What should you know?
*The theme for Advent this year is:
An Unexpected Gift.
*If you plan to submit something, please
Sign Up here or call the church office and
let us know.
*All submissions should be 300 words or less.
*Items should be sent (via email or USPS) to
Pastor Jill by November 10.

If you have questions, just ask!

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm. All
are welcome.
The next FCC book club will be October 22
at 7pm on Zoom
We’ll discuss The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton.
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CRC Winter Clothing Distribution Ends Early
This year’s Winter Clothing Distribution ended up being short lived and ended on Monday.
There were challenges faced with both donations and volunteers being harder to come by this
year due to COVID. Meanwhile, the initial response was so overwhelming that stock was
nearly depleted within the first week. Even though it ended early, we were still able to share
over 800 coats with more than 200 households. The items that were left are being shared
through Habitat and the South District Neighborhood Association. If you have items you intended to donate, they
can still be received at the Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity ReStore, located at 2401 Scott Blvd SE in Iowa City.
Donation hours are 9:00am to 5:00pm. Donations will be accepted through Friday, October 23rd. Please call
ReStore at (319) 338-5687 with any questions.

Concerned About the Impact of
Churches on the Environment?
Save the date! Join Interfaith Power & Light to
learn how congregations can apply Project
Drawdown solutions to reduce emissions. We’ll
hear from the Director of Drawdown Learn, Dr.
Elizabeth Bagley and from Cool Congregations
Challenge winners awarded for their success in
lowering emissions.
Mark your calendars and watch for more
information: The webinar will be November
16, at 12 noon.

 CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 

HACAP Adopt a Family
HACAP has adapted their holiday
Adopt a Family program and gone
virtual. Donors will have the opportunity to
donate gift cards online to a family in need that will
go toward food, clothing, and basic necessity items.
Donors will also have the option to choose their
preferred family size online as well as county of
residence. We are not adopting a family as a
congregation, but if you would like to participate
individually, please visit this website.

- JUST SAYING JUST SHOW UP!
In A Million Little Ways (Revell), Emily Freeman says in
order for Christians to “show up as you are with what
you’ve been given,” we must confront these statements:

Plow
This farming implement is mentioned frequently
in the Bible, often in verses about the harvest.
Plowing symbolizes preparing the heart to
receive God’s truth, or the “seed” of God’s word.
The plow also represents commitment; Jesus
says, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of
God” (Luke 9:62, NIV). The prophet Elisha
burns his plow to show his commitment to
answer God’s call (see 1 Kings 19:21).

• I’m not cut out for this.
• Someone else can do it better.
• People might not like it.
• I have nothing to offer.
• I hate my calling.
• It’s a waste of time.
• It’s too much work.
• Who do you think you are?
“A million loud voices … keep us from the million little
ways [Jesus] wants to show up through us to the world,”
Freeman writes.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

October 25, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Woke Up This Morning”

Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for those who are alone during this time of continued social distancing.


Pray for those who are experiencing unemployment or job insecurity due to COVID.



Share the prayers of your heart with God.

Scripture - Matthew 22:34-40
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him,
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all you mind.’ This is the
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Rev. Kathryn Wilson, Guest Preacher
Consider the following questions: What does it mean to love God? What evidence of your love for God do others
see in your life? What does it mean to love your neighbor? How do you show love to your neighbors? What about
difficult neighbors? In this passage Jesus claims that these two are inseparable. When are the times when you find
it easier to say you love God than to show love to your neighbors? What help do you need to live in a way that
shows love to both?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
What is the largest table you have ever sat at? What do you remember about it? Did the size of the table
represent the kind of welcome that was given there?
Here at the Lord’s table—whether in the sanctuary or in your home or somewhere else—the welcome extends to
all. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving
spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Shalom to You Now”
Benediction

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
11
18

5
12
19

6
13
20

7
14
21

1
8
15
22

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

30

31

Children’s Sabbath
Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

25

Stewardship Team @ CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Zoom 11:15 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
12:00 PM
Community Group @ JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Connecting in
Board @ Zoom
Community Group @
7 PM
Zoom 7 PM

26

27

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Change Clocks
before bed

NOVEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Stewardship Team @
Zoom 11:15 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
CRC Event: Religion
for Racial Justice @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

9

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

