THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of OCTOBER 14, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Dare I say it? Before we know it, Advent will be here! I mention this because we have an invitation for you. Again
this year we are putting together an Advent Devotional Booklet. We want to invite all who would like to do so to
write something for this booklet. You might write a reflection on scripture, tell a story from your life, share another
piece of prose or a poem you have written. You can also share a story or poem you enjoy that someone else has
written - just make sure if you do this, you give proper credit to the author and, if published, when and where it was
published. All ages are invited to participate.
What should you know?
*The theme for Advent this year is: An Unexpected Gift.
*If you plan to submit something, please Sign Up here or call the church office and let us know.
*All submissions should be 300 words or less.
*Items should be sent (via email or USPS) to me by November 10.
If you have questions, let me know!
Peace,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

A Note From the Return to the Building Task Force and FCC Staff
Periodically we like to check in regarding our COVID practices and procedures. So, here are a few things you
should know:


If you need to come into the church for anything, please sign in on the log which you will find on a table just
inside the front doors.



In addition to the log, we are keeping lists of those who attend in person events such as outdoor worship
and outdoor small groups.



Should we become aware that someone who was at FCC or at an FCC sponsored event has a positive COVID
test, we will alert those who may be impacted.



If you have been at the church or at an in person church event and come down with COVID-19, we would
ask that you notify the church office so we can alert others who shared the same space or attended the
same event. We will always protect your privacy, but want to make sure to share news of positive tests so
people can watch for symptoms and choose safe practices.



The staff is also keeping a log of people they come in contact with to make contact tracing easier in case any
of the staff gets COVID-19.

If you ever have questions about our practices, please don't hesitate to ask.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Oct 14 - Matthew 22:34-40
Oct 21 - Matthew 23:1-12

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.

Continuing the Conversation
We will continue the challenging conversations
about racism and what it means to be antiracist as
we discuss another webinar from the Racial Equity &
Human Rights Series put on this summer by the UI
Center of Human Rights.
We will meet on Zoom.
Please watch the webinar in advance of the meeting
and come prepared to discuss it. We will talk about
what ideas in the webinar most challenged us and
what ideas resonated with us, what we learned, and
what that learning will motivate in our lives.
Wed., Oct. 14 @ 6:30pm - Discuss “Historical
Perspectives on AntiBlack Violence and Visions for
the Future”



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult

leaders. Check your email for the link!


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9:30am
on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: October 21, November 18,
and December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Children’s Sabbath is Coming
Each year in October we observe Children’s
Sabbath. This is an occasion to remember our call
to create a world where children experience
health, safety, equity, and joy.
Our virtual worship service on October 18 will be
our Children’s Sabbath service. Together we will
worship as our young people lead us.

The next FCC book club will be October 22
at 7pm on Zoom. We’ll discuss The Sun
Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton.

Electronic Church Directory Available
Just a reminder that our church directory can be accessed on your computer or phone. If you need information
about how to do this, please contact the church office.
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Volunteers are Needed for the CRC Winter Clothing Distribution
This year’s Winter Clothing Distribution will be conducted over a period of several weeks at
the old “CarQuest” Building, 821 South Clinton Street, Iowa City (corner of Clinton & Benton).
Volunteers are Needed to: escort family representatives who are selecting clothing and clean
up during this event, using two-hour shifts Mondays - Fridays 10am—6pm; Saturdays 9am—
1pm. Distribution of clothing began on Monday, October 12 and runs through November 21,
though the facility will be closed October 26 through November 3.
The sign-up is available at SignUp Genius.
Various safety precautions are being taken in light of COVID-19. The details of these precautions can be read at
the link above.
If you have questions, you can contact John Barr (barrjohno@sau.edu) or Carolyn Otis (Carolyn.otis@gmail.com).

Religion for Racial Justice Panel
Join the CRC's Religion for Racial Justice on Wed., November 11, 2020, 7:00-8:15 p.m. on Zoom. Featuring five
different local speakers from five religious traditions, the panelists will speak candidly about religion and racism
while offering practical action steps for individual and communal antiracist action. Speakers include:


Shams Ghoneim, Iowa City Mosque and Islamic Center



Rabbi Esther Hugenholtz, Agudas Achim Congregation



Rev. Kimberly Abram-Bryant, Bethel AME



Ellen Marie Lauricella, Milarepa Buddhist Center of Iowa



Rev. Christopher Epting, Episcopal Church

The speaker presentations and dialogue will be followed by a time for audience Q&A. This event is free and open
to the public, but guests must RSVP in advance to receive the Zoom email invitation. RSVP using this Google form.

BIBLE QUIZ
How did Moses heal the bitter waters of Marah?

 SYMBOL OF FAITH 
LOTUS FLOWER

A. He poured olive oil in them
B. He washed himself in them 7 times
C. He cast a tree into them
D. He touched them with his staff
Answer: Exodus 15:25

Used in various eastern
religions, the lotus is widely
regarded as a representation
of enlightenment.
This beautiful flower rises
from the sludge of muddy
waters, which reinforces the
concept of resurrection.
This is the ultimate
trajectory of humanity and
shows that any trial can be
overcome through perseverance.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

October 18, 2020 - Children’s Sabbath Observance
Greeting and Introduction to the Service
Congregational Singing - “Gather Us In” vs. 1, 2 & 4

Candles of Compassion and Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places
God shows up in your life.
 Pray for the children in our community, our state and our world who are struggling. Pray for those without
access to safe housing, enough food, medical care, and a good education. Pray for those in the foster care
system and for those in the juvenile justice system. Pray for those whose lives are impacted by COVID-19 and
by the polarization of our society.
Blessing of the Children
Scripture - Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to
mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its
people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of
distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a
lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will
be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the
days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear
children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord and their descendants as well. Before they call
I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat
straw like the ox; but the serpent-its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.
Sermon - Imagining a Future
Consider the following questions: What future does this scripture help you imagine? What would you want to see
changed in order to imagine a safe, healthy and happy future for all children?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Here we are reminded that each of us a child of God. As you take communion, use this moment to commit your
body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Song of Hope”

Benediction

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:
2-Marian Plecker
5-Bob Welsh
8-Tanvi Vibhakar
10-Mark Owens
14-Nola Edwards

14-Sheila Kepler
16-Joann Cuppy
18-Isaiah Bogs
18-Mary Curtis
22-Nancy Lang
22-Bob Bogs

4

5

World Communion
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

12

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship,
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Finance Team@
Zoom 6:30 PM

18

19

25-Gayle Cuppy
25-Janie JensenFitzpatrick
26-Laurie Dahms
26-Eden Grimes
29-Jane Setzer

9-Kara & Marcus
Seaton

6

7

13

14

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

8

Regional All
Congregational
Gathering 10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

9

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

15

10
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

16

Stewardship Team @ Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
Zoom 11:15 AM
12:00 PM
Community Group @
Connecting in
Conversation on
Dahms home
Community Group @ Racism @ Zoom 6:30
5:15 PM
Zoom 2 PM
PM
FCC Connect @
Connecting in
Zoom 6 PM
Community Group @
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 7 PM
Zoom 8 PM

17
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

Pastor Jill on vacation (October 15-18)

Children’s Sabbath
Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

ANNIVERSARY:

Connecting in
Bible Study @ Zoom
Community Group @
12:00 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:30 PM

11

25

Wed

20

21

Stewardship Team @ CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Zoom 11:15 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
12:00 PM
Community Group @ JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Connecting in
Board @ Zoom
Community Group @
7 PM
Zoom 7 PM

26

27

22

23

24

30

31

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Change Clocks
before bed

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

A LESSON IN APPRECIATION
Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.




Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor
overheard a group discussing various congregational
leaders over the years. Her ears perked up when an
older member said, “Whenever someone asks which of
our pastors I liked best, my answer is always, ‘The one
we have at any given time is my favorite.’”
What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what a great
lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month. God sends each
shepherd to us with a specific set of spiritual gifts and
then works through those gifts to bless us.
My appreciation for all things Pastor Jill does for us. My
land, she works in the church, outside the church, with
the people, for the people. Pastor Jill brings new ideas to
calm old problems. She has even helped us look at
situations in a new ways.
Thank You, Jesus, for sending Pastor Jill to lead and
teach us.
- Peggy

