THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of SEPTEMBER 9, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
There is a Jewish story about the great Hasidic master Rabbi Zusya that goes like this: When Rabbi Zusya grew old
and knew that his time on earth was nearing a close, his students were called around him. Timidly one of them
spoke and asked Rabbi Zusya what he was most afraid of about dying. “I am most afraid of what they will ask me
when I get to heaven,” he answered. “What will they ask you?” the disciples were eager to know. “They will not
ask me, ‘Zusya, why were you not like Moses?’” he answered. “They will ask me, ‘Zusya, why were you not
Zusya?’”
I am always struck by this story. I wonder how many ways we try to be someone else...how much energy we put
into trying to fit a mold or look like someone else who we think is admired. I think we do a lot of this. Often we do
it without even realizing it.
But what would happen if we really paid attention to who we are created to be and then worked to be that person?
What if you were the best you that there could be? What if rather than admiring someone else’s gifts, you used your
gifts fully? What if we spent our lives living as fully as we can as the people God asks us to be?
That is my encouragement to you. Look yourself in the mirror and see the beauty of who you are. And then go live
as your best, God-created self.
Peace,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

We hope you’ll join us for Welcome! Sunday on September 13. We will share worship and a time of fun and
fellowship to follow.
What should you know?


Your Welcome! Sunday packets were mailed last Friday—hopefully by now you have received yours. It
contains what you need to participate fully in worship as well as games and activities after. The only thing
you will need to add is coins or beans or some markers to play Bingo!



Sign on to Zoom on Sunday, September 13 between 9:45 and 10am for worship. After worship is finished we
will use the breakout rooms to participate in different games and activities (including a Cake walk with real,
not virtual, cake!)



If that makes for too much time on Zoom, just use the same worship link to sign in about 10:40am and join
the festivities.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
LIGHT A CANDLE WITH CHILDREN

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Sept. 9 - Matthew 20:1-16
Sept 16 - Matthew 21:23-32

PRAYER VIGIL
Check the church’s Facebook page daily to
participate in the Light a Candle with Children
Prayer Vigil from now until October 18.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.


QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening beginning September 17 at 8pm

Regional Anti-Racism Team
Invites You...
The Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciling Team of the
Christian Church (DOC) in the Upper Midwest
invites you to join a Zoom Open House to learn
about the Team and how you can be a part of this
important work. The open house will be Sunday,
September 20 from 7—8pm. Please come join us!
You must register in advance by following this link.
After registering, you will receive the meeting link.

Regional Woman’s Retreat: It’s Virtual!
The Christian Church in the Upper Midwest’s Fall
Women’s Retreat is going virtual. Activities will be
Wed, Sept. 23 through Sat, Sept. 26. Times will be 79pm on weeknights and 10am-7pm on Saturday. You
can participate in as much as you would like or are
able. You will learn, pray, sing, play, and build
relationships. Our own Malinda Thomas is co-hosting
the Talent Show.
Register by clicking here no later than September 16.
And (sorry for the late notice) today is the last day to
register to share something in the Talent Show.

on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara. Check your email for the
link!


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) will meet each Sunday morning

beginning September 20 at 9:30am on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) will meet once a month on
Zoom on the following Wednesday nights from
6-7pm: September 23, October21, November 18,
and December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

First Christian Book Club
The next Book Club meeting will be on
Thursday, September 24 at 7pm on
Zoom.
This month’s book is This Tender Land by William
Kent Krueger
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FCC Member Spotlight
Nolan released an album this weekend! He's created a set of original songs he's written
over the years and put it all together this summer. He's responsible for all the music and
mixing. Click here to check it out on Spotify. You can also find it on iTunes under the artist
name "Person #653".

COVID Recovery Iowa offers a variety of services to anyone affected by the Coronavirus pandemic in any
way. Virtual counselors provide counseling, activities, referral information and help finding resources to any
Iowan seeking personal support. Iowans of all ages may join groups online for personal support and learn
creative strategies for coping with the effects of the pandemic.
A person can access all COVID Recovery Iowa Services by completing an online contact form to connect with an
outreach counselor who will guide you to resources and support tailored to individual needs. The site translates
into 65 languages. www.COVIDrecoveryiowa.org

PATRIOT DAY-a day of remembrance
On December 18, 2001, Congress approved a joint resolution designating September 11 of
each year as “Patriot Day.” It’s a day to remember the more than 3,000 innocent lives lost
on that September morning in 2001.

The resolution requests that each year the President issue a proclamation calling on the
American people and state and local governments to observe the day with appropriate
programs and activities. Those activities include remembrance services, candlelight vigils,
moments of silence, and flying the American flag at half-staff.
In his 2003 proclamation President Bush said, “On that day, and in its aftermath, we saw
the greatness of America in the bravery of victims; in the heroism of first responders who
laid down their lives to save others; in the compassion of people who stepped forward to help those they had never
met; and in the generosity of millions of Americans who enriched our country with acts of service and kindness.”
Keep them all in your prayers this Patriot Day.

GOD’S SURPRISES
Don’t assume that God will always work in your life the way he always has. A sunset is proof that God colors
outside the lines. He has no status quo. Even the laws of nature are his to interrupt. As many times as
you’ve prayed before, today may be the day when God sends the answer so swiftly — so divinely — that
you’re windburned.
―Beth Moore
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Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

September 13, 2020 - Welcome! Sunday
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

Bible Presentation (First Christian presents Bibles to young people at the beginning of 2nd grade)
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.




Pray with celebration for communities of welcome that do the challenging of work of including all.
Pray for those continuing to recover from last month’s derecho.
Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Matthew 18:21-35 (excerpts printed)
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. ...one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold... So the slave fell on his knees before him... And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused... When his fellow slaves saw
what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’...”
Sermon - Forgiveness in Community
Consider the following questions: Why is forgiveness difficult? Is there someone you need to ask forgiveness of? Is
there someone you need to forgive?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Forgiveness leads to stronger communities that welcome all to the table. As you take the elements of communion,
use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “We Are Walking”

Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Culture Through
Bible Study @ Zoom WELCOME! Sunday
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Packet Pickup @
12:30 PM
Executive Committee
11 AM—12 noon,
Return Task Force @
@ Zoom 5 PM
5—6 PM
Zoom 4 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

8

9

10

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

FCC Office
Closed

FCC @ Free Lunch
10 AM—2 PM
Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Return Task Force @
Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
Personnel Comm.
@ Zoom 5 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

22

23

24

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Welcome! Sunday
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Welcome! Sunday
activities to follow

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Finance Comm. @
Zoom 6:30 PM

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

1st Day of Autumn
Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

29

30
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

Free Lunch Food
Drop Off
10 AM—1 PM

11

12

18

19

25

26

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

