THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Who knew that sitting in the rain wearing a mask while physically distanced from people your heart really wants to
hug could be so delightful? Who knew that seeing familiar faces in little boxes on your computer screen could bring
your heart such joy? Who knew that crackers or almonds or donuts alongside coffee or wine or juice could feel as
much like communion as the bread and juice we are used to?
This past Sunday as some of us worshipped on the front lawn of the church, others together on Zoom, and some on
YouTube, all of these things were true. While there is still a longing to be together and certainly to be able to reach
out a hand or share a hug or hold a tray of communion for another (and, while we will do these things again
someday), I celebrate the ways we are worshipping together and coming to understand in very real terms that
worship is bigger than the building in which we do it, and that God is present everywhere.
Worship this next Sunday will focus on World Communion Sunday - an important occasion that reminds us of the
oneness of all humanity and the fact that all people belong to God and therefore matter to us. While we are used to
celebrating this occasion, I suspect there will be something even more powerful about it this year. After all, it is
easy to nod our heads at the idea of God’s interest in all people when we are sitting in a room filled with people like
us. But right now, as we worship separately, as we have to bring pictures to mind from our memories and envision
even our closest church friends, maybe it becomes a little easier to also envision people in Djibouti or Guatemala,
Iran or Pakistan, Canada or China, and other places and to remember they, too, are children of God.
Thank you to those who picked up your World Communion Worship packets on Monday. The remaining ones will
be delivered yet this week. Various church leaders are delivering them to your homes so this will happen on
different days. You should receive a call, text or email letting you know it is there, so keep an eye out.
Peace,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Starting This Week:
Connecting in (Virtual or Physical) Community Small Groups
You are invited to sign up for a three week small group to connect with old and
new friends from First Christian.
Virtual groups will take place: Tuesdays, October 6, 13 & 20 at 2pm with Martha and Wednesdays,
tober 14, 21 & 28 at 7pm with Sally.

Oc-

There are only 2 spots left in the outdoor groups and those are for the group on Thursdays, October 1, 8 &
15 at 5:15pm at Laurie & Terry’s home.
You can sign up to participate in either kind of group by using this link.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Sept 30 - Matthew 22:1-14
Oct 7 - Isaiah 65:17-25



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom with two adult
leaders. Check your email for the link!

Continuing the Conversation
We will continue the challenging conversations
about racism and what it means to be antiracist as
we discuss two webinars from the Racial Equity &
Human Rights Series put on this summer by the UI
Center of Human Rights.
We will meet on Zoom.
Please watch the webinar in advance of the meeting
and come prepared to discuss it. We will talk about
what ideas in the webinars most challenged us and
what ideas resonated with us, what we learned, and
what that learning will motivate in our lives.
Wed., Sept. 30 @ 6:30pm - Discuss “Understanding
White Privilege” with Dr. Eddie Moore.
A 2nd meeting will be Oct. 14 - more info to come.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm and
all are welcome.

Outdoor Worship - October 11
Join us for masked, physically distanced outdoor
worship on the front lawn of the church at 10am
on Sunday, October 11. Questions? Let Pastor Jill
know.



Sunday School (preschool through 5th

graders) will meet each Sunday morning at
9:30am on Zoom.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) will meet once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: October21, November 18, and
December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

CRC Winter Clothing
Distribution
Do you have clean, gently used winter
outerwear that you can donate? We are collecting
coats, snow pants, boots, hats, mittens/gloves,
scarves.
If you have some to share, you can bring items to the
church between now and October 9. Office hours
are 9am—12noon Monday—Thursday. If you need
to arrange another time or need items picked up, let
Jill know.
More information can be found on page 3 of this
newsletter about how the distribution will function
this year and how volunteers can help.

This Week at First Christian Church

September 30, 2020

Reconciliation Offering: October 4
Regional All Congregational
Gathering
Join other Disciples from around the Upper Midwest
Region on Saturday, October 3 for a virtual All
Congregational Gathering from 9:30am—12noon.
This will be a first chance to get to meet Rev. Joshua
Patty, our new Regional Minister. To register, click
here.

Each year we invite you to give to the Disciples’
Reconciliation Offering. This offering supports the
work we do to be an anti-racist church and to affirm
the dignity of all people. Here at FCC we have
previously received grants through Reconciliation
Ministry for our anti-racism work.
You may give by mailing a check to the church or
using the “Donate” button on the website. Please
note your gift is for “Reconciliation offering.”

Volunteers are Needed for the CRC Winter Clothing Distribution
This year’s Winter Clothing Distribution will look different with COVID safety precautions put in
place and families invited to make appointments over a span of several weeks (Oct. 12 - Nov. 20) to
do their shopping. Volunteers will be needed for set up, receiving/sorting/organizing clothing, escorting families, and clean up. Two hour shifts will be available through a Sign Up Genius link that we will share
when it is ready.
Various safety precautions are being taken in light of COVID-19. Those working will be: asked health questions
and have temperatures taken, expected to wear masks and have gloves and hand sanitizer available to them.
Restrooms (which are available only for volunteers) will be cleaned regularly. During the distribution of clothing,
only one adult representative from three families will be admitted each half-hour to select clothing items with a
physically distanced volunteer escort.

SYMBOLIC THOUGHTS:
In many Native American folk legends, the turtle is credited for saving all of mankind
from the Great Flood. It has come to represent Maka, the immortal Earth Mother who
quietly carries on her back the heavy burden of humanity. Many turtle species have
thirteen sections to their underbelly. These thirteen sections represent the thirteen
moons which are why the turtle is associated with the lunar cycles and the powerful
energies of the female. Native Americans believe that the turtle will take care and
protect humankind if they take care and protect Mother Earth. We are reminded that
just as the turtle cannot be separated from its shell we humans cannot separate ourselves from the results of what we
do to Mother Earth.
JUST SAYING:
“The aim of education is the knowledge not of facts but
of values.”
—William S. Burroughs
“Practice makes preachers. Love makes pastors.”
—Clyde R. Webber Jr.

Pray With Me:
O Lord, may my heart
not be hardened, my ears not deaf, my mind not wandering as I strive to worship you in spirit and in truth.
Amen.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

October 4, 2020
Today is World Communion Sunday, a time when we honor the oneness of the Church and celebrate
God’s love for all people. Worship bags were provided to regular participants at FCC and others who asked
for them. You are encouraged to look through your worship bag ahead of Sunday worship.
The contents of the bag will help you set up your worship space, prepare communion, and be in
prayer for the world as we prepare to worship together.
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Jesu, Jesu” (v. 2 & 3)
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for our whole human family recognizing that all people have value in God’s heart.


Pray for our country that polarization and hate may be replaced with peace and reconciliation.



Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Luke 19:39-40
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
Sermon - Joining a Chorus of Stones
Consider the following questions: When you think about who Jesus was, what would you name as his core values?
What message did Jesus share in his lifetime? If we, his followers, are to do and say as he did and said, what
message are we asked to proclaim? What are the ways you “shout” that message in your living?
Offering
This week, in addition to the offerings we make to support the ministries of First Christian, we are receiving your
offerings for Reconciliation Offering. The Reconciliation Offering support the work of equity and justice in the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as we continue to strive to be and become an antiracist church.
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
This is a table of radical welcome. You are welcome, no matter. Your neighbor is welcome. Even your enemy is
welcome. This is a place where we are shaped to love as Jesus loves. As you take communion, use this moment to
commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “This is My Song”

Benediction

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:
2-Marian Plecker
5-Bob Welsh
8-Tanvi Vibhakar
10-Mark Owens
14-Nola Edwards

14-Sheila Kepler
16-Joann Cuppy
18-Isaiah Bogs
18-Mary Curtis
22-Nancy Lang
22-Bob Bogs

4

5

World Communion
Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

12

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship,
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Finance Team@
Zoom 6:30 PM

18

19

Children’s Sabbath
Sunday School
9:30 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Michel home 3 PM

Sunday School
9:30AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

ANNIVERSARY:

25-Gayle Cuppy
25-Janie JensenFitzpatrick
26-Laurie Dahms
26-Eden Grimes
29-Jane Setzer

9-Kara & Marcus
Seaton

6

7

Connecting in
Bible Study @ Zoom
Community Group @
12:00 PM
Zoom 2 PM
Executive Comm
@ Zoom 5:30 PM

11

25

Wed

13

14

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

8

Regional All
Congregational
Gathering 10 AM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

9

Connecting in
Community Group @
Dahms home
5:15 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

15

20

21

27

22

10
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

16

Connecting in
Bible Study @ Zoom
Connecting in
Community Group @
12:00 PM
Community Group @
Zoom 2 PM
Conversation on
Dahms home
Racism @ Zoom 6:30
5:15 PM
PM
FCC Connect @
Connecting in
Zoom 6 PM
Community Group @
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 7 PM
Zoom 8 PM

Connecting in
CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Community Group @ Bible Study @ Zoom
Zoom 2 PM
12:00 PM
Board @ Zoom
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
7 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

26

Thu

17
Connecting in
Community Group @
Curtis/Harrison
home 2 PM

23

24

30

31

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Connecting in
Community Group @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Change Clocks
before bed

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

