" THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR

Friends,

Who knew that sitting in the rain wearing a mask while physically distanced from people your heart really wants to
hug could be so delightful? Who knew that seeing familiar faces in little boxes on your computer screen could bring
your heart such joy? Who knew that crackers or almonds or donuts alongside coffee or wine or juice could feel as
much like communion as the bread and juice we are used to?

This past Sunday as some of us worshipped on the front lawn of the church, others together on Zoom, and some on
YouTube, all of these things were true. While there is still a longing to be together and certainly to be able to reach
out a hand or share a hug or hold a tray of communion for another (and, while we will do these things again
someday), | celebrate the ways we are worshipping together and coming to understand in very real terms that
worship is bigger than the building in which we do it, and that God is present everywhere.

Worship this next Sunday will focus on World Communion Sunday - an important occasion that reminds us of the
oneness of all humanity and the fact that all people belong to God and therefore matter to us. While we are used to
celebrating this occasion, I suspect there will be something even more powerful about it this year. After all, it is
easy to nod our heads at the idea of God’s interest in all people when we are sitting in a room filled with people like
us. But right now, as we worship separately, as we have to bring pictures to mind from our memories and envision
even our closest church friends, maybe it becomes a little easier to also envision people in Djibouti or Guatemala,
Iran or Pakistan, Canada or China, and other places and to remember they, too, are children of God.

Thank you to those who picked up your World Communion Worship packets on Monday. The remaining ones will
be delivered yet this week. Various church leaders are delivering them to your homes so this will happen on
different days. You should receive a call, text or email letting you know it is there, so keep an eye out.

Peace, M

319-665-2276 (home)
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SYMBOLIC THOUGHTS:

In many Native American folk legends, the turtle is credited for saving all of mankind Qf(
from the Great Flood. It has come to represent Maka, the immortal Earth Mother who
quietly carries on her back the heavy burden of humanity. Many turtle species have
thirteen sections to their underbelly. These thirteen sections represent the thirteen
moons which are why the turtle is associated with the lunar cycles and the powerful
energies of the female. Native Americans believe that the turtle will take care and
protect humankind if they take care and protect Mother Earth. We are reminded that
just as the turtle cannot be separated from its shell we humans cannot separate ourselves from the results of what we
do to Mother Earth.
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October 4, 2020

Today is World Communion Sunday, a time when we honor the oneness of the Church and celebrate
GodQ love for all people. Worship bags were provided to regular participants at FCC and others who asked
for them. You are encouraged to look through your worship bag ahead of Sunday worship.

The contents of the bag will help you set up your worship space, prepare communion, and be in
prayer for the world as we prepare to worship together.
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Sermon - Joining a Chorus of Stones
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