THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of SEPTEMBER 2, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Fall is always a full time around FCC and this year will be no different. Even as we continue to share time
interacting online, we are looking forward to many fun and meaningful events and ministries. We begin with
Welcome! Sunday on September 13 (read more below). In October we will observe World Communion Sunday
(October 4) and Children’s Sabbath (October 18) during worship. In November we will observe All Saints Day
(November 1) and at the end of that month Advent will begin. We will also spend some time this fall talking about
stewardship, continuing our conversation about becoming anti-racist, and sharing time in small groups.
These are all things we might call “usual” in our life together and yet each of them is being adapted in order to make
it possible to do in this time of pandemic.
I was reminded in a conversation this week of something I need to remember more often - while in 2020 it has been
situations out of our control that have asked us to adapt, the reality is that it would serve us well to embrace adapting
as a way of life. After all, growth and change are part of our lives (and seem to happen at a higher speed than ever
before). We can resist and dig in our heels, or we can be thoughtful about the ways we adapt and change and we
can anticipate the gifts that this action will bring. I look forward to many more years of adapting with you.
Peace,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Welcome! Sunday is September 13 and we may be virtual, but we still have big plans! Please join us for worship
and a time of fun and fellowship to follow.

What should you know?


You can pick up your Welcome! Sunday packet at church on Thursday, September 3 from 11am-12noon or
5-6pm. This will contain all the materials you need for worship and games and activities after. Packets that
are not picked up will be mailed.



Sign on to Zoom on Sunday, September 13 between 9:45 and 10am for worship. After worship is finished we
will use the breakout rooms to participate in different games and activities (including a Cake walk with real,
not virtual, cake!)



If that makes for too much time on Zoom, just use the same worship link to sign in about 10:40am and join
the festivities.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. Bible Study time will
change on September 9. Today we
still meet at 12:30pm, but
beginning September 9 we will meet at noon.
Upcoming scriptures:
Sept. 2 - Matthew 18:21-35
Sept. 9 - Matthew 20:1-16

FCC Serving Day at Free
Lunch
Friends, First Christian will be serving at
Free Lunch on Tues, September 8.
Those donating food items can bring them to church
on Thurs, September 3 when you pick up your
Welcome! Sunday packets or on Friday, September 4
between 10am and 1pm (or by arranging another
time or a pick up with Pastor Jill).

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC.

LIGHT A CANDLE WITH
CHILDREN PRAYER VIGIL
Children’s Sabbath is something
we have observed for the past several years and we
will continue to do so this year on October 18,
2020. On this day, worship will focus on children, justice, and the moral, spiritual, and ethical imperative to
nurture, protect, and seek justice for all children.
This year, we are excited to offer a special practice
leading up to this important Sunday by participating in
the “Light a Candle with Children” prayer vigil.
Beginning September 8, and continuing daily for 40
days, we will have a daily prayer focused on
children. You will be invited to light a candle and
offer a prayer. You will also have the opportunity to
be matched with a child from our congregation and to
pray for them daily during the prayer vigil, as well as
reach out to them with a special note during the 40
days.
We are asking those who would like to participate in
the prayer vigil to sign up here by September 2 so we
can provide you with the daily prayers, a candle, and a
child to pray for from our congregation.
Questions? Contact Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm

Regional Anti-Racism Team Invites You...

Culture Through Poetry:
Inspiration for Our Times
This class continues as together participants become
familiar with poets from distinct cultures, respond to
their poetry, and (if inspired) reflect and write
original poetry. This class has two meetings left:
Sept 8 and 15 from 12:30-2:00pm via Zoom.
If you missed the sign up but would like to
participate contact Pastor Jill.

The Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciling Team of the Christian
Church (DOC) in the Upper Midwest invites you to join a
Zoom Open House to learn about the Team and how you can
be a part of this important work. Pastor Jill Michel and
Malinda Thomas are serving on our regional team and excited
to share this with you. The open house will be Sunday,
September 20 from 7—8pm. Please come join us!
You must register in advance by following this link.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

This Week at First Christian Church

September 2, 2020

You might remember in May we did a Zoom session talking about cooking and favorite recipes.
Before weather cools off and we start thinking of soups and casseroles, we thought we share one more
fresh, cool recipe. Look for more recipes in future weeks!

Betsy's Chicken Salad, shared by Pastor Jill Michel
2-3 chicken breasts, cooked and chopped or shredded (I boil mine with celery or celery
salt)
1 1/2 c. mayo
4 T. orange marmalade
Purple seedless grapes, cut in half
Mandarin oranges
Slivered almonds
Mix mayo and marmalade together. After cooking, cutting, and cooling, combine chicken
with mayo mixture. Add grapes, oranges, and almonds to your liking. Serve on a bed of
lettuce, in a lettuce wrap, on a croissant or bread - it is even yummy just on its own!

Time for a pop quiz!
Tests don’t end once you finish school. Churchgoers of all ages can regularly conduct these quick assessments:
• The worship test: Do I faithfully attend worship services and Bible studies?
• The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” Christian? Do conditions that wouldn’t keep me from work keep me
from church?
• The work test: Am I willing to put my talents to use for my church? Can the congregation count on me to help
however possible, or am I too busy elsewhere?
• The wallet test: Do I regularly contribute or tithe? Am I giving my “first fruits” to God so the church can
conduct his work?

BIBLE QUIZ
Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues God brought against Egypt
to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go?
A. an abundance of frogs
B. the Nile River turned to blood
C. the collapse of the pyramids
D. thick darkness

Answer: See Exodus 7:14–12:32.
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Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and have an opportunity to gather together on
Zoom). The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function
as a bulletin for those watching the worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or
choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

September 6, 2020
Greeting

Congregational Singing - “God is Here!” (vs. 1 & 2)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for those who are fortunate to have meaningful work, for those who labor in order to support a family
even though they don’t make a living wage, for those who are seeking work and wanting to make a difference.


Pray for those living in the aftermath and in anticipation of hurricanes.



Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Scripture - Matthew 18:15-20
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of your are alone. If
the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a
one be to your as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered
in my name, I am there among them”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Honesty in Community
Consider the following questions: When are the times when you would rather ignore a problem or stew over it
rather than having honest conversation? What motivates that choice? How is that destructive to community?
Why is honest conversation, even when it is difficult, important?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The goal is for everyone to be together at the table. As you take the elements of communion, use this moment to
commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” (vs. 1 & 2)

Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

ANNIVERSARIES
1-Bob & Diane
DeWitt
8-John & Carla
Melby-Oetken
14-Jim & Nancy
Lang

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Culture Through
Bible Study @ Zoom WELCOME! Sunday
15-Ted & Jen Knights
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Packet Pickup @
18-Karen Haslett &
12:30 PM
Executive Committee
11 AM—12 noon,
Maggy Tomova
Return Task Force @
@ Zoom 5 PM
5—6 PM
19-Emily Steeples &
Zoom 4 PM
FCC Connect @
Krista Kronstein
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

8

9

10

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

FCC Office
Closed

FCC @ Free Lunch
10 AM—2 PM
Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
Personnel Comm.
@ Zoom 5 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

22

23

24

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Welcome! Sunday
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Welcome! Sunday
activities to follow

20

21

Sunday School Starts
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

27
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

1st Day of Autumn

28

29

30
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

Free Lunch Food
Drop Off
10 AM—1 PM

11

12

18

19

25

26

BIRTHDAYS:
1-Elly Grimes
2-Arlo Knights
4-Annika Yost
7-Caitlin Klein
8-Eunice Welsh
9-Laura Kittrell

14-Nancy McKinstry
14-Ramona Gerard
15-Carolyn Boerner
18-Nancy Richards
18-Ann
Brownsberger
18-Vickie Korroch

20-Olivia Baird
21-Carl Esmann
23-Mae Knights
28-Melody
White-Harr
30-Carl Christensen

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.




Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

God's left hand:
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one
autumn day. “Look at the gorgeous leaves!”
Grandma exclaimed. “Just think, God painted each
one of them just for us!”
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it lefthanded.”
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think
God used his left hand to create all this beauty?”
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we
learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on God’s
right one.”

