THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of September 21, 2022
Friends,

A Note From Your Pastor

As you know we have been talking about the capital campaign that we plan to do in 2023. In fact, right now we
are in the midst of a first round of congregation conversations about setting priorities for that campaign. We really
hope to get many voices in these conversations. There are three opportunities left (listed below) and I hope you
will choose to engage one. But, before we get too far along, we want to take a step back to make sure everyone
understands what these conversations are about.
First, a definition. A capital campaign is an intentional effort to raise funds (over and above our regular giving)
that are primarily used for projects connected to the facilities. Capital campaigns are distinct from our fall
stewardship emphasis. While our fall stewardship emphasis happens each year and the financial pledges that
come with it support our annual budget for the day-to-day ministry of the church, a capital campaign only happens
periodically and goes to support building upgrades that cannot be managed within our regular budget. And, of
course, taking care of and upgrading our building is not only about being good stewards of what we have, but is
also about supporting the ministry and vision to which we are called. Capital campaign pledges are paid over a set
period of time - usually three years - and support work that allows our building and vision to align more neatly.
So, you might be wondering...why now? As we celebrated this summer, our building is now 20 years old.
Thankfully, due to the diligence of a number of folks, it is in good condition and we have been able to take care of
many maintenance issues as they arose. Meanwhile, there are some larger projects that need attention and, as we
would hope, because ministry changes and grows over 20 years there are some new projects that could help our
building and ministry work together better.
The congregational conversations we are having (again, the schedule is below and we hope you’ll choose one to
participate in) are designed to help us hear your voices as we look at our values and talk about what projects make
sense at this time. And the way the meetings have been structured has led to some good (and even fun)
engagement so far.
If you have questions before the meetings, feel free to reach out to me or to Kent Clark, our Capital Campaign
Team Chair.
With care,

Jill

An Invitation from the Capital Campaign Team
Join the Capital Campaign Team at one of our priority-setting meetings. This is a first congregational conversation
as we explore what values we hold central and what projects are important for our future ministry.
To make it easy for all to participate, we have begun hosting five different sessions - three of which remain. We are
asking those participating in the Zoom sessions to register five days ahead of time so we can get participant packets
to you before the session. Use this link to register for Zoom sessions or call the church office. You do not need to
register ahead of time for in person sessions.
Sessions are:
Monday, September 26 at 6pm @ church
Sunday, October 9 after congregation meal @ church

Thursday, September 29 at 6pm @ Zoom
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Mark Your Calendars
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Rehearsal for Disciples Strings and Singers begins today, September 21 at 6:00 pm in the
sanctuary. Disciples Strings and Singers, a group of instrumentalist and singers, leads the
congregation in singing the hymns on Sunday mornings.
Interested in a more traditional choir? With enough interested participants, we will begin one this fall.
Please let Laura (icdisciple.music@gmail.com or at 319-325-7673) know if you are interested in either group!

Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
September 21 - Luke 13:22-30
September 28 - Matthew 26:26-29

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.
The selection for September’s reading
is Home Made by Liz Hauk. A story of
grief, groceries, showing up…and what
we make when we make dinner.
Book Club will meet September 22 at 7pm in a
private dining room at Oaknoll (1 Oaknoll Ct., Iowa
City).

Family Cookout
As children’s and youth ministries get underway
this fall, all families are invited to a cookout hosted
by Pastor Jill and her family.
This will be a time to eat and play together as well
as to hear more about the plans for this fall. The
meal will be provided.
Join us on Saturday, September 24 at 5:30. Please
RSVP using this link or by calling the church.

Faith Formation for All Ages
Faith Formation for all ages has begun! We meet each
Sunday following worship. Classes will begin at
11:15am and last until noon. There will be classes for
adults, youth and children (age 4 and older). A nursery
will be provided for our younger children. We hope
you’ll plan to stay!

Time to Clean Your Closets
Bring your donations of clean, gently used
winter outerwear, winter shoes/boots,
jeans and heavy sweatshirts for the Winter Clothing
Distribution to FCC through Oct. 9. All sizes from infant through adult are needed. We will be looking for
volunteers to help on October 9 to sort items.

Pet Blessing
Bring your pets to the front lawn of
church at 2pm on September 25 for a
Pet Blessing. All pets are welcome.
Please bring them in appropriate cages or leashes.
We will also be collecting the following items for the
Iowa City Animal Care & Adoption Center: Dogs clean small blankets, large towels/washcloths,
durable dog toys (like Nylabones), large soft dog
toys; Cats - unscented litter, unflavored Pedialyte,
heavy round food and water crocks, small toys for
kittens. They also welcome Visa or Mastercard gift
cards.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Linda Flinn who is hospitalized following an attempt to end her life.



We pray for healing for Peggy Bothell who will have a procedure tomorrow.



We pray for Luke Oetken, son of John and Carla Melby-Oetken, who is facing medical concerns.

Information
to protect
privacy
 We pray with joy for Damian
(our Tech andcovered
Communication
Ass’t) and
Miranda who will get married on
Saturday.


We pray traveling mercies with Maya Richards, Nancy’s granddaughter, who will spend a year in Japan.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

The Hudson Family invites you to help them celebrate and remember the life of Kay Hudson at a memorial
reception on Sat, September 25 at 2pm at the church. Kay passed away in 2020 and donated her body for medical
research. The deeded body memorial service will be Friday, so this seemed a fitting time to celebrate her life with
family and friends. All are invited to come show your care to her family and to share memories of Kay.

We Need You!
Sundays rely on volunteers to go smoothly! If you are willing to serve as a Greeter,
Usher, Scripture Reader, Fellowship Time Host or Acolyte (K-6th grade), please choose
your dates and sign up here (use the drop down menu in the upper right to toggle
between various roles). You can also contact Nancy McKinstry
(nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com, 319-400-1380) with questions or to sign up for these
roles.

Worship - September 25, 2022
Remember, you can join us in person at church or worship with us on YouTube each Sunday at 10am.
Hymns - O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come; Come to the Table of Mercy; Healer of Our Every Ill
Scripture - Luke 17:11-19

Sermon - Overwhelmed by Gratitude
Offering Reminder - During the month of September we are collecting items for the Iowa City Animal Care &
Adoption Center. The complete list of items is on page 2 of the newsletter. We are also collecting financial gifts
for the Reconciliation Offering which supports the anti-racism work of our denomination.

Thank You!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, September 18: Suzanne Krogh and Jim Lang
(Greeters), Bob and Diane DeWitt (Ushers), Al Zimmerman (Musician), Tesla Newnum (Acolyte), Jay Thomas
(Scripture Reader), Sheree Williams, Payton Steeples, Marian and Arnie Hart, Laurie Dahms, and Jan Ricklefs
(Communion servers), Julie Fitzpatrick (Elder), Jim Michel and Maya Seaton (A/V).
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YOU Are Invited - All Congregational Gathering
“What Now, Church? Navigating Today’s Uncharted Waters” is the theme we will explore together at our
regional All Congregational Gathering on Saturday, October 15 from 10am - 4pm at the Christian Conference
Center in Newton, IA. Together with other Disciples from across the Upper Midwest region (Iowa, Minnesota,
North and South Dakota), we will share learning sessions, worship, fun, fellowship, and a little bit of regional
business. Musicians from our own congregation will even lead worship. People of all ages are welcome!
Participants are asked to register, though the event is free. Learn more here and register here.

Reconciliation Offering
Each year we receive the Reconciliation Offering which supports the anti-racism work of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in our region and denominationally. This offering reminds us of our long denominational
commitment to be an anti-racism/pro-reconciliation church. To learn more about this offering and our region’s
commitment to it, watch this video.
We will receive this offering September 25 and October 2. Please mark your checks for “Reconciliation” or use
the “Special Offering (Regional) fund and “Reconciliation” memo in online giving.

Regional Fall Women’s Retreat
Join our own Malinda Thomas and others from around the region (and
hopefully from FCC) at the Regional Fall Women’s Retreat. The retreat will
take place at Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds, Paynesville, MN Friday,
September 30 through Sunday, October 2.
This year’s theme, Family is as Family Does, will explore questions like: Are
you blessed with people you consider family through good times and bad?
Can you choose your family? How do you build or build up a Family/Kin/
Closeness/Caring?
Take a break from your usual routine. Spend time in large groups activities
as well as hiking, reading, sharing conversation, building friendships and just being.
Talk to Malinda Thomas for more information or to coordinate a ride. Register here.

Realm - Our Connection to an Online Directory
If you haven’t already, we hope you will use the QR code here or just visit onrealm.org to set
up your Realm account. Remember your password—you will need it for future access. Once
you login, set your privacy settings to “Anyone in the church” in order for your information to
be in our church directory. These settings need to be changed for each person in your
household. Prefer using an app? Get Realm Connect from the App Store!
Have questions? Ask Pastor Jill or Laurie Dahms.
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Worship 10 AM
Faith Formation for
All Ages 11 AM
Handbells 12 noon
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM
Capital Campaign
Conversation @
Zoom 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Strings & Singers
6PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM

25

26

27

28

29

Worship 10 AM
Faith Formation for
All Ages 11 AM
Handbells 12 noon
Pet Blessing 2 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Capital Campaign
Conversation 6 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5:30 PM

Fall MPT @ Zoom
5 PM
Capital Campaign
Conversation @
Zoom 6 PM

Kay Hudson
Memorial Reception
2 PM
FCC Family Cookout
@ the Michel’s
5:30 PM

30

Oct. 1

OCTOBER 2022
Sun
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Tue
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Thu
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Sat

2

3

4

5
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1
8

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

Worship 10 AM
Faith Formation for
All Ages 11 AM
Handbells/New to
FCC Lunch 12 Noon
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

9

10

11

12

13

Worship 10 AM
Soup Lunch 11 AM
Handbells 12 Noon
Capital Campaign
Conversation Noon
Laura PST 5 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team 6 PM

Kara’s PST 6:30 PM

Exec. Committee
10:30 PM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster 12
Noon
Covid Response
Team 1:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

16

17

18

19

20

Worship 10 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom

FCC Connect @

All Congregational
Gathering in Newton
10 AM—4 PM

21

22

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
900 Lincolnshire Pl.
Coralville, IA 52241
319-337-4181
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday, 9am to noon
Staff:
Rev. Jill Cameron Michel, Sr. Pastor
Home Phone: 319-665-2276
Rev. Kara Seaton, Minister of Children, Youth & Families
Rev. Laura Kittrell, Minister of Music and Worship
Peggy Bothell, Office Manager
Michael Hull, Custodian
Lori Smith, Bookkeeper
Damian Rivas, Technology & Communications
Merric Bower, Kalea Seaton and Annika Yost, Nursery
Caregivers

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Romans 15:7
At First Christian Church of Iowa City/Coralville, we
aspire to share God’s expansive and unconditional
love with all, with respect and positive regard for
our human differences. Whatever your lived
experience, skin color, native tongue or dialect,
ethnicity or nationality, gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship or family status, age, size,
physical or mental health, economic situation,
addiction, ability or disability, education level,
profession, faith history, and politics …
there is room for you at the table.
It is God’s welcome and is without limitations.
By God’s grace and following Jesus’ example,
we invite you to join us in community and
communion. We embrace you as a fellow child of
God, equally and deeply loved and with full access
to the kin-dom that we strive to inhabit.
If you are among us, you are one of us.

