THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
Update from the Return to the Building Task Force
The Return the Building Task Force continues to meet and plan for the safety of our community. Here are a
few updates regarding where we are now:


Our staff members have been following the "Mask of Wellness" guidelines and each have their own
designated work spaces so we are no longer limiting the time they can be in the office. Peggy will return
to her usual M - Th hours of 9am - 12noon. Laura will again have regular days in the office. Jill will work at
home as needed but primarily at the office. Kara will continue to work between the office and home and is
adjusting her hours to meet the needs of her children who are doing virtual school. It remains a good idea
to call ahead if you need to stop by the church or see one of our staff members. And remember, masks
are required in the church building.



We are planning some small groups to take place during October. These groups will be offered in two
formats: on Zoom and in person outdoors (with social distancing and masks). Details are below along with
a sign up. Please sign up for whichever format best meets your needs and fits your comfort level.



We are planning a couple in person outdoor worship services (with social distancing and masks). These will
take place on Sept. 27 and Oct. 11 (weather permitting). Each service will last about 30 minutes and there
will be no building access. These will take place at 10am on Sundays and the Zoom worship
experience will also continue for those who prefer to worship with others online from their home.



At this time we do not feel that it is yet safe to be planning indoor gatherings. We will be watching the 14
day rolling virus positivity numbers for Johnson County as our guide. And while the daycare has
continued (as an essential service) throughout this time of distancing, we are not yet opening our building to
other groups or church gatherings.

We will continue to give updates and welcome your questions at any time.

Connecting in (Virtual or Physical) Community Small Groups
You are invited to sign up for a small group. These groups - offered both online and
outdoors in person (with masks and physical distancing) - will meet for three weeks
and are designed to help us connect with old and new friends from First Christian.
Virtual groups will be announced and added to the Sign Up soon.
Outdoor groups of up to 8 people will take place: Thursdays, October 1, 8 & 15 at 5:15pm at Laurie & Terry
Dahms’ home, Saturdays, October 3, 10 & 17 at 2pm at Mary Curtis & Kathy Harrison’s home; Sundays, October
4, 11 & 18 at 3pm at Jill & Jim Michel’s home.
You can sign up to participate in either kind of group by using this link.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Do You Have Communion Pictures to Share?
We would love to have pictures of what you have been taking for communion since we have been worshipping at
home. Maybe you set a special table, maybe you simply have a small plate and cup...maybe it is a cracker and
juice, a Danish and coffee, an Oreo and milk. Whatever you take and however you set it up, we’d love to have
your pictures. Please send pictures by September 28 to Jill at icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com. If you send them, we
will be using them in the worship service on October 4 which is World Communion Sunday.

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We now meet at
12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
Sept 16 - Matthew 21:23-32
Sept 23 - Luke 19:39-40

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm .

First Christian Book Club
The next Book Club meeting will be on
Thursday, September 24 at 7pm on
Zoom.
This month’s book is This Tender Land by William
Kent Krueger



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening beginning September 17 at 8pm
on Zoom w/ Kara, Jill & other adult leaders.
Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) will meet each Sunday morning
beginning September 20 at 9:30am on Zoom.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) will meet once a month on
Zoom on the following Wednesday nights from
6-7pm: September 23, October21, November 18,
and December 16.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Continuing the Conversation
We will continue the challenging conversations
about racism and what it means to be antiracist as
we discuss two webinars from the Racial Equity &
Human Rights Series put on this summer by the UI
Center of Human Rights.
We will meet on Zoom.
Please watch the webinar in advance of the meeting
and come prepared to discuss it. We will talk about
what ideas in the webinars most challenged us and
what ideas resonated with us, what we learned, and
what that learning will motivate in our lives.
Wed., Sept. 30 @ 6:30pm - Discuss “Understanding
White Privilege” with Dr. Eddie Moore.
A 2nd meeting will be Oct. 14 - more info to come.
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Child Protection Training: Do you see yourself being involved in children’s or youth ministries at
some point? Are you curious about best practices when working with children and youth? We are
offering online training this fall for all who wish to take part. Please contact Kara by Sept 25
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) if you'd like to take part. Training will be scheduled to meet participants’ availability.

Regional Woman’s Retreat: It’s Virtual!
The Regional Fall Women’s Retreat is going virtual.
Activities will be Wed, Sept. 23 through Sat, Sept. 26.
Times will be 7-9pm on weeknights and 10am-7pm on
Saturday. You can participate in as much as you
would like or are able. Today is the last day to register—do so by clicking here.

Regional Anti-Racism Team
Invites You...
to join a Zoom Open House to learn about the Team
and how you can be a part of this important work. The
open house will be Sunday, September 20 from 7-8pm.
Please come join us! You must register in
advance
by following this link. After registering, you will receive
the meeting link.

+CHRISTIAN SYMBOL+
Cross Crosslet
This cross is formed of four smaller Latin
crosses joined at their overlapping bases.
The cross as a whole represents the
spreading of the gospel to the four corners
of the earth. This cross is often used in
connection with missions.

MANY PARTS, ONE BODY
Through the teaching, support,
sacrifice, worship and commitment
of the church, utterly ordinary people
are enabled to do some rather
extraordinary, even heroic acts, not
on the basis of their own gifts and
abilities, but rather by having a
community capable of sustaining
Christian virtue. The church enables
us to be better people than we could
have been if left to our own devices.
—Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, Resident Aliens
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Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

September 20, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “O for a World” (vs. 1, 2, & 5)

Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
 Pray for those who are struggling in the face of wildfires and hurricanes.
 Pray for those who live in poverty, struggling to feed their household or keep a roof over their heads.
 Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?
Scripture - Matthew 20:1-16 (translation by Rev. Dr. D. Mark Davis)
For the reign of the heavens is like a human homeowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard. Yet having bargained with the workers for a denarius per day, he sent them into his vineyard. And
having gone out around the third hour, he saw other unemployed workers standing in the marketplace. And he
said to these, “You also go into the vineyard, and if so I will give to you that which is just.” Then they went. [Then]
again having gone out around the sixth and ninth hour he did in like manner. Then around the eleventh hour
having gone he discovered others standing, and says to them, “Why have you been standing here all the day
unemployed?” They say to him, “Because no one hired us.” He says to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” Yet
evening having come, the lord of the vineyard says to his foreman, “Call the workers and give to them the wages
starting from the last to the first.” And those having come around the eleventh hour received one denarius. And
those having come first supposed that they would receive more; and they received one denarius also. Yet having
received, they were muttering against the homeowner saying, “These the last worked one hour, and you made
them equal to us the ones having born the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” Yet having answered he said
to one of them, “Friend, I did you no injustice; did you not settle on a denarius with me? Take what is yours and go;
but I wish this: to give to the last as also to you. Is it not lawful for me to wish to do this to them? Or, is your eye
evil because I am good?” So the last shall be first and the first last.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Equity in Community
Consider the following questions: Have you ever considered the difference between equality and equity? Why does
equity have a great impact on outcomes? How are communities made better when people are treated equitably?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
What if everyone were really welcome? What if all were given what they need? As you take communion, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “For the Fruit of All Creation”

Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

ANNIVERSARIES
1-Bob & Diane
DeWitt
8-John & Carla
Melby-Oetken
14-Jim & Nancy
Lang

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Culture Through
Bible Study @ Zoom WELCOME! Sunday
15-Ted & Jen Knights
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Packet Pickup @
18-Karen Haslett &
12:30 PM
Executive Committee
11 AM—12 noon,
Maggy Tomova
Return Task Force @
@ Zoom 5 PM
5—6 PM
19-Emily Steeples &
Zoom 4 PM
FCC Connect @
Krista Kronstein
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

8

9

10

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

FCC Office
Closed

FCC @ Free Lunch
10 AM—2 PM
Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Return Task Force @
Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
Personnel Comm.
@ Zoom 5 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

22

23

24

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran-Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Welcome! Sunday
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Welcome! Sunday
activities to follow

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Elders @ Zoom
3:00 PM

Finance Comm. @
Zoom 6:30 PM

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
Outdoor Worship @
FCC 10 AM

1st Day of Autumn
Culture Through
Poetry @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Peggy on Vacation

29

30
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 noon

Free Lunch Food
Drop Off
10 AM—1 PM

11

12

18

19

25

26

Peggy on Vacation

BIRTHDAYS:
1-Elly Grimes
2-Arlo Knights
4-Annika Yost
7-Caitlin Klein
8-Eunice Welsh
9-Laura Kittrell

14-Nancy McKinstry
14-Ramona Gerard
15-Carolyn Boerner
18-Nancy Richards
18-Ann
Brownsberger
18-Vickie Korroch

20-Olivia Baird
21-Carl Esmann
23-Mae Knights
28-Melody
White-Harr
28-Brandon Myers
30-Carl Christensen
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

