THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of August 7, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
I have been aware in reading both Facebook posts and news articles that there are many voices saying important
things in response to the shootings of this past week. I feel motivated to add my voice to that chorus as well as
overwhelmed by the thought of even finding the right words. So, dear friends, I’m simply going to share a few
things that have been going through my head these past few days. These are about the shootings and they are about
so much more.
There are no easy answers when it comes to the realities of conflict and hatred and racism and violence and
polarization in our world. But, I keep thinking about Jesus. As I read the gospels here is what I notice:
 He prayed. But his prayers weren’t about asking God to fix things he was unwilling to fix. Rather his prayers
were about being in communion with God and about asking for the strength to act. Jesus understood that prayer
wasn’t words sent to heaven, but was a posture of living that impacted daily life in the here and now.
 He met people’s immediate needs. In so many Jesus stories we see him feeding the hungry, giving sight to the
blind, helping the lame to walk, offering comfort to those who were grieving.
 He addressed the systems that oppressed people. While he did put some energy into meeting immediate needs,
Jesus didn’t just feed someone and then go on. Rather he took on the powers that be and challenged the
systems that kept the rich and powerful rich and powerful. He spoke words of truth to those in charge and
didn’t back down even when they didn’t want to hear it.
 He was willing to risk himself even when it led to his death. And if we tell ourselves that he is different, that he
is God, that he was born to die, that he needed to do it for us, then we are letting ourselves off the hook. If we
are willing to read the gospels honestly, we see he was born to be followed and that means risk to us as well.
I can’t help but think that if we Christians were honest about who Jesus was, rather than shaping him to fit a mold
that keeps affirming our sinful systems, we might be different individually, as communities, as a nation, and as a
world.
Every time I hear about an act of violence I am aware of how important it is to create safe places. We need safe
places for people of all races, colors, creeds, sexual orientations, gender identities, ages, genders, abilities, and
more to exist, to create community, to celebrate, to grieve, to speak honestly from their experiences. We need safe
places for people who feel out of control and threatened, whether we perceive the same threat or not, to talk about
their feelings and to process them. We need safe spaces where we aren’t asked to vilify the other but where we can
listen to understand each other. For decades First Christian has worked to be a safe space for all who enter. Over
these last few months we’ve been inviting the congregation into intentional conversations about inclusion and
exclusion as we continue to claim our identity as a safe space. The Open & Affirming Team is writing a Welcome
Statement, which they will soon share with you, in an effort to give us a tool to let folks who aren’t already part of
FCC know that this is a safe space for all. This also challenges us to keep having what are sometimes difficult
conversations with each other and to keep working to extend a wider and wider welcome.
It is important that we root ourselves deeply in the bold and wide reaching love of God and that our lives be shaped
by it. It is important that we be willing to humble ourselves enough to admit that sometimes our choices are hurtful
to others. It is important that our children (and we old people, too) experience extravagant welcome and safety and
get chances to glimpse the love of God through us. It is important that we take an active role in creating the world
God intends.
See you Sunday!

Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
All are welcome to join us on
Wednesdays for Bible Study.
Each week we look at an
upcoming preaching text.
Together we study the
scripture, share our questions and ah-has, and
give Pastor Jill something to think about as she
prepares her sermons. Many who participate in
the Bible Study say it changes how they listen
on Sundays. New friends are always welcome.
We meet at 12:30pm each week.
August 7 - Luke 12:49-56
August 14 - Luke 13:10-17

harmony

YOUNG WOMEN IN

Sweet Adelines
International

A Music Festival for Young Women!
(ages 25 and under)
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
900 Lincolnshire Pl, Coralville, Iowa

Back to school can be a difficult time for many
families. While some are buying new shoes and
back packs, many families in our community
struggle to provide the basic supplies that kids need
in school. Because of this, First Christian Church will
be collecting the following school supplies:


PLASTIC FOLDERS (the heavy duty ones)



COLORED PENCILS



KLEENEX



CALCULATORS



SCISSORS (5” kid scissors)



1-INCH BINDERS (with clear view front)

Please bring your supplies to church and place in
the collection bin through August 11. Supplies will
be given to HACAP to be distributed to students in
Johnson County. Contact Kara Seaton,
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com, with any questions.

8:30 AM Registration/Check In
4 PM Performance with Metro Mix Chorus
(Open to the Public)
Register at: this link or learn more
at www.metromixchorus.org
Contact Lauren Fladland at fladland@gmail.com with

questions.

All Ladies are welcome to join
together for a night out at Olive
Garden in Coralville. August 15.
Come, meet at 5:30 PM for a
wonderful meal, conversation, and
fellowship. Hope to see you there.

BOARD MEETING, AUGUST 13, AT 7 PM.
Board members should be watching their email
for the board packet. If you are not a board
member, but wish to receive a report, let Laurie
Dahms know. Also, if you would like a printed
copy, please, let the office know and copies will be
left in the office the Sunday before.

On August 22, at 7 p.m., we'll discuss
There Will Be No Miracles Here by
Casey Gerald at Nancy McKinstry's,
308 Ronalds Street. This memoir
tells of a young (gay) black man's
struggles as he moves towards
achieving the American Dream and
then backs away from it.
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Celebrate the End of
Summer
Families are invited to celebrate
the end of summer at a Pool Party on Sunday, August
25 from 1 - 3:30pm at the Meadows/Vibhakar
home. If you have questions or to RSVP contact
jillynelle@aol.com.

August Food Pantry Item:
Soap and Shampoo
Throughout the month of August you can place items
in the labeled bin in the entry area of the church.

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday,
September 8
Following 10AM Worship
Welcome! Sunday (also known as Kick-Off Sunday) is
scheduled for Sunday, September 8. Come to worship
that day, then plan to stay for lunch, music and games
for all ages. Spend time with old friends and get to
know someone new! This is a great event to invite a
friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker to. ALL
are invited to this fun, free event hosted by FCC!

Sunday, August 11, 2019
Scripture: Luke 12:32-40

Sermon: Temptation of Distraction

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
The Lord of the rings
Did you know that July and August
are now more popular wedding
months than June? During all these
ceremonies, wedding rings play a
prominent role.

An almost universal tradition dating back millennia,
rings in general and wedding rings in particular have
various meanings. Glimpsing the ring on one’s finger,
one is prompted anew to live out the vows made years
ago: to love and be faithful to one’s spouse in ways big
and small. Others are reminded of the precious gift
given to them, when the one placing the ring said, “I
give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness.”
Wedding rings carry added meaning for those inviting
Jesus to be the heart of their union. They signify not
only the couple’s (hopefully) unending love for each
other but also Christ’s (definitely) unending love for
them, individually and together. The Lord’s eternal
grace encircles Christian marriage, even as wedding
rings encircle the fingers of those who exchange them.

Numbers 22 contains a littleknown account of Balak, king of
Moab, and Balaam, a
practitioner of divination.
Feeling threatened by the
Israelites’ presence near his
land, Balak summons Balaam to
come and curse them. What
strange event does God use to
get Balaam’s attention so that he blesses, rather
than curses, Israel?
A. Balak’s men turn into pillars of salt.
B. The sun stands still in the sky.
C. Balaam’s donkey speaks to him.
D. An angel makes Balaam mute.
Answer: See Numbers 22:22-35, especially 28 and
30.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2019
Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

4

5

6

7

8

Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Elders Mtg. 11:15 AM

Kara Support
Committee 7 PM

Executive Committee
6 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Finance Comm. 5:15
Arrow Chapter Mtg
7 PM

12

13

14

15

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Board Mtg 7 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Olive Garden
5:30 PM

20

21

22

CRC @ Christ the
King Lutheran
Church 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club 7 PM
at Nancy McKinstry’s

27

28

29

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Multi-Cluster Mtg.
4:30 PM

Metro Mixed Choir
Event 8 AM—6 PM
w/ Performance at
4PM (open to public)

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

11
Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM

16

17

23

24

30

31

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

18

19

Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

25
Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service with
Back to School
Blessing 10 AM
POT LUCK 11:15
Pool Party 1 PM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

26

Rohm/Behmer
Wedding Rehearsal

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

