THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of August 28, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Recently in a sermon I reminded us of some of FCC’s history that has led to being who we are today. Part of that
history has to do with involvement in our community and a commitment to extending care to those who are
struggling with financial stability. This has happened through projects like the annual Winter Clothing Distribution
which is now a CRC effort but originally came from a seed planted at FCC when Bob Welsh was pastor. This has
happened through organizations that impact the daily wellbeing of people in our community, things like Ecumenical
Towers and the Coralville Food Pantry, both of which have been imbued with FCC fingerprints and care from their
very beginnings. In addition to these and other projects designed to meet the day-to-day and emergency needs of
members of our community, there are many stories of folks from FCC being committed to work on advocacy, on
hard conversations around root issues of poverty, in an attempt to lessen the needs that people experience. As
someone who grew up in the Disciples congregation in Eastern Iowa, I have long been aware of this congregation’s
care for and involvement in the community. Yet it wasn’t until I arrived here as your pastor that I understood the
full extent of it.
Another thing that happens a lot around FCC is that we are willing to have hard and critical conversations around
topics that matter to us. We don’t only have these conversations to pat ourselves on the backs for the work we are
doing, but in order to grow and learn and ask how we can more fully be living in kin-dom ways, how we can more
fully be working to create loving and just communities.
In light of these things which are both part of our DNA—a desire to make a difference in our world and for people
who are struggling, and a willingness to have hard conversations and to ask how we might create better systems and
more faithful responses—I have an invitation for you.
On Tuesday, September 10, in conjunction with the Iowa Chapter of The Poor People’s Campaign, we will be
hosting a screening of the film Poverty, Inc. This film explores ways that systems of response and aid meant to
alleviate poverty too often inadvertently hold people in poverty. The focus of the film is on international responses
but many of the questions can translate into local communities. The plan, in addition to watching the film, is to have
critical conversation around the ideas raised in the film as well as to talk about what we glean from the film that may
help us better our local and worldwide systems of care. This event is designed to start important conversations in
local communities and to bring heightened awareness of The Poor People’s Campaign, an effort headed by Disciples
pastor Rev. Dr. William Barber (who some of you heard preach at our General Assembly’s closing worship service)
which picks up on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s Poor People’s Campaign of 1968. In addition to the film and
discussion which will follow it, there will opportunities to learn more about The Poor People’s Campaign and to
support its efforts. (If you want to learn more about The Poor People’s Campaign, visit their website).
I hope you’ll mark your calendars for this event. These are important conversations for us to have together as we
continue to understand our mission to include making a difference for the “least” of God’s children.
See you Sunday!

Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome! Sunday, September 8
...to a special day to welcome old friends and new. This is a great opportunity to
invite a friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker to FCC. ALL are invited to this
fun, free event!
9:00AM—Children/Youth Sunday School Open House: meet the leaders and do an activity (lower level classrooms)
10:00AM—Worship & Bible presentation to 2nd graders (sanctuary)
11:15AM—Lunch is served! Burgers, brats, hotdogs, salads, fruit...vegetarian and
gluten-free options too! (Fellowship Hall)

11:45AM—12:30PM—music by Disciples Strings and Singers, carnival games,
prizes, homemade ice cream and more!
12:30-1:00PM—Gaga ball tournament, all ages are encouraged to participate!
Kids in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades
are invited to “Junior Youth
Fellowship” this fall! Make friends,
play games and do activities, and
take part in conversation and
devotion meant to stretch this age group to think
about what it means to be the hands and feet of
God in the world. JYF will meet on 3rd Thursdays
from 6:00-7:30PM: Sept 19, Oct 17, Nov 21 and
Dec 19. Contact icdisciple. kids@gmail. com to
get involved!

Dinner Groups for sharing food and
conversation will be meeting for four
weeks in October. Group dates and
locations will be announced soon. Sign
ups begin on September 8.
Beginning Sept 15 at 9:00am, look forward to
Sunday School for children and
youth and fellowship hour for
adults! Children in K-5th grade
will join together for opening,
then split into K-2nd and 3rd-5th
grade groups. Youth in 6th-12th
grades will meet and have
continued discussion of Christianity, church, social
justice and more. Adults are invited to gather in
fellowship hall where coffee and good
conversation will be present and occasional guest
speakers will be invited to share during this hour.

Youth in 6th-12th grades are
invited to participate in
community groups this fall.
Groups will meet weekly
from Sept 8 through Nov
22. These groups are a
space for youth to build relationships and community,
while having the opportunity to discuss hot button
topics...and how that relates to faith.


Wednesdays, 7:00PM, Hosted by Max & Yury Clark
at The High Ground Café, 1150 5th St #130, Coralville



Day, time and location to be determined, Hosted by
Rebecca Clark & Martha Hedburg.
Chi Rho/CYF youth (6th-12th
grades) also have these events to
look forward to this year:


Sept 20-22, Mission Trip,
Des Moines
 Friday, Sept 27, 6:30-8:30PM @
Esmann/Yost’s in Amana


Sunday, Oct 20, following worship @ Fleck’s in Solon



Nov 1-3: Chi Rho Retreat in Newton



Nov 22-24: CYF Retreat in Newton



Nov 26-27: Food Pack Event in Iowa City



Dec (date TBD): Christmas Party @ Melby-Oetken’s in
Iowa City
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All are welcome to join us on
Wednesdays for Bible Study.
Each week we look at an
upcoming preaching text.
We meet at 12:30pm each
week.
August 28 - Genesis 18:1-8
September 4 - Genesis 32:3-11, 33:1-4

Reminder: The Church office will be
closed on Labor Day (September 2)
Family Cookout
Join the Michel family (at their
home) and others from FCC for a
fall cookout at 6pm on Friday, September 6. Bring a
lawn chair. For details and to RSVP click here.

Come Watch Poverty, Inc.
In conjunction with The Poor People’s Campaign,
FCC will be hosting a screening of the film Poverty,
Inc. on Tuesday, September 10 at 6pm.

Have Ideas for Ministry?
Like to Dream and Plan?
Enjoy Working as Part of a Team?
Come join the next Ministry Planning Team which will
be planning ministries and events for late winter/
Lent/Easter. Our first meeting will be Wednesday,
Sept. 11, 6 - 7:30pm. We will work together this fall
to plan for ministries and events that will take place
January - April 2020.
Ministry Planning Teams are open to everyone—you
simply need to show up to be a part. So, mark your
calendar and bring your creative spirit!

Join The Conversation
The O & A Team has been hosting conversations
over several months to increase our awareness
about inclusion and exclusion and with the goal of
writing a Welcome Statement as a way to make
clear to others who we are as a congregation and
the welcome that is extended here. The Welcome
Statement will soon be introduced and
conversations around it will be offered Sept. 15 at
9am and Sept. 18 at 5:30pm. We will discuss how
the statement resonates with us, how it challenges
us, and ways we might share it.

FCC BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE
Sept. 26, 7 p.m.: discuss Ordinary Grace
by WK Krueger at Martha Melton's.
Oct. 24, 7 p.m.: choosing meeting--each
person promotes one or two books, and we vote on
the ones to read in 2020.
Dec. 12, 7 p.m.: discuss The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society by Shaffer and Barrows at
Eunice Welsh's.

Be Part of the New FCC Picture
Directory This Fall...
Photographers will be onsite at FCC October 22, 23,
and 24 from 2 - 9pm. Sign ups will be available soon
for picture sessions and volunteer opportunities.
We are collecting pictures of recent FCC events.
Send to Jen Knights (knightswhowrites@gmail.com).

If you order things from Amazon, First Christian
Church can benefit! Use Amazon Smile and choose
FCC as your charitable organization and a percentage
of your purchase comes to FCC. If you have
questions, Dale Kepler is happy to answer them.

This Week at First Christian Church

August 28, 2019

FCC Day at Habitat
After polling people’s availability, it looks like our day
at the Habitat Interfaith Build will be Saturday,
September 14 from 8am - noon. Whether you
responded to the poll or not, you are welcome to
participate. And while we’re claiming the morning
shift, if you are available you can always stay and work
all day. If you are 16 years old or older you can work
on this build site. To reserve your spot, please do two
things:

SEPTEMBER
Food Pantry Item:
HEARTY Soups
Throughout the month of September you can place
items in the labeled bin in the entry area of the church.
Thank you to all who donated in August. We collected
32 bottles of shampoo, 4 bottles of hand soap, 46 bars
of soap and a number of travel sized items.

1) Sign up at the Habitat website.
2) Let Jon Feaver (jcfeaver@yahoo.com) know you
are participating. He can help you with Step 1 if
needed, too.

Sunday, September 1, 2019
Scripture: Luke 14: 25-33
Sermon: Temptation of an Easy Road

If you are cleaning out closets, going thru school
clothes, or just cutting down on household items,
remember we have a church account at STUFF ETC.
You can donate your goods to the church account
and it will benefit programs we help thru our church.
The account # is 25,144-First Christian Church. You
can bring in your goods and place them in a tote that
must close and stack onto others for the donate
group. (“DONATE” meaning you don't want these
items back). You can walk in when it's
convenient to you. 9:00-7:30 PM Monday thru
Saturday.
Furniture goes to the lower level around the back
of the store and it can come on every day, same
hours or Sunday 11:00-4:30.

In the first chapter of 1 Samuel, we read about Hannah who
prayed to God for a son. Hannah prayed that if she were
given a son, she would dedicate him as a “nazirite.” A
nazirite was a person who served the Lord and did not drink
intoxicating beverages nor cut his hair. Her prayer was
fulfilled. She had a son and dedicated him to the Lord.
What was the son’s name?
A. Eli
B. Samuel
C. Elkanah
D. Shiloh

The answer may be found in 1 Samuel 1:20

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Worship Service
10 AM

FCC Office
Closed

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Elder Mtg.
6:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30
MPT (Fall/
Christmas) 6 PM
Child Protection
Team Mtg
7:30 PM

9

10

11

12

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30

Poverty, Inc.
Film Screening
6 PM

MPT (Jan Easter) 6 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster
Mtg. @ 12 PM
Finance Committee
5:15 PM
Arrow Chapter
7 PM

17

18

19

CRC @ Agudas
Achim 10 AM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 @ SugaPeach

Sanctuary
Wedding 4 PM

8
Children/Youth
Sunday School
Open House 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Welcome Sunday
Festivities 11:15

15

16

Sunday School/
Welcome
Statement
Conversation 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Kara’s Support
Comm. Mtg. 11:15
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Hannah Circle
1 PM

22

23

Bible Study 12:30
Welcome
Statement
Conversation
5:30 PM

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

———————I

Children & Youth
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Potluck 11:15 AM
Scouts 3, 6 & 7 PM

13

14

20

21

JYF (3,4,5 grade)
6:00-7:30 PM

Chi Rho/ CYF mission trip to DSM—--

Children & Youth
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM

29

Family Cookout @
Michel home
6 PM

30

24

25

26

27

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club @
Laurie Dahms
7 PM

ChiRho/CYF @
Esmann/Yost home
6:30-8:30 PM
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

