THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of August 21, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
For many the week ahead includes returning to school. From kindergarteners going for the first time to grad students
who have lost count of how many years they’ve now been in school...this is a time of new beginnings, of getting
back in a more regular schedule. In many ways the same is true for the church as well. Even though we are together
year ‘round, the fall returns us to sense of regularity. In the fall there are things that begin again and begin anew.
There are additional opportunities for ways we can share in life and ministry together.

So, I write with two reminders: 1) It takes all of us. While we have a wonderful staff here at FCC, we also need
YOU! Not only do we need you but as Christians we are all called to ministry, to use our gifts to help expand the
reach of God’s kin-dom. 2) We are trying new and old things at FCC and we hope you’ll choose to be part of them.
So, let me offer a few highlights and encourage you to read this and upcoming newsletters thoroughly.
 You might remember that we wrote new bylaws and made a change to how we plan the events of ministries of
FCC. The short term Ministry Planning Teams (MPT) do that work as they coordinate worship, faith formation
and mission & witness ministries. The next MPT, which will plan for January - April 2020, is having its first
meeting soon. Read below for more information and come join us.
 We are making a change in adult faith formation. We plan to shift Sundays at 9am to fellowship with occasional
speakers and organized conversation for adults while children and youth continue with Sunday School. This is
not because faith formation isn’t important for adults, we’ve just found that people take greater advantage of
opportunities offered at different times. So, be watching for more of those other opportunities.
 The first faith formation opportunity for the fall comes in the way of dinner groups we’re calling “Room at the
Table.” These groups will meet for four weeks during October and be offered at various times and places across
the area. I hope you’ll sign up for one. It’s a great chance to get to know others and to learn together.
 Another structure change means that soon most of the roles that are listed on the Leadership Calendar (pg. 5) will
have one centralized sign up. You will be able to choose your dates, sign yourself up, and also trust that you will
be trained for the ministries you are interested in. Watch for more information.
 The O & A team has invited you into a number of different conversations about inclusion and exclusion over
recent months. Out of these conversations they have created a welcome statement. This is a statement that talks
about who we are and the welcome we extend, and that will be shared with those not already part of FCC. There
are two opportunities in mid-September for you to engage in conversation around the statement.

See you Sunday!

Jill

Have Ideas for Ministry? Like to Dream and Plan?
Enjoy Working as Part of a Team? You Are Invited…
To join the next Ministry Planning Team which will be planning ministries and events for late winter/Lent/Easter.
Our first meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 11, 6 - 7:30pm. We will work together this fall to plan for ministries
and events that will take place January - April 2020.
Ministry Planning Teams are open to everyone—you simply need to show up to be a part. So, mark your calendar
and bring your creative spirit! And if the first meeting time doesn’t work for you, let Jill know.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
All are welcome to join us on
Wednesdays for Bible Study.
Each week we look at an
upcoming preaching text.
Together we study the
scripture, share our questions and ah-has, and
give Pastor Jill something to think about as she
prepares her sermons. Many who participate in
the Bible Study say it changes how they listen
on Sundays. New friends are always welcome.
We meet at 12:30pm each week.
August 21 - Luke 14:25-33
August 28 - Genesis 18:1-8
On August 22, at 7 p.m., we'll
discuss There Will Be No Miracles
Here by Casey Gerald at Nancy
McKinstry's, 308 Ronalds Street.
This memoir tells of a young (gay)
black man's struggles as he moves
towards achieving the American
Dream and then backs away from it.

Celebrate the End of Summer
Families are invited to celebrate the end of summer
at a Pool Party on Sunday, August 25 from
1 - 3:30pm at the Meadows/
Vibhakar home. If you have
questions or to RSVP contact
jillynelle@aol.com.

Reminder: The Church office will be
closed on Labor Day (September 2)
Can you make homemade ice
cream? If so, we need your help on
September 8!

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING

Also, if you have a pop up canopy
that could be used that day, it
would be appreciated. Contact the church
office or Joann Cuppy to offer either of these
or for more information.

On Sunday, August 25, in worship, there will
be a back-to-school blessing offered for all
those returning to school this month.

Join The Conversation

Potluck Sunday is August 25. We
hope you plan to stay to share a
meal and conversation. Bring a dish
to share and your reusable place
setting. Remember, we are working on being
intentional about what we reuse, recycle, and
compost. We still need some folks to help with set up
at 9am and to clean up after the meal. To sign up
visit here.

The O & A Team has been hosting various
conversations over several months to increase
our awareness about inclusion and exclusion
and with the goal of writing a Welcome
Statement as a way to make clear to others who
we are as a congregation and the welcome that
is extended here. The Welcome Statement will
soon be introduced and conversations around it
will be offered Sept. 15 and 18. We will discuss
how the statement resonates with us, how it
challenges us, and ways we might share it.

August Food Pantry Item: Soap and Shampoo
Throughout the month of August you can place items in the labeled bin in the entry area of the church.
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FCC Day at Habitat
We are looking to set up another FCC day at the
Interfaith Habitat Build in September. If you are 16
years old or older and interested in working on this
project, please visit this poll to choose your
preferred dates. We will pick one or two shifts that
have the most people available and willing to work.
If you have questions, talk to Jon Feaver
(jcfeaver@yahoo.com).

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY!!!
WHAT? Please join a group from Marion Christian as
we build homes in Guatemala.
WHY? Interested in serving others? Want to be a part
of something enriching spiritually, socially, and
emotionally?
WHERE? Rural mountains of Guatemala near
Antiqua.
WHEN? Departing February 22, 2020
Returning March 2, 2020

WHO? Anyone. No construction experience required.
(Teens need to be accompanied with an adult)
HOW? For further details please contact: Cathy Fuller
at Cathyfuller1@gmail.com 319-396-0415 or
Patty Wise at pwise@ncsei.com 319-558-9482

Sunday, August 25, 2019
Scripture: Luke 13: 10-17
Sermon: Temptation of Perfection

Be Part of the New FCC Picture Directory This Fall...
Do you find yourself seeing someone each Sunday and trying to remember their name? A solution is coming! Mark
your calendars now...it’s time for a new picture directory! Photographers will be onsite at FCC October 22, 23, and
24 from 2 - 9pm. Sign ups will be available soon for picture sessions and volunteer opportunities to help this happen.
Meanwhile, you can help by beginning to collect recent pictures of events and ministries at FCC and sending them
to Jen Knights (knightswhowrites@gmail.com). Some of these will be used in the directory.

During the dramatic experience when
God called Isaiah to be a prophet, who
or what filled the temple?
A. 144,000 worshipers
B. The bottom of God’s robe
C. Smoke
D. Priests offering sacrifices
Answer: See Isaiah 6:1-8

If you order things from Amazon, First
Christian Church can benefit! Use Amazon
Smile and choose FCC as your charitable
organization and a percentage of your purchase
comes to FCC. If you have questions, Dale
Kepler is happy to answer them.
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1

2

3

9

10

4

5

6

7

8

Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Elders Mtg. 11:15 AM

Kara Support
Committee 7 PM

Executive Committee
6 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Finance Comm. 5:15

12

13

14

15

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Board Mtg 7 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Olive Garden
5:30 PM

20

21

22

CRC @ Christ the
King Lutheran
Church 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30

Women Clergy
10 AM
Arrow Chapter Mtg
7 PM
FCC Book Club 7 PM
at Nancy McKinstry’s

27

28

29

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Multi-Cluster Mtg.
4:30 PM

Metro Mixed Choir
Event 8 AM—6 PM
w/ Performance at
4PM (open to public)

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

11
Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM

16

17

23

24

30

31

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

18

19

Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

25
Strings & Singers
Warm-up 9 AM
Worship Service with
Back to School
Blessing 10 AM
POT LUCK 11:15
Pool Party 1 PM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

26

Rohm/Behmer
Wedding Rehearsal
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