THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of AUGUST 12, 2020
FCC Friends,
It has now been five months since we last gathered as a congregation in the sanctuary of our church. And while
none of us dreamt in March that it would be this long, the reality we now know is that our time of physical
distancing is not yet over.
Knowing that in order to return in person, we will want to make wise and safe decisions about when and how to
do that, our church leadership asked us to serve on the Return to the Building Task Force. We have been working
together to figure out protocols and practices around cleaning, disinfecting, social distancing, masking, worship
procedures and more. We have been talking about how we will make this transition when the time comes and
what technology and other tools we will continue to use to keep people connected even when they can't be
physically present. As our work continues we will be looking at what signposts will indicate that it is time for us to
move back into in person worship and what stages will help us do that safely.
For now, as our work continues, we have a piece of information to share and some information to gather.
First, what we can tell you about our return is that we do not yet know when it will be. At the beginning of the
summer we said we would continue online worship at least through the summer. We now know it will continue
longer. Knowing that tens of thousands of students will soon be returning to our community means that we will
watch and wait to see what impact that has. At this point we feel confident saying we can't even imagine talking
about a date until life at the University settles in and we see what happens.
As for the information we would like to gather. We are asking that each individual or household fill out a brief
three-question survey. We are not asking for much information, just a sense of how you are feeling about safety
and gathering for in person activities. This survey should just take a couple of minutes. It can be accessed using
this link or can be filled out in paper form if you receive a print version of the newsletter or would like to request a
paper copy to complete. Please respond to this survey by Monday, August 17.
We are grateful to be in community with you and grateful that community does not require a building but is real
even in these times of physical distancing.
Working on Your Behalf, The Return to the Building Task Force
Don Anderson, Tara Clark, Mary Curtis, Vern Duba, Maggie Keyser
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays at 12:30pm using
Zoom. Upcoming scriptures:
August 12 - John 17:20-24 &
Galatians 3:28
August 19 I Corinthians 12:4-11

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
(Meeting ID: 843 1879 9375; Password: 289211).

Stop By For a Tasty Treat
How to Be an Antiracist book study
Tonight we will share one more conversation on the
book How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi.
We will focus on chapters 9 - 13 as well as have
some conversation about how we can move ahead
choosing antiracism.
This conversation will be at 6:30pm on Zoom.

Culture Through Poetry: Inspiration
for Our Times
You are invited to join Corinne Stanley for a four-week
journey of reading and discussing poets (and their
poetry) from around the world. Together participants
will become familiar with poets from distinct cultures,
respond to their poetry, and (if inspired) reflect and
write original poetry. You don’t have to be a poet to
participate!
This class will meet on Tuesdays, August 18, 25, September 1 and 8 from 12:30 - 2:00pm via Zoom.
If you are interested in participating, please follow
this link TODAY or call the church office to sign up.
To ensure you have materials on time, we want to get
them sent out by the end of the week.
If you have questions, contact Corinne at
cjstanley22@gmail.com.

Throughout the month of August,
First Christian Church will host a
Drive Thru/Walk Thru/Bike Thru Ice
Cream Distribution each Monday
(August 17, 24, 31) evening from
7 - 8pm.
You are invited to come to the upper parking lot
at church and get your treat to go. There will be
two options each week - one ice cream option and
one fruity (lactose free) option.
This is a simple gift to help FCC friends and
neighbors cool off in the warmth of summer.
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You might remember in May we did a Zoom session talking about cooking and favorite recipes.
We are going to share some of those recipes here. If you are tired of opening a can or jar for spaghetti sauce,
why not try making your own? Look for more recipes in future weeks!
Easy Meaty Spaghetti Sauce shared by Laurie Dahms
from Reader's Digest many, many years ago
1 lb. lean ground beef
1 lb. Italian sausage (I use Jimmy Dean)
1 medium onion, chopped
8 garlic cloves, minced
3 cans (14 1/2 oz each) diced tomatoes
2 cans (15 oz each) tomato sauce
2 cans (6 oz each) tomato paste
1/3 cup sugar (I don't usually use this much)
2 Tbl Italian seasoning
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp pepper
Brown the meat. Put in crockpot with everything else. Cook on low for 8 hours. I have
also done this in a dutch oven on top of the stove. Makes wonderful sauce for lasagna and
any kind of pasta!!

Did You Know?
In an article talking about taking a ride on the new trail from Solon to Ely, Jo. Co.
Commissioner, Rod Sullivan highlighted the work of a member of FCC: ...upon
arriving in Ely, we ran into a couple of old friends, Terry and Laurie Dahms. It was
then that it hit me… no one deserves more credit for our fantastic system of trails
than Terry Dahms. I mean that sincerely.
There were all sorts of crazy machinations about this trail over the years…. The
whole process was 25 years. I’m not kidding – 25 years! And Terry Dahms was there
every step of the way. He really, truly is the Godfather of our system of trails!
If you know Terry, he has done many good works over the years. In addition to being
the County’s longest-tenured trails advocate and chairing several trails committees, he served a long time on
Johnson County’s P&Z Commission, served as Chair of the Johnson County Democratic Party, is an active
beekeeper, a beloved member of First Christian Church, and much more. Residents of Johnson County are truly
lucky to have had him among us.

BIBLE QUIZ
Many people have found comfort from a particular psalm during times of fear or
apprehension. One verse reads: "Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect
those who know my name. When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with
them in trouble ..." (NRSV).
Which psalm below contains those words?
A. Psalm 1
B. Psalm 5
C. Psalm 91
D. Psalm
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and have an opportunity to gather together on
Zoom). The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function
as a bulletin for those watching the worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot
or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

August 16, 2020
Greeting

Congregational Singing - “Help Us Accept Each Other”
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.




Pray for those who are living in the wake of natural disasters.
Pray for those experiencing daily trauma due to joblessness, homelessness, and unjust systems.
Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Scripture - John 8:1-11 (excerpts printed here)
Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again
to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test him, so that they might
have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her”...
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Songs of Commitment and Action
Consider the following questions: When you think of Jesus, how do you understand his purpose? Do you think
about the fact that he was a prophet and an activist? If someone asked you what your purpose as a person of
faith is, how would you answer? How do you respond when your faith calls you to do difficult work or even to
come in conflict with people you love or systems you have regard for? Where is God calling you today?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Jesus is the host at this table. And all are welcome. As you take the elements of communion, use this moment
to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Go Out As People of God”
Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

ANNIVERSARY:
14-Shadley & Dan
Grimes

2

3

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Ice Cream
Distribution 7 PM

9

10

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

4

11

Ice Cream
Distribution 7 PM

5

6

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Executive Comm. @
Zoom 5 PM
“How to Be an
Antiracist” Book
Study @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

12

13

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
“How to Be an
Antiracist” Book
Study @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

8

14

15

Jill out of office

16

17

18

19

20

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Ice Cream
Distribution 7 PM

BOARD Mtg @
Zoom 7 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

7

21

22

Jill out of office

23

24

Online Worship with
Back to School
Blessing @ Zoom
&YouTube 10 AM

Ice Cream
Distribution 7 PM

25

26

27

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
zoom 10 AM

28

29

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @ Zoom
7 PM

Jill out of office

30

31

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Ice Cream
Distribution 7 PM

1-Linda Kinkade
2-Kathy Harrison
3-Julie Fitzpatrick
3-Karen Haslett
5-Diane Hertel
6-Martha Melton

BIRTHDAYS:

7-Charlie Hall
9-Richard Green
11-Cara Harris
11-Spencer Thomas
12-Jared Haar
12-Nancy Butler

15-Barbara
Brodersen
15-Jack JensenFitzpatrick
18-Carol Mertens
18-Keyla Rodgers
18-Del Gilmore

20-Scott
Brownsberger
21-Karen Dawson
24-Corinne
Stanley
27 Wilma Evans
27-Dave Ricklefs

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.
 Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
 You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.
All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

