THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of August 10, 2022
Friends,

A Note From Your Pastor

Sunday was a lovely day. Even though the rain shifted some of our plans, we remain grateful for rain and for those
who are able to adjust when the weather requires it.
Thanks to everyone who stayed after worship to share memories and a bite of food, to explore the church building,
to discover interesting tidbits about our church grounds. I heard many people - even those who were around when
the building was built - comment that they learned something new.

And thanks to John McKinstry, Jim Lang, Del Gilmore, and David Hudson’s book A Diverse Community of
Believers and Seekers (a history of First Christian which David wrote on the occasion of our 150th anniversary) for
helping us remember interesting things about the building and grounds. Thank you to Sabra Fleck and Jay Thomas
for planning a great tour of the grounds and then turning it into an indoor conversation. Thank you to Joann Cuppy
and the crew she recruited to provide us with delicious treats. Thank you to Laura Kittrell and David Hudson for
putting together the display of pictures and items (we are going to leave these out so if you weren’t able to be here
on Sunday, you can still see them this coming week).
Here are things I’ve been thinking about and wondering about as we passed 20 years of being at this location - some
of these I named in worship on Sunday.
I am grateful for those who led the process of moving. That is no small task for a congregation and our ability to do
it well speaks volumes about both the leadership and culture of our congregation. Thanks to each of you who had a
role.
I wonder how we are different now because of 20 years of doing ministry from our location at 900 Lincolnshire Pl.
While we understand that our faith does not reside in a church building, the reality is that place matters and it does
have an impact on who we are and the ministry we do.
I wonder how we have kept the value of caring for those in need central to who we are even when we don’t see
needs in the more obvious ways that we did downtown. I wonder if there are way we need to recommit to this
value.
I wonder how our location changed who we are as a congregation. If we compared a directory today to one 20 years
ago, would we find that we serve a broader portion of Johnson Co.? Is that because of our location or are other
things are play?
I am grateful that our building is not only used by us. We have a daycare here five days a week, three Scout troops
that meet here, other groups such as homeowners’ associations and music recitals that regularly use the building,
and we will again be hosting an ordination for someone in the tradition of the Roman Catholic Women Priests (we
previously hosted one of RCWP’s ordinations in 2010). I wonder how we can share our grounds more often and
make the grounds more available to others.
I am grateful to be part of a congregation that understands that we are called to gather together, to worship and
fellowship and learn and grow together. I am also grateful that this congregation understands our faith as something
we do in every moment of our lives and something that carries us out into the world on Jesus’ behalf.
Hope to see you Sunday!
With care,

Jill
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
August 10 - Luke 14:15-23
August 17 - I Corinthians 12:12-27

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while. We’d
love to see you!

August Ice Cream
Mondays on the Lawn means Ice Cream
in August! Stop by on August 15, 22,
and 29 between 7 and 8pm to get your
treat!
Walk, bike or drive over and get your ice cream
treat. If you want to sit and visit, bring a lawn chair
and see who else comes by.
As summer comes to a close, join
us as we offer a blessing to all
those who are preparing to start
a new year of school. The
blessing will occur during
worship on August 21.

End-of-Summer
Pool Party!
FCC Families are invited to
a pool party at the
Meadows home (19 Oak
Park Dr, Iowa City) on Sunday, August 21, 1-4pm.
Come and swim or sit under the umbrellas and chat.
Please RSVP so we know who to expect!

Ladies’ Night out
All ladies of the church are invited to
Cheddar’s in Coralville on August 18 at
5:30pm to share dinner and conversation.

The selection for August’s reading
is The President is Missing by Bill
Clinton and James Patterson. This
book confronts a threat so huge
that it jeopardizes not just
Pennsylvania Avenue and Wall Street, but all of
America. There are whispers of cyberterrorism,
espionage, and a traitor in the Cabinet. Even the
president is a suspect, and then disappears from
public view...
Book Club will meet August 25 at 7pm with Nancy
McKinstry leading. Location is to be determined.

FCC Serves at Free Lunch
on Saturday, August 27
It’s our month to serve a meal at the
Free Lunch Program in Iowa City! We expect to
serve over 100 meals.
To sign up to contribute food items or to volunteer
on Saturday, August 27, use this Sign Up Genius link.
Non-perishable items may be placed in the Free
Lunch Box anytime. Perishable items may be placed
in the FCC kitchen fridge during the week of service.
Items may also be dropped off at the church on
Friday, August 26 between 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.
You can also make financial donations to help cover
the cost of purchased items (make sure to mark
them for Free Lunch).
If you have questions, talk to Mary Curtis, Karen
Dawson, or Sharon Sass.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We continue to pray for all who are testing positive for COVID including: Julie King, and Dale & Sheila
Kepler.


We pray for Peggy Bothell who will have her next chemotherapy infusion on Friday.



We pray with gratitude for another wonderful summer of camp at the Christian Conference Center.

Information covered to protect privacy.

 We pray for all who are recovering following natural disasters, especially those in eastern Kentucky living in
the aftermath of flooding.


We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine, Gaza, and around the world.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

We Need You!
Sundays rely on volunteers to go smoothly! If you are willing to serve as a Greeter,
Usher, Scripture Reader, Fellowship Time Host or Acolyte (K-6th grade), please choose
your dates and sign up here (use the drop down menu in the upper right to toggle
between various roles). You can also contact Nancy McKinstry
(nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com, 319-400-1380) with questions or to sign up for these roles.

Realm - Our Connection to an Online Directory
If you haven’t already, we hope you will use the QR code here or just visit onrealm.org to set up
your Realm account. Remember your password—you will need it for future access. Once you
login, set your privacy settings to “Anyone in the church” in order for your information to be in
our church directory. These settings need to be changed for each person in your household.
Prefer using an app? Get Realm Connect from the App Store!

Have questions? Ask Pastor Jill or Laurie Dahms.

Free Lunch Program:
An open door, a full plate, no questions asked
Since its start in 1983, the Free Lunch Program has expanded to a six-day-a-week meal
program with over 35 different religious, student, neighborhood, and social groups
providing meals. These groups, including First Christian Church, serve an average of
around 100 lunches each Monday - Saturday. To learn more about the Free Lunch
Program visit their website or volunteer for one of our serving dates.

This Week at First Christian Church

August 10, 2022

Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

August 14, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “You Are Welcome Here”
Pastoral Prayer
Scripture - John 6:1-14 (excerpts printed)
Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward
him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he
himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for
each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people? Jesus said, “Make the people
sit down.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - “Scarcity or Abundance?”
Offering - In addition to financial offerings you are invited to consider one gift you have to share.
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
During the month of August we will receive a special offering to support our work at Free Lunch Program.
Communion Hymn - “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table”
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Your Love, O God”
Benediction

Thank You!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, August 7: Gene Hansen and Beth Pelton
(Greeters), Nancy Ream and Nancy McKinstry (Ushers), Jayse Steeples (Acolyte), Emily Steeples (Scripture Reader),
Nancy McKinstry, Nancy Ream, Sally Strah, Jaida’Rose Kronstein-Steeples, Shannon Yost and Teegan Michel
(Communion servers), Emily Steeples (Elder), David Klein and Pam Ries (A/V), Joann Cuppy, Sharon Sass, Sally Strah,
Maggie Keyser (Fellowship time hosts).
Also, thanks to everyone who made our 20th anniversary festivities possible!

AUGUST 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Ice Cream on
Mondays 7 PM

COVID Response
Team @ Zoom
4:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

12

13

Kara on Vacation August 1st thru August 20th

7

8

9

10

11

Worship 10 AM
20th Anniversary
Celebration Activities
11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Capital Campaign
Team 6 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team 6 PM
Ice Cream on
Mondays 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

14

15

16

17

18

Worship 10 AM
Hand bells 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

No Hannah Circle
Ice Cream on
Mondays 7 PM

Board Meeting
5:30 PM
Fall MPT 6:45 PM

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5:30 PM

Laura @ State Faith
Hymn Sing
Ladies Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Disciples Cluster
Retreat @
Wheatland 10 AM

Kara on Vacation August 1st thru August 20th

Jill out of office

19

20

Kara on Vacation August 1st thru August 20th

21

22

23

24

25

Worship (Back to
School Blessing)
10 AM
Hand bells 11 AM
Swim Party @
Meadows’ 1 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Ice Cream on
Mondays 7 PM

1st Day of School
(K - 12)

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM

28

29

30

31

Worship 10 AM
Hand bells 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Capital Campaign
Team 6 PM
Ice Cream on
Mondays 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

26

27
FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30 AM
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