THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of July 7, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
The Christian Century recently resumed a series where they asked people to reflect on the topic, “How my
mind has changed.” In the introduction to this series they write, “During times of turbulence in politics, culture,
and religious life, it’s tempting to hold tightly to current convictions. Allowing a change of one’s mind or heart can
be difficult work.” As I was reading the latest edition in this series in the June 16 Christian Century, I started to
wonder what the experience of changing your mind is like for you.
I have to tell you that I remain grateful to have been raised in such a way that questioning, and continuing
to learn, and shifting understandings, and changing my mind, were not only acceptable but encouraged. This
doesn’t mean it always came easy, but it does mean that I don’t have a lot of experiences of feeling like or being
told that I couldn’t embrace a new or different understanding.
Perhaps one of the most difficult for me was shifting my language around God. I had grown up, as most of
us did, with the title Father and male pronouns used for God. While I wouldn’t have said that God was a man
sitting on a throne somewhere, I do remember resisting inclusive language when it was first introduced to me. My
resistance was partially about habit. I was used to male language (for humans, too) being the default and
meanwhile I understood the meaning to be more broad, so I wasn’t too worried about it. It was easier to keep my
old language than to learn to use different language. I was also not convinced by some of the arguments that I
heard. At the time I was introduced to inclusive language, the most common argument was about being sensitive
to those who had been harmed in their relationships with their fathers. While I certainly wanted to be sensitive to
this reality, I also worried that we were trying to use different language for God rather than to do the hard work of
coming alongside people who had experienced abuse and other hurt. I was worried that some were thinking if we
changed our language, then the issue would magically disappear. However, through more conversations and
study, I have come to embrace inclusive language. I have done so most centrally because it is more faithful to the
whole of who God is - God is many things with many aspects and includes characteristics that are both understood
as traditionally male and traditionally female. I have done so because I have come to understand the ways that
patriarchy has been woven into our religious systems and understandings, not because of God’s intention but
because of power. I have done so because it matters that people for whom “father” is a hurtful experience
shouldn’t have to revisit that pain every time they pray and because children of all colors, nations, socio-economic
statuses, gender expressions, and more should be able to see their worth in God’s eyes.
There are many things that change our minds. Sometimes it is education as we come to learn that what we
always assumed or were told to be true wasn’t the original intention. Sometimes it is relationship as we come to
know people who show us another way to understand. Sometimes it is simply the grace of God that allows us to
be open and brave enough to admit that maybe we had it wrong.
I hear people in all places in life - certainly in religion and politics - criticizing people for changing their
minds. But I find it refreshing. And I am reminded that scripture tells us of times when God’s mind was changed.
So, I wonder...how has your mind changed? What prompted the change? How hard did you resist? Do
you still struggle with it? Did you find change refreshing? I’d love to hear your story.
With care, Jill
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
July 7 - Matthew 5:21-26
July 14 - Psalm 25

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm. All
are welcome.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Frisbee Golf
Outing for Youth
Youth in 6th - 12th grades
are invited to go play Frisbee Golf on Friday, July 16 at
6pm. Interested youth can sign up here. Questions? Ask
Jay Thomas.

Hannah Circle...
Will meet on Monday, July 19 at 1pm.
This meeting will take a hybrid format
which means that those who want and are able can
come to meet in person at church, while others can
join the meeting through Zoom. If you come in
person and are not vaccinated, please mask.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary is happening. Worship begins at 10am. We will all
continue to mask regardless of vaccination
status.



To join us on Zoom, log in at 9:30am using the
link provided. We will begin with fellowship and
the sharing of prayers and announcements. This
time together will close at 10am as we begin
online worship.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Ladies’ Night Out Returns
Ladies Night Out returns in July. The first
“night out“ will be at 5:30pm, Thursday, July
15 at Monica’s Restaurant, 303 2nd St, Coralville. All ladies
of the church are welcome. It is a wonderful opportunity
to meet new people and also reconnect with old friends. If
you are interested just come at 5:30 and ask to be seated
with the church ladies. No RSVP is necessary.

Book Club is reading:
The Dutch House by Ann Patchett for
the July 22 meeting. The book is
about a brother and sister whose
mother leaves them behind at their newly acquired
Dutch House while she goes to work for poor people
in India.
We will meet at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Please wear masks.

August Ice Cream
Again this August we will serve ice cream
treats to friends and neighbors in the
parking lot on Mondays from 7 - 8pm.
Walk, bike or drive over and get your ice cream treat.
If you want to sit and visit, bring a lawn chair and see
who else comes by.
We are still looking for people to hand out ice cream
some of the Mondays. If you are interested in doing
this, contact Pastor Jill by July 15.
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Letters to Campers
We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to those from First Christian who will be going
to church camp at the Christian Conference Center this summer.
You can send mail via USPS (mail by Monday of the week they are attending to ensure campers receive your
note) to campers at:
Camper name & camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St.
Newton, IA 50208
You can also send a note via email to christianconferencecenter@gmail.com putting the Camper’s name &
camp attending in the subject line. Emails get printed each morning at the camp and given to campers
(they will not be able to reply).

SUMMER FAITH PRACTICES
Be a gardener.
Dig a ditch, toil and sweat,
and turn the earth upside down
and seek the deepness
and water the plants in time.
Continue this labor
and make sweet floods to run
and noble and abundant fruits to
spring.
Take this food and drink
and carry it to God as your true worship.
—Julian of Norwich, Christian mystic (ca. 1342-1416)

FINDING FREEDOM

The paradox of faith is that when we conform our lives
to Christ, then we gain our true freedom. And its fruit is
profound and lasting happiness.

BIBLE QUIZ
How did Jesus heal the blind
man at the pool of Siloam?
A. Put mud on his eyes and
told him to go wash in the
pool.
B. Laid his hands on the
man’s head and prayed.
C. Touched his eyes, but at
first the man said people
looked like trees walking, so
Jesus had to do it again.
D. Told him to go to the priests; as the man went,
he was healed.
Answer: See John 9:6-7

—Vincent Nichols

FCC @ Free Lunch Program
Our church continues to assist the Iowa City Free Lunch Program (FLP) by providing the lunch meal in 2021. We
have selected the fourth Saturday of every other month. This means our remaining dates are: August 28 and
October 23. Mark your calendars now as we look forward to serving our community in this way.
Our responsibility includes planning, securing, preparing and serving free lunch, along with kitchen cleanup. Your
planning committee is in the early stages of determining the February menu. Each month when details are
announced, FCC members will have the opportunity to participate through donations and/or service. Currently,
under the altered protocol (due to COVID) a smaller group of people are present at FLP to serve, but there are
opportunities for many to purchase/prepare and donate food items. The FLP is serving approximately 80 meals
each day.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person, on Zoom, or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

July 11, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - “Gather Us In”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 14:1-7
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”
Sermon
In today’s scripture Jesus is speaking to his disciples, his closest friends. He is preparing them for his death and
reassuring them that even though he will be gone, they still know the way to God. Does this bring you comfort?
How do you connect with God?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Christ Be My Leader”
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday: Sally Strah (scripture reader), Julie
Fitzpatrick (Elder), Jim & Cameron Michel (A/V), Maggie Keyser (greeter), Laurie Dahms and Sara Riggs (ushers).
Thanks also to those who helped get the building ready for return: Vic & Nola Edwards, John Melby-Oetken,
Maggie Keyser, Sabra Fleck, Shannon & Carl Esmann, Mary Curtis & Kathy Harrison, Beth & Mark Smith, Jim,
Cameron & Teegan Michel, Laurie Dahms, and David Klein.
And thank you to Kent Clark for setting up technology for Zoom in the Conference Room.

Sun

Mon

JULY
Tue

Wed

June 30.
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Out of Office:
Kara: July 4-24
Jill at camp: July
18-24
Jill: July 26 thru
Aug 8

4

5

6

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

11

12

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

18

19

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Laura’s PST 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle

25

26

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

20

@ Church & on
Zoom 1 PM

27

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

9

10

17

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

7

8

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

16

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Monica’s 5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Youth Frisbee Golf
6 PM

23

24

30

31

21

22

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club 7

28

29

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
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We Are Returning to the Building
We are back in the church building for
worship and some other ministries.


Worship will begin at 10am in the
sanctuary. We will also continue to
gather for worship on Zoom at 9:30am
and to offer worship on YouTube.



Small groups will have the options to
meet indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom.
Groups will make these decisions
according to their needs and preferences.



At indoor gatherings that include all ages,
we will continue to mask regardless of
vaccination status.



Small groups with all vaccinated people
may choose to meet indoors without
masks.

