THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of July 3, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
It is Monday morning as I write this. July 1. Yes, read that again...it is July 1 (well, technically when you
read this it will be July 3 or after!). I woke up this morning and the turning of the calendar was immediately on my
radar.
I recognize that it can be easy to get caught up in the busyness, to wonder where the time has gone, to look
ahead and to be overwhelmed (I had a little of that today as I thought about the many out-of-the-ordinary
commitments my July holds). But this morning as I realized it was July and that 2019 was half over, it was mostly
a different feeling and question that came over me.
“The year is half over - what have you done with it so far? How will you make use of the six months that
remain?”
That is the question that came to mind today. And I started to wonder how I can make the best, most
meaningful use of the remainder of the year.
Joyce Rupp, in her book May I Have This Dance?, writes a reflection for the new year (which I have
adapted a bit to apply to a mid-year pause):
Our life is a journey. We are always “on the road.” Each day we have an opportunity to pause, to see
where we have been, to notice how far we have come, and to ponder how that journey has been for us. Each day is
also a time to clear our vision, to take stock of our resources, and to refresh our dreams as we set out once more on
the journey that is ours.
Are there hopes and dreams you held at the beginning of this year (or many years ago) that just seem to
have been left behind? Is now a time to renew them? Are there disciplines you had hoped to embrace but life got
busy and you didn’t stick with them? Why not try again? When you look in the mirror, is the person looking back
at you (not just the physical person, but the whole person) the one you had hoped you would be today? If not, what
steps might you take to change that?
While we may often focus on the time that has flown by, I wonder what might happen if instead we looked
ahead at the gift of days and weeks and months that remain this year. What might happen if we embraced this as a
gift from God and chose to make a difference with the time that is in front of us?
And this is a question not just for us as individuals, but for us as a community of faith. How can continue to
become the best of who God calls us to be? What are the dreams we have had but that have gotten set aside? What
vision does God have for us and what is the mission to which we are called out in the world? How can we use our
resources to more faithfully do the ministry to which we are called?
I hope that rather than just frantically rushing against the clock because time is going so quickly, we can
look ahead together and discover some new and renewed commitments to being and becoming again the people and
community God shaped us to be.
I will miss seeing you Sunday, but will see you soon!

Jill

PS: Remember, this month I will be away for a wedding, to counsel church camp, and to attend our denomination’s
General Assembly. While I’m away please remember that there are others from the church on call and ready to
response to your pastoral care needs. Please don’t hesitate to call:
July 3-7: Sara Riggs (319-541-0045)
July 14-19: Kara Seaton (319-530-3255)
July 20-24: Linda Flinn (319-499-8411)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
HELP NEEDED!!

Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
July 3 - Exodus 13:3-10, 14
July 10 - Luke 10:38-42

We ‘re looking for someone interested in playing the
piano July 21 for Worship Service at 10 AM. Contact
Laura with icdisciple.music@gmail.com PLEASE!!

True Inclusion Book Study
You are invited to join us for a book study on
Brandan Robertson’s book True Inclusion. There is
one week left and it’s not too late to join the
conversation. We will meet at church on July 9,
6—7:30pm. Childcare is available.
If you have the book, you can prepare by reading:
chapter 7, Conclusion and Appendix 1.

All Ladies Are Invited:
Hannah Circle on Monday, July 15 at 1pm at the
church.

THE FCC BOOK CLUB is reading
a book of short stories for our
meeting at Beth Smith's (Oaknoll)
on Thursday, July 25th, at 7:30
PM. The book is Foreign Ground
by Kate Kasten, who will attend
our meeting.

Conversations with Kara
As part of my supervised ministry training, I invite you to have
conversation with me as I grow in the area of pastoral care.
Plan for our time together to last 45 minutes to an hour
and we can meet at your home, the church or another
location of your choosing. There is a paper sign up at
church or sign up online.
Thank you for your continue support! Kara Seaton

Ladies Night Out on Thursday, July 18 at 5:30pm at
Wig & Pen.

JULY FOOD PANTRY ITEM:
Canned Fruit

The General Assembly
will be July 20-24 in
Des Moines!
It’s not too late to register.
To do so, visit here. Or if
your time is limited, register on site for $50/day.
And, if you want a discount to your registration, sign
up to volunteer by visiting here.

If you order things from
Amazon, First Christian
Church can benefit. Use
Amazon Smile and choose FCC as your charitable
organization. If you have questions, Dale Kepler is
happy to answer them.

“Greening” FCC
In an attempt to live more faithfully with the world we are working to minimize trash as we increase that which
we recycle, reuse, and compost. As you lead and assist with events at FCC, please remember:


Trash and recycling bins are in the enclosed area on lower lot and separate bins are clearly marked.



Please clean items and break down all cardboard boxes before placing them in recycling containers.



Our new compost bin is on the west side of the church building. If you don’t know if something should go in,
ask someone who does know.
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Thank you to Dale Kepler and Tom Klein who have been working long hours this week to strip and wax the
floors both in the sanctuary and in fellowship hall. Thank you to Carolyn Boerner and Beth Pelton who worked
in the heat on Sunday to plant some more flowers out front at church and to Sabra Fleck and others who have
been tending to flower beds throughout the summer. Thank you to each of you who offered a helping hand
with Sunday’s potluck. Thank you for the many ways you all serve on behalf of First Christian Church!

We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our campers
this summer. A table of notecards is available in the narthex along with the
list of campers. Please stop by occasionally or every week and write notes to
our campers and the church office will take care of mailing them!

You can also send mail via USPS to campers at
(mail by Mondays to make sure campers
receive your notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208

or

Send an email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com
using the subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning at the camp and given to
the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing from people at FCC!

Sunday, July 7, 2019
Scripture: Luke 14:12-23
Sermon: Melea White Preaching

INDEPENDENCE DAY LESSONS FOR CHURCH LIFE
• Return to the basics—On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to
hear again the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.
• Honor the gift of freedom—“For freedom Christ has set us free, do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1,
ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly
in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.
• Enjoy community—July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished
by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
• Be light in the darkness—As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the church is called to display the Gospel’s
unique light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek word for power—as in, “You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8)—share a root. Through God’s power in us, we share Jesus—dynamically! — with others.

—Heidi Mann

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

2

3

True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Thu

2019
Fri

Sat

5

6

FCC Office Closed

Pastor Jill on Vacation

7

8

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

9

10

11

Staff Meeting 10 AM
CRC Speakers
Bureau 3 PM
Finance Team
4:30 PM
True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Ministry Planning
Team 6:30 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

16

17

18

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Wig & Pen 5:30 PM

12

13

19

20

Jill Vacation

14

15

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Pastor Jill at Church Camp in Newton

21

22

23

Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

24

25

Bible Study 12:30

Book Club 7 PM

General Assembly July 20 thru July 24

28
Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot Luck 11:15 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

29

Gen. Assembly

30

31

Staff Meeting 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30

26

27

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

