THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of July 24, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Hi! Whenever I am out of town I feel a little disconnected and find myself wondering how everyone is. I hope you
are all well. And I know you are being well cared for by others in our midst. I am grateful for that.
While I miss you, I also am delighted to have the experiences I am having. I am writing this on Friday afternoon. I
just returned from church camp in Newton and will be heading to Des Moines yet today for General Assembly.
(Of course by the time you read this, I will be back from GA).

This past week was an important reminder to me about several things:
1) Teenagers are really amazing people. While our culture often makes some negative assumptions about them,
what I experienced this week was a group of young people who were intentional about the way they created a
loving community for everyone, who were thoughtful about their faith, who were willing to engage in deep
conversations, who want to make the world better than they found it, and who are a whole lot of fun.
2) Teenagers are listening and paying attention to their churches. I heard young people talk with admiration about
adults in their congregations who make a difference in the church and community and adults who pay special
attention to the young people in their midst. I also heard young people talk about conflicts in their
congregations over things that feel significant to those in the battles but aren’t of ultimate importance. These
young people are watching the adults around them, they are learning from their congregations—sometimes
about how to be and sometimes about how not to be. Their churches matter to them.
3) Teenagers want places where they can feel welcome and safe. I think that is one of the appeals of church camp.
For that week people who would be in different groups and not even know each other at their schools become
friends. For that week no matter what pain or struggle they carry, they are welcome and valued. For that week
the divisions that we have (not only among teens, they happen with adults as well) just fade away.
Unfortunately, we so often accept as reality that these things can only be true for limited times in special places.
While we can’t live “on the mountaintop” all the time, the reality is that these teens remind me that if we are
willing to choose it, we can create better communities. And our young people (as well as we old people) need
them. We need places where we are safe to ask questions, to be our real selves, to struggle and to succeed.
I am aware that many of these young people who are looking for loving communities and seeking after God won’t
be part of a church a few years from now….maybe not at all in their adult life. While there are many forces that
contribute to this reality, I believe we, the church, need to take responsibility for our part in it. We need to ask hard
questions about whether or not we create safe space for everyone. We need to ask whose voices aren’t being heard,
who we are speaking for instead of listening to. We need to give young people and all people a voice at the table
and remember that they aren’t the future church but are already the church.
I am grateful for the many ways we already do this here at FCC. And I am grateful for our commitment to continue
on the journey of being a better, stronger, safer, more welcoming community for all people.
See you Sunday!

Jill

Remember: Sunday, July 28 is Potluck Dinner Sunday
and this month you are invited to stay after for a Story Circle. More information (and the link to
volunteer to help with potluck) are on page 2 of this newsletter.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
All are welcome to join us on
Wednesdays for Bible Study.
Each week we look at an
upcoming preaching text.
Together we study the scripture, share our
questions and ah-has, and give Pastor Jill
something to think about as she prepares her
sermons. Many who participate in the Bible
Study say it changes how they listen on
Sundays. New friends are always welcome.
We meet at 12:30pm each week.
July 24 - Luke 12:13-21
July 31 - Luke 12:32-40

THE FCC BOOK CLUB

is reading a book of short
stories for our meeting at
Beth Smith's (Oaknoll) on
Thursday, July 25, at 7:30
PM. The book is Foreign
Ground by Kate Kasten, who will attend our
meeting.

Potluck Updates
Each month, on the last Sunday of
the month, we share a potluck
meal together following worship.
That continues throughout the summer.
Usually Joann Cuppy is our coordinator, making
sure everything is ready and folks who are helping
know what to do. We are grateful for her
commitment to this. During July and August she
will be away on those Sundays. So, Jane John will
coordinate the July 28 potluck and Laurie Dahms
will coordinate the August 25 potluck.
We say thank you, in advance, to them for this
commitment and, just as we do when Joann is
coordinating, we recognize that the need for
additional helpers is VERY important. So, if you can
commit to assist with one of the various roles (early
set up at 9am, helping during the potluck, or clean
up), please sign up here or call the church office to
sign up.

Have You Marked Your Calendar?

STORY CIRCLE SUNDAY JULY 28TH

Board meeting: Tuesday, August 13, 7pm
Welcome! Sunday (formerly Kick Off Sunday):

A “story circle” is, simply, a group of people sitting
in a circle and sharing stories about their
experience on a given topic or theme. The story
circle may be used to build community within a
group, to examine differences across lines of race
or class, to explore social challenges that people
are facing in their own lives. We will be using a
story circle on Sunday, July 28th after the regular
monthly potluck to continue Open and Affirming
discussions as we refine our welcome statement
and help illustrate its purpose for our
congregation.
Jon Feaver, Jan Jensen, Julie Fitzpatrick, and
Martha Melton will all be sharing their individual
stories at this particular circle. Jen Knights and
Sara Riggs will be your facilitators. Please join us!
Community means all of us and we would love to
know each other better and listen to each other in
fellowship and in Jesus.

Sunday, September 8, beginning with worship
and continuing with food and fun for all ages.
Winter Clothing Distribution: Saturday, October
26 at St. Andrew Presbyterian. As the date draws
nearer we will collect coats and there will be volunteer opportunities for set up as well as for the
day of the distribution.
Gifts for Parents: Saturday, December 7 at St.
Mark’s UMC. Again, look for more information
about donating items and volunteering as the date
draws nearer.
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July Food Pantry Item:

Canned Fruit

Note: The Food Pantry no longer needs egg cartons. Thanks to those who have brought them so faithfully.
They are now receiving eggs in cartons rather than in bulk.
THE IOWA VALLEY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Interfaith build continues to need volunteers through early
October. FCC is a supporting congregation both through the Iowa Valley Habitat For Humanity Interfaith Committee
as well as the actual construction of two zero lot line homes. Let’s get a group together and plan another FCC day
including helping with construction as well as providing lunch. There are two shifts available daily; 8am-12 noon
and 1pm-5pm Thursday through Saturday. Jon Feaver will soon be proposing some tentative dates and will assist
in getting people signed up. Stay tuned!

We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our campers
this summer. A table of notecards is available in the narthex along with the list
of campers. Please stop by occasionally or every week and write notes to our
campers and the church office will take care of mailing them!
You can also send mail via USPS to campers at
(mail by Mondays to make sure they receive your
notes by the weeks end):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St

or

Send an email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com
using the subject line for the campers name and camp attending. Email
is printed each morning at the camp and given to the campers (they
will not be able to reply).

*Kids and adults alike love hearing from people at FCC!

Sunday, July 28, 2019
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
Sermon: Temptation of Walking By

At the burning bush, Moses asks
God’s name. What is God’s
answer?
A. The Lord
B. I AM
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob
D. All of the above

Answer: See Exodus 3:14-15.

Traveling advice
We need deliberately to call to mind the joys of
our journey. Perhaps we should try to write
down the blessings of one day. We might
begin; we could never end; there are not pens or
paper enough in all the world.
—George Buttrick

JULY 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
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2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24
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7
14
21

1
8
15
22

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

July Birthday

July Anniversary:

27-Darrell Flinn

31-Tara & Steve
Clark

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Bible Study 12:30

11
18
25
FCC Book Club 7 PM
at Beth Smith’s

General Assembly July 20 thru July 24

28

29

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot Luck 11:15 AM
Story Circle 12 noon
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

30

31

Staff Meeting 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
O & A Team 7 PM

August 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

BIRTHDAYS

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

1-Linda Kinkade
3-Julie Fitzpatrick
3-Karen Haslett
5-Diane Hertel
6-Martha Melton
7– Charlie Hall
11-Noah Freda
11-Spencer Thomas

12– Jared Haar
15-Barb Brodersen
15-Jack JensenFitzpatrick
18-Carol Mertens
18-Del Gilmore
20-Scott
Brownsberger

21-Karen Dawson
24-Corinne Stanley
27-Wilma Evans
28-Jay Keyser
30-Aaron Kepler

ANNIVERSARY

4

5

6

7

8

Bible Study 12:30

Financial Com. 4:30
Arrow Chapter Mtg
7 PM

13

14

15

Board Mtg 7 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Ladies Night Out @

Worship Service
10 AM
Elders Mtg 11:15

14– Shadley & Dan
Grimes

Metro Mixed Choir
8 AM

Scouts 6 & 7 PM

11
Worship Service

12

16

17
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Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
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