THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of JULY 22, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Sunday’s sermon focused on the story of Ruth and Naomi and the song Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant. Both of
these talk about making connections across differences, making connections when the easier thing to do is to
walk away, to not even get to know each other, to disconnect. And a theme that was threaded throughout
worship was the theme of choosing community.
I wasn’t thinking of this when I planned Sunday’s service, but I have become more aware that our sense of
community, especially across boundaries that divide us, is eroding. Of course we all know there are some
particular challenges that COVID-19 has offered. It is hard to deepen our sense of community when we are
quarantining and social distancing. We are people who are used to in-person interactions and who know best
how to listen and empathize when we are able to also reach out and offer a hug or a handshake. So right now it
is just more difficult than we are used to.
But I have been making another observation as well. When you add COVID-19, with the polarized mood of our
society, with a spotlight on racial injustice, with deeply divided politics, with the sense of anonymity that social
media gives us, it takes a deep commitment and discipline to not fall into the trap of vilifying people who hold a
different understanding than you do. And I have been watching this happen more than usual, even within our
own congregation.
And, honestly, nothing that I have seen is totally out of character. It’s not that I have seen 180 degree turns. It’s
just that I’ve observed people’s understandings and opinions getting expressed more often, more strongly, and
often without regard for people they know on the other side of the conversation. And it makes me sad.
Here are my struggles:
 We, as Disciples, say that everyone is welcome at the table and I think we mean it. It is easier to have a table
of all people who are alike, but it is not as rich and it is not as reflective of God’s kin-dom. Meanwhile,
welcoming everyone is really difficult.
 There are many questions around which opinions can and should be formed and where differing ones are
welcome. There are also some about which there are right and wrong answers. Not only do we need to
learn to discern which is which, we also need to learn how to not be jerks to each other even if we are on the
right side.
 There are times when evil needs to be called out and named. This really isn’t most of the time because most
of the time we aren't dealing with questions of good versus evil, so we need to be very discerning in naming
evil, but when we see it we do have a responsibility to name it.
 We can care deeply for a person and disagree with them. Meanwhile when we vilify them because of their
understandings, opinions or choices, we are not doing a good job caring for them.
There are a lot of seemingly opposing forces and instincts to balance in building relationships and doing what is
good for other. This is the hard work of being in community. And we can do better. It will require a
commitment to listen to others rather than assuming we know their story, to be prayerful and discerning in our
opinions, to do the hard work of paying attention to our sources of information, to be thoughtful in the words we
use whether they are coming out of our mouths or are published with a “post” or “send” button.
Being in community is difficult work. It is work I hope we’ll do together.
Missing you,

Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
at 12:30pm using Zoom.
Upcoming scriptures:
July 22 - Isaiah 64:1-12
July 29 - Luke 4:16-30



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening continuing through July @

How to Be an Antiracist book study
You are invited to join conversation around the
book How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi.
We will meet four Wednesdays beginning TONIGHT
at 6:30pm on Zoom.
Please get a copy of the book and read through
chapter four before the first meeting.

8pm on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara. Check your email
for the link!

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

FCC Book Club
FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
We have one opportunity each week for connecting
on Zoom to socialize and touch base. This is on
Thursdays at 6pm. Since we now have the Sunday
morning Zoom opportunity, we are longer holding
the Monday morning session.
All are invited on Thursday evenings!

I Scream...You
Scream...We all Scream
for Ice Cream!
With summer heat upon us, First
Christian Church will be doing Ice Cream
Distribution on Mondays, August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
from 7 - 8pm. This is a simple gift to help FCC
friends and neighbors cool off in the warmth of
summer. Come to the upper parking lot at church
to drive through, ride up or walk up and get your
treat to go.

The FCC Book Club meets on the
fourth Thursday of each month at
7pm via Zoom.
This month’s book is Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely
Fine by Gail Honeyman. The meeting will be July 23.

Culture Through Poetry
Join Corinne Stanley for a four-week class exploring
cultures around the world through their poets and
poetry. Three weeks will be spent reading poetry
and learning about the cultures from which it comes.
The fourth meeting will offer an opportunity for you
to write and share your own poetry (no pressure you don’t have to be a poet, you can even just listen
to others). You do not have to be a poet to join!
Dates have not yet been set, so if you are
interested, please respond by Monday, July 27 to
this Doodle poll with your preference.
*Read page 3 to learn about an exciting opportunity
Corinne has later this week.
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Look What FCC People Are Doing...
Corinne Stanley will be shar ing some of her poetr y at an upcoming liter ar y event. J oin Cor inne
and others for The A wakened V oice! (A Virtual Open Mic) facilitated by poet, Judyth Hill. This event
will take place on Saturday, July 25, 5 - 5:50pm. You can register to attend virtually by clicking on this
link.
On Saturday, July 18 Jack Jensen-Fitzpatrick walked 115,000 steps (over 50 miles) in one day to r aise
money for Shelter House. By doing this, he raised $8000 for Shelter House.

Johnson Co. Affordable Housing COVID-19 Needs/Solution Report
A new report has been released about the impact of COVID-19 on stable housing in our community. There are
many who are struggling. You are invited to read the report. If you are looking for ways to respond think about
donating to Shelter House, CommUnity, CWJ, IVHFH, etc. or lobbying government officials for targeted rental and
mortgage assistance. Questions? Talk to John McKinstry who serves as President of the JCAHC.

FCC Is Partnering with Mask of Wellness
You may have read about Mask of Wellness in the newspaper a few weeks ago.
Launched in May 2020 by two Iowa doctors, David Krupp, M.D. and Robbie
Schwenker, Pharm.D., 'Mask of Wellness' is a positive approach that promotes
responsible behavior that is necessary to keep society open during this pandemic
while benefiting social, physical, and economic wellness.
By joining Mask of Wellness we have committed to:


Staff and visitors to FCC wearing masks



Practicing hand and surface hygiene, as well as physical distancing



Staff doing health certification before coming to the office and staying home if they feel ill.

DOVE
The dove as a Christian symbol is of very frequent occurrence in ancient ecdesiastical art. According to Matthew
3:16, during the Baptism of Jesus the Holy Spirit descended like a dove and came to rest on Jesus. For this reason
the dove became a symbol of the Holy Spirit and in general it occurs frequently in connection
with early representations of baptism. It signifies also the Christian soul, not the human soul
as such, but as indwelt by the Holy Spirit, especially, therefore, as freed from the toils of the
flesh and entered into rest and glory.
However the more ancient explanation of the dove as a Christian symbol refers to it as a
symbol of Christ. Irenaeus, in the 2nd century explains that the number 801 is both the
numerological value of the sum in Greek of the letters of the word “dove” and the sum of the
values of the letters Alpha and Omega, which refers to Christ. In the Bible story of Noah and the Flood, after the
flood a dove returns to Noah bringing an olive branch as a sign that the water had receded. This biblical scene led
to interpreting the dove also as a symbol of peace.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and have an opportunity to gather together on
Zoom). The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function
as a bulletin for those watching the worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot
or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

July 26, 2020
Greeting

Congregational Singing - “Be Not Afraid”
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.




Pray for discernment as we work to build more anti-racist communities.
Pray for the world and our human family beyond the borders of our country as we remember that COVID19 is a global pandemic and people around the world have their own struggles and joys.
Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Scripture - Isaiah 43:1-4a
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and
honored, and I love you.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Songs of Presence and Assurance
Consider the following questions: How do you hear the words of the prophet Isaiah today? What water is God
accompanying you through? What river is God not allowing to overwhelm you? What flames are somehow
not consuming you? Do you perceive God to be with you in the difficult times as well as in the easy times? Do
you understand yourself to be precious in God’s sight, to be treasured and loved? How does this perception
impact how you relate to others?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The table is a place of presence. Here we are reminded that God is with us and that we are connected to each
other. As you take the elements of communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work
and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

VBS Science @ Zoom
6:30 PM

VBS Story Q & A @
Zoom 6:30 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

5

6

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 6 PM

12

13

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

19

20

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
New to FCC
gathering @ Zoom
10:45 AM

26
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

7

14
Serve @ Free Lunch
10 AM

21

MPT (Summer 2020) Staff Mtg @ Zoom 11
@ Zoom 6:30 PM
AM

27

28
Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 6 PM

8

9

10

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Executive Comm @
Zoom 5:30 PM

Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

Food Drop-off for
Free Lunch
10 AM—1 PM @
church

15

16

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
Musicians’
Conversation @
Zoom 6:30 PM

17

18

24

25

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

22

23

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
“How to Be an Antiracist” Book Study @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

29

30

31

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
“How to Be an AntiQuaran-TEENS (6thracist” Book Study @
12th) @ Zoom 8 PM
Zoom 6:30 PM

Laura on vacation (July 29—Aug 2)

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.
 Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
 You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.
All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. Romans 15:7
At First Christian Church of Iowa City/Coralville, we aspire
to share God’s expansive and unconditional love with all,
with respect and positive regard for our human
differences. Whatever your lived experience, skin color,
native tongue or dialect, ethnicity or nationality, gender
identity, sexual orientation, relationship or family status,
age, size, physical or mental health, economic situation,
addiction, ability or disability, education level, profession,
faith history, and politics … there is room for you at the
table. It is God’s welcome and is without limitations.
By God’s grace and following Jesus’ example, we invite
you to join us in community and communion. We embrace
you as a fellow child of God, equally and deeply loved and
with full access to the kin-dom that we strive to inhabit.
If you are among us, you are one of us.

